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Ir the recollection of the characters 
of great and distinguished men, has ex- 
cited in others corresponding feelings 
and desires to imitate their excellencies, 
it may not be too much to indulge the 
hope, that some may peruse with interest 
and advantage the simple narrative of 
facts relating to the holy man of God 
whose memoir is now presented to the 
readers of the Baptist Magazine. 

- Robert Saunders was born at Soham, 
Cambridgeshire, in the year 1764. He 
grew up, like many other young men, 
“having the understanding darkened, 
being alienated from the life of God, 
through the ignorance that was in him, 
because of the blindness of his heart.” 
He was, when a youth, living in the 
service of Mr. John Fuller, at West Row, 
Mildenhall ; and such was his aversion 
to religion, that when Mr. F. had a 
“prayer-meeting at his house, he would 
either be absent from home during the 
time of the meeting, or would go earlier 
to bed, rather than hear the friends pray. 
Like Bunyan, however, he was awfully 
terrified by dreams of the last judgment, 
and dreadfully alarmed by repeated 
storms of thunder and lightning, which 
happened in the summer of 1783. He 
related his fearful apprehensions to a 
pious “ old disciple,” with whom he fre- 
quently conversed, and who directed 
him to the way of salvation by Christ, 
and who greatly assisted him to regain 


on our friend was about nine- 


‘Lord to direct him, and so 


REYNOLDS, 


teen years of age, to bring him to feel 
himself to be a lost and ruined sinner, 
and to lead him to Christ as an able and 
willing Saviour. About this time, being 
occupied in agricultural labour, he kept 
his Bible with him in the stable, and 
whilst in the afternoon he was engaged 
in superintending his horses, it was his 
constant companion... At this time, and 
in this way, he laid the foundation of 
that familiar acquaintance with this 
“one book,” which so manifestly ap- 
peared in after life, in all his attempts to 
illustrate and explain it. 

Our friend at first attended the mi- 
nistry of Mr. Lambert, of Isleham ; but 
Mr. L. being a peedobaptist, and Mr. 
Saunders’ views inclining to the baptism 
of believers by immersion, he occasion- 
ally assembled with some baptist friends a 
at West Row, where he was baptized - — 
and united in church fellowship with 
them. Some unpleasant circumstances 
arising here, he was led to transfer his 
membership to Isleham; and he was 
subsequently requested by Mr. Lambert, 
and his Christian friends, to exercise his 
gifts in explaining the Holy Scriptures. 

In the year 1803, Mr. Saunders came —~— 
to reside at Barton Mills, where previ- 
ously dissent and the light of the gospel 
were but little known. He felt consi- _ 
derable depression of mind in the pros- ~ 


| pect of going to live in a place so desti- 


tute of religious privileges ; and, as he 
was on his way from West Row to Bar- 
ton, to hire the farm which he afterwards” 
occupied, he fervently prayed to the 

emnly pro- 
mised, if his course should be prospe- 
rous, that he would open his nae for 
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prayer and preaching. The same over- 
ruling providence and gracious Spirit 
which put the thought of endeavouring 
to put a stop tothe infamous slave-trade 
into the mind of Clarkson, as he passed 
along the road near Wade’s Mill, darted 
the thought into the mind of our friend, 
on the road between West Row and 
Barton Mills, that should the Lord pros- 
per him, he would open his house for 
prayer and preaching the gospel. The 
philanthropy was the same in both cases, 
and the result has been the same in its 
nature, though different in its degree. 


The Lord heard him, and _ prospered | 


him ; nor was he unmindful of the vow 
which he had made, as appears by the 
following extract from the church book. 

“Tn the year 1803, it pleased God, 
the wise disposer of all events, to cast 
the lot of our brother Saunders amongst 
the inhabitants of this dark and benight- 
ed village, who, out of love to the cause 
of Christ, and the souls of his fellow- 
sinners, opened his doors for prayer; 
and as several persons attended from 
time to time he got his house licensed, 
and, in May, 1804, it was opened for 
the preaching of the blessed gospel by 
Mr. Cole, of Bury. From this time Mr. 
Saunders, and oceasionally other minis- 
ters, amongst whom was the Rev. T. 
Middleditch, now of Ipswich, continued 
preaching the gospel among us, and we 
trust not without success, insomuch that 
his house could not contain the people 
who were anxious to hear. We, there- 
fore, in the year 1807, began to think of 
a larger place ; but as most of us were 
poor, having nothing more than our la- 
bour to support us, we knew not what 
to do; we agreed, however, to enter in- 
toa sibectiption of threepence per week 
each.” 

This weekly subscription amounted, 
by December, 1809, to thirty pounds, 
and this small company of Christians 
purchased a house for one hundred and 
fifty pounds, which they converted into 
a chapel, and it was opened for the 
public worship of God, March the 15th, 
1810. 

The disinterested labours of Mr. Saun- 

‘ders were evidently blessed to the con- 


version of sinners, and on the second 


day of May, 1811, Mr. Mackenzie, of 
Isleham, baptized nine persons, who 
with Mr. Saunders were on the same 
day formed into a church. 

__ Our brother continued to preach to 
this newly-formed church, and after 
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repeated solicitations he consented to 
become their pastor, and was publicly 
recognized as such on the 28th day of 
the November following, Mr. Mackenzie 
of Isleham, Mr. Norman of Soham, and 
Mr. Dewhurst of Bury, taking the dif- 
ferent parts of the services of the day. 

The affectionate, faithful, and judi- 
cious expositions of the Holy Scriptures 
by this esteemed man of God, drew 
around him persons of influence and re- 
spectability, and it was found necessary 
to enlarge their meeting-house in the 
year 1818, which was re-opened on the 
23rd of July; by Mr. Dewhurst, of Bury, 
Mr. Edmonds of Cambridge, and Mr.” 
Greenwood, then of Burwell. 

Thus it pleased the Lord to smile on 
the efforts of his servant, to enable him 
to-carry out the vow which he made in 
the prospect of coming to Barton, and see 
the desire of his heart accomplished, not 
only in the erection of a suitable place of 
worship, but also in the conversion of 
many sinners to the faith of the gospel, 
and to continue him in a successful ca- 
reer even to the end of life. 

His acceptable and useful labours 
were not confined to Barton, but he 
preached once a fortnight, on the Lord’s 
day mornings at Holywell Row, a ham- 
let of Mildenhall, and occasionally in 
the evening of the Lord’s day, at Tud- 
denham, a village about two miles from 
Barton. 

In the year 1829, our friend had a 
severe affliction, and although he reco- 
vered, and preached afterwards with 
his wonted fervour and acceptance, it 
gave a shock to his constitution, natu- 
rally robust, the effects of which he con- 
tinued to feel to the end of life. 

In the early part of 1838, his friends 
kindly wished him to have some assist- 
ance in his ministerial labours, to which 
request he acceded ; and after a special 
prayer-meeting, held in June, to seek 
direction in reference to an assistant- 
minister, our brother was variously as- 
sisted until the close of the year. 

In the beginning of 1839, Mr. Pechey, 
who had retired from Bath on account 
of the state of his health, came to Bar- 
ton, and agreed to eet 
until the church coul _ procure a suit- 
able minister. With Mr. P. our much 
esteemed brother would. have found 
great pleasure in sharing the labours in 


the vineyard which he had been instru- 


mental in planting and dressing for so 
many years, but having taken cold in the | 


~ 


the pulpit 
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elose of the year 1838, a disease was in- 
duced which prevented him ever preach- 
ing after Mr. P. came to Barton. 

The last time he preached was on the 
Christmas day of this year; and on Lord’s 
day, January the 6th, 1839, he for the 
last time administered the ordinance of 
the Lord’s supper. The writer of this 
narrative met him at the house of Mr. 
Secker, his son-in-law, on Wednesday, 


June the 9th, when our beloved friend | 


made a request that he would preach 
his funeral sermon, which request was 
assented to, but with a wish that it 
might be at some distant time. This, 
however, proved to be the last time he 
was from home. 

In looking to the dying testimony of 
our esteemed brother, we shall find, that 
during a protracted and very painful 
affliction, he manifested the patience, 
submission, and confidence of the Chris- 
tian. He was confined to his room for 


ten weeks; in the course of this time | 


the writer of this paper visited him on 
several occasions. Once, or twice, on 
seeing him, he spoke for a considerable 
time, and in the most pleasing manner; 
at other times, such were his painful 
sufferings, he could neither converse, 
nor hear prayer, nor the conversation of 
his friends. On one occasion he ex- 
pressed a strong confidence im the God 
of his salvation, and declared himself 
perfectly satisfied with those views of 
divine truth which he had long held and 
made known, and that he wished no 
other gospel, for his support in his afilic- 
tion and in the prospect of death. 
About a month before his death, ow- 
_ing to the nature of his affliction, and 
his extreme sufferings, 
Reo y depressed with 


state ; nor did— 
his confidence in Christ to waver. 

In some memoranda made by his be- 
loved daughter, who watched him in 
| his affliction with unexampled tender- 
| ness and care, she states—“ On Monday, 

March 11, I thought he appeared rather 
more resigned and comfortable in the 
“prospect of dying, and he said to my 
mother and to me, as we held him up 
to take some refreshment, ‘Can you 

wish to detain me here when you see 
| how I suffer?’ In the evening, after 
| 


having been taken out of ‘bed, and laid 
in again, he said to me and to my bro- 


his mind was | 
doubts and fears. | 
o one who knew him could entertain | 
any doubt respecting the safety of his | 
these long continue to 
interrupt his own solid peace, or cause | esday. h day . 

| | April, 1839, when his spirit took its flight __ 
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ther, ‘Perhaps this will be the last time, 
and if it should, do not weep for me,’ 
and then repeated the following verse— 


‘Oh, might I once mount up and see 
The glories of the upper skies, 

‘What little things these worlds would be— 
How despicable in my eyes!’ 


“On being informed, that it was the 
opinion of a friend who had visited him 
that he would not reeover, he said— 
‘Well, never mind; many of my old 
companions are gone, and 


‘There we shall meet to part no more.’ ’ 


Observing my mother weep, he said, 
‘Don’t ery, 


‘ For strangers into life we come, 
And dying is but going home.’ ’ 


She wished, if it were the will of the 


| Lord, to go with him ; he said, ‘ Well, I 


would hold your hand fast.’ 

«When too weak to converse, as we 
thought, two of his friends visited him. 
On seeing them, he said, ‘So live that 
you be not afraid to die ;—remember 
there is something more in religion than 
going to and from a place of worship.’ 

“In one of his seasons of extreme 
suffering, I said, ‘ Your sufferings are 
very severe.” He replied, ‘But not 
what the dear Lord Jesus Christ suffer- 
ed; and my sins added to the amount 
of his suffermgs.’ 

«A very few hours before he died, on 
being asked if he was willing to go, he 
said, ‘Yes; I should be glad to be re- 
leased.’ This was nearly the last sen- 
tence he was able to utter, although he  _— 
frequently clasped his hands as in the ~ 
exercise of prayer, and often raised his 
hand as if he was lifting up his heart to 
the Lord.” 

Thus this good man lingered on the 
borders of the heavenly world, until | 
about noon, on Tuesday the 9th day of 


from this world of sins and sufferings 
into the meridian brightness of celestial 
oy. 
‘ His body was interred in the burial ~ 
round belonging to the meeting-house 
in which he had for many years affec- 
tionately and successfully preached the _ 
gospel, on Saturday, the 13th, when an 
impressive oration was delivered by Mr. 
Pechey; and on the following day the 
funeral sermon was preached by Mr. 


| Reynolds, of Isleham, from Psalm xxxi. 


5, “Into thine hand I commit my spirit ; 
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thou hast redeemed me, O Lord God of 
truth.” 

Considered in his social character, Mr. 
Saunders was a kind husband, an affec- 
tionate father, and a faithful friend. 
“Integrity and uprightness preserved 
him.” Fidelity and probity marked the 
whole of his deportment ; and the reli- 
gion of the New Testament was blended 
with all his pursuits and dealings. The 
large numbers drawn together from va- 
rious sections of the Christian church in 
the neighbourhood, at his funeral, and 
to hear his funeral sermon, gave ample 
testimony to his excellence and worth 
as a citizen of this world. 

Asa Christian he was what the grace 
of God had made him. Possessing 
humble views of himself, a firm confi- 
dence in the doctrines of the cross, and 
an unvarying attachment to the brethren, 
not only to those of his own denomina- 
tion, but to all who “loved the Lord 
Jesus Christ in sincerity and truth,”—he 
was loved of all, He had none of those 
sectarian predilections which compress 
the affections into so narrow a boundary 
that they can see no excellency in any 
but those of their own party. The place 
at Holywell Row where he preached 
once a fortnight, was principally attend- 
ed by Wesleyans, who always heard 
him with great attention and satisfaction. 

Viewed as a Christian minister, al- 
though he did not possess the outward 
attractions by which some hearers are 
captivated, he possessed the more solid 
and essential qualifications “ of a good 
minister of Jesus Christ.” He added to 
a sound and discriminating judgment, 
fidelity and love to the souls of men, 
simplicity-of expression, and an easy 
method of communicating his thoughts 
for the edification of his hearers. He 
possessed in a very happy and remark- 
able degree aptness toteach. Although 
he had not studied in the school of sci- 
ence, he was deeply read in the school 
of Christ ; although he had not read 
many books superficially, no one could 
attentively hear him ope and preach 
but must be convinced that he had read 


one book very thoughtfully and prayer- 


fully. We are not surprised, therefore, 
that God so eminently blessed his la- 
bours; he always blesses his own word, 
and honours those servants who honour 


MEMOIR OF THE REV. R. SAUNDERS. 


him and his truth. If Mr. Saunders 
could not be considered an original 
thinker, he had a happy method of turn- 
ing to good account the thoughts of 
other men, and would often set them in 
a new and interesting light, whilst his 
independent mind kept him from being 
a servile imitator. He was a preacher 
to whom such men as Andrew Fuller 
and Robert Hall would have listened 
with pleasure and interest; yet such 
were the humble views he entertained 
of himself, and such were his diffidence 
and retiring habits, that he could scarce- 
ly_be prevailed on at any time to preach. 
from home, except occasionally to his 
old friends at Isleham, where he was 
always heard with great attention and 
profit. 

The following inscription on a neat 
mural tablet is descriptive of him as a 
man, a Christian, and a minister of Jesus 
Christ :— 


This tablet, placed here 
By the Church and Congregation, 
Perpetuates the Memory 
Of RoBertT SAUNDERS ; 
For whom they cherished the highest esteem, 
As a Man 
Of unassuming manners and sterling integrity, * 
As a Christian 
Of ardent Faith, and sincere Piety, 
As a Minister 
Of sound Judgment, and affectionate Fidelity; ? 
He originated the cause in this place, 
And having sugcoetoly: preached the gospel here for 
2 years, 
He entered upon his reward, through grace, - 
On the 9th day of April, 1839, 
In the 75th year of his age. 


Here we see a plain, uneducated 
man, a man of God, rising to distinction, 
and crowned with success in his labours, 
by the power of that grace which made 
him to differ, in early life, from an un- 
thinking world, and which sustained 
him to the end of his course in the exer- 
cise of faith, in the infinitely valuable 
atonement of Jesus Christ ; leaving be- 
hind him an attached people, collected 
by his own efforts, not inferior, in re- 
spectability and influence, to any church 
and congregation in the neighbourhood. 
“My thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways, saith 
the Lord. For as the heavens are higher 
than the earth, so are my ways higher 
than your ways, and my thoughts than 
your thoughts.” fic: 


Isleham, July 13, 1840, 
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ON THE EFFORTS OF CHRISTIANS FOR THE CONVERSION OF THE 
SINNERS AROUND THEM. 


Tuene is a desire in the hearts of | at the place of worship who seemed to 
many Christians to be engaged in doing | be attentive, he would inquire him out, 
good, but their ideas as to the modes in | get into conversation with him, visit him 
which they should labour are so vague, | again and again, and not leave him till 
that they pass through life without ever | his hopes concerning him were realized, 
being efficiently occupied in any perso- | or till he could hepe no longer. In his 
nal effort. There are others who do | tract distributions, he thought that 
put their hands to the work, but their | scarcely any thing was done in merely 
efforts are of so general, so diffused, so leaving tracts; he made them but the 
unconcentrated a character, that they | precursors of efforts directed to those 
never accomplish one quarter of what | who read them; these persons he suc- 
the same amount of labour, better di- | cessively made the subjects of his care ; 
rected, would have done. he conversed with them, prayed for 

The preacher of the gospel must be | them, and taught his fellow-distributers 
general in his statements ; his warnings, | to do the like, and the results were such 
his exhortations, and his appeals, must | as had never before been witnessed. 
be to the congregation, or to classes of | Of those individuals with whom he 
it; and he must wait for the Spirit | daily or casually came in contact, there 
bringing the word with power to the | was always one or more to whom his 
hearts of individuals. But in almost | efforts were in an especial manner di- 
every other department of Christian be- | rected. He conversed with them again 
neyolence, he will be most successful | and again, wrote to them, or gave them 
whose efforts are successively directed | such tracts as he considered best adapt- 
to individuals, and whose prayers on | ed to their cases, prayed for them, and 
their behalf ascend contemporaneously | ever seemed as unwilling to let them go 
with his efforts. We have a most in- | as though his own salvation had depend- 
structive example of this in the life of | ed upon the success of his efforts. 
that eminent American Christian, Har-| If the efforts of private Christians were 
lan Page. His works of Christian be-| thus turned towards individuals, they 
nevolence, so remarkably blessed, were | would be far more energetic, and we be- 

a succession of efforts directed to indi- | lieve more successful. We need scarce- 
viduals. * In the Sunday-school of | ly add, that the example of Page should 
which he was superintendent, he would | be followed, not in active effort only, 
address himself personally to a teacher | but in fervent prayer 5 and prayer of- 
or a scholar, say a few words to arouse | fered on behalf of those whom we made 
him from his indifference, follow these | successively the objects of our solicitude —_— 
-up, shortly after, with something more | and of our efforts would be fervent, and 
lengthened, more close and urgent, and | would be answered. There would be 
not leave him till he was brought to | such a feeling of the heart towards those 
Christ. In an inquiry-meeting he would | individuals as must reach their hearts, 
devote himself successively to individu- | They might sometimes be offended, but 
als, with such an earnestness of purpose | often they would be won. ‘The gospel 
towards each, that the one with whom | preached to them among a mass, and _ 
for the time being he was occupied, | which as part of a mass they habitually _— 
would feel as if he alone were the object | evaded, would be brought to them with 
of solicitude. He would continue with | a direct energy which they could noé 
one after the meeting was concluded, | evade. They would hear, they could E: 
accompany him to his home, talk with | not choose but think, and soon they — 
him by the way as if all depended upon | would pray. : 
_ that opportunity being embraced, and,} We do not undervalue the preaching 
2 eaived at his house, would kneel down | of the gospel. Without this, all that we — - 
‘with him, and engage in earnest prayer | recommend would do but little. Some- 
for his salvation. If he saw a stranger | times, indeed, those would be eae 
oe whom oY pera wane 3 but 
< © Fiis\life, publi igi more generally the effort directed to an 
‘die sions tahoe ake individual would bring that gospel to 
“price, 28.0 . his heart which he had before heard, 


5 = 


+ ~ 


ad 


~*~ 
» 


458 EFFORTS OF 
thought upon, and dismissed; or it 
would operate on a mind, in a measure 
prepared for it by the previous influence 
of preaching. In order to our engaging 

| with ardour and energy in any work of 

Christian benevolence, it is necessary 

| that we should feel deeply for the misery 

| which we seek to alleviate ; and proba- 
bly we, in most cases, feel more deeply 
| when we contemplate a case of indivi- 
dual suffering than when we look at the 
sufferings of the multitude. An illustra-~ 
tion of this may be taken from an author 
whose writings, though containing much 
that is objectionable, have many touches 
of true pathos. A trifling incident has 
led him to figure to himself the miseries 
of confinement. He was, he says, in a 
right frame for it, and so gave full scope 
to his imagination. “I was going,” 
says he, “to begin with the millions of 
my fellow-creatures born to no inheri- 
tance but slavery ; but finding, however 
affecting the picture was, that I could 
not bring it near me, and that the multi- 
tudes of sad groups in it did but distract 
me, I took a single captive, and having 
first shut him up in his dungeon, I then 
looked through the twilight of his grated 
door to take his picture. I beheld his 
body half wasted away with long expec- 
tation and confinement, and felt what 
kind of sickness of the heart it was 
which arises from hope deferred. Upon 
looking nearer, I saw him pale and fe- 
verish: in thirty years the western breeze 
had not once fanned his blood—he had 
seen no sun, no moon, in all that time— 
nor had the voice of friend or kinsman 
breathed through his lattice ;—his chil- 
dren !——But here my heart began to 


Z bleed, and~I_ was forced to go on with 
| of his worldly neighbours or acquaint 


another part of the portrait.” | 
He does go on with the details of a 
picture, which many, who can think of 
prisons full of captives without emotion, 
could not. contemplate ‘without being 
‘deeply affected. a : 
It might be supposed, that our enter- 
ing deeply into a case of individual 
misery, would impede the flow of our 
feelings towards any considerable num 
ber of objects; or that if they 
ih at all for such object 
bu i 
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lieve that these, in slave-holding coun- 
tries, are not extraordinary cases, but 
what are frequently occurring; or per- 
haps, like the author we have just 
quoted, he contemplates the case of an 
individual slave, pictures, in imagina- 
tion, his sufferings from boyhood to old 
age, his cheerless toils, his scourgings, 
his imprisonments, his matilations, his 
tenderest ties violated, all the human 
feelings within him outraged :—will he 
be a less ardent abolitionist afterwards ? 
Rather, will he not regard slavery with 
double abhorrence, and labour for its de- 
struction with double energy? : 
The cases are analogous when we 
view men as the slaves of sin, and are 
willing to labour for their deliverance. 
If the Christian sets himself to the con- 
templation of the miserable condition of 
the world of sinners, the multitude of 
sad groups does but distract him; but 


let him take a single mind, bound cap- 
tive—a single soul, the slave of sin—a 
man, one of that vast number who walk 
in a vain show, and disquiet themselves 
in vain; let him contemplate his course 
through life, ever wasting the energies 
of an immortal mind on toys and trifles, ‘ 
ever hoping for happiness from some- 
thing in prospect, and though ever 
mocked by hope, still unemancipated 
from its delusions, till he passes out of 
the world ; and let him follow in imagi- 
nation such a soul to his waking in eter- 
nity, to his appearance at the judgment- 
bar, and to his final state ;—the moving 
| picture will have far more of vividness, ° 
and will make a much deeper impres- | 
sion, than would the more general view. 
| If after such a contemplation, the Chris- 
| tian were to turn his attention to that one 


| ances who seemed the least hostile to re- 

| ligion, if he were to make his conversion 

| the subject of earnest and importunate 

| prayer, to reason with him, to press upon | 

| him repeatedly, with affectionate earne 
| Hess, a concern for his eternal welfare, 
| and if he should have reason sliev 
| that his efforts were e instru 

| in rescuing th 
seems difficr 
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ever afterwards, an active and devoted 
Christian. The cases of all who are at 
enmity with God are so much alike, 
their pursuits, though seen under various 
aspects are, im vanity, so identical, the 
hopes which can be entertained of their 
final doom are so much the same, that 
when the Christian has fully realized 
and deeply felt for one case, he can 
searcely avoid turning his thoughts to- 
wards those of the multitude ; and much 
of the depth of feeling he experienced 
in the individual case, will come to ex- 
tend itself tomankind at large. Thus it 
is, that those who haye felt much for in- 
dividual sinners, and laboured for their 
conversion, feel more deeply than others 
the force of such phrases as “ A world 
lymg in wickedness, ’—“ Nations living 
without the knowledge of Christ,” &e. 
The good which would result from 
clear views being had of the condition 
of individual sinners, and of the efforts 
of private Christians generally being di- 
rected towards individuals would be in- 
calculable. The pastor would have en- 
larged congregations to preach to, and 
the seed which he scattered would no 
longer be left to perish. The members 
of Christian churches each having, at all 
times, at least one sinner the object of 
his special efforts and prayers, multi- 
tudes would be brought in, and all the 
united efforts of the church would be 
attended with new energy and power. 
Nor would the good effect of the habit 
of concentrated and energetic effort be 


BAPTIST WORTHIES.—No. VIII. 


BUNYAN, 


JOHN 


In the list of Baptist Worthies, the 
name of John Bunyan ought to follow 
that of John Gifford. While true reli- 
gion or English literature remains, the 
name of Bunyan will not be forgotten, 
nor remembered without veneration. 
Bunyan isa universal favourite. Princes, 
statesmen, philosophers, and poets, cele- 
brate his praise. The common people 
read his works with delight. Some of 
those works have been translated into 
various languages, and have obtained.a 
wide circulation. Hence his character, 
history, writings, and imprisonment, are 
almost universally known: for who has 
not heard of the Elstow tinker, in early 
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confined to those around, but in every 
department of Christian philanthropy it 
would be seen. Even in missionary un- 
dertakings, which seem generally to be 
called forth by the consideration of the 
state of large masses, the habit of defined 
and specific effort may be of great uti- 
lity. It may lead the societies to mea- 
sure the amount of their success, not by 
the extent of ground occupied, but by 
the number of souls gained; and, in- 
stead of being satisfied with a great 
number of weak and widely scattered 
stations, they may endeavour to have 
each station so strong as to afford a rea- 
sonable prospect, that the agency which 
they haye seen so successful around 
themselves, may there, at an early pe- 
riod, be established. Be this, however, 
as it may, there can be no doubt that 
the general results will be of signal im- 
portance, When Christians generally 
shall have rightly felt and acted upon 
their obligation to seek the salvation of 
the souls around them, when they shall 
have realized the cases of individuals 
walking in the way to destruction, and 
laboured, prayed, yea, travailed in soul 
for their rescue, there will be, in every 
department of Christian effort, such a 
depth of feeling, such a definiteness of 
purpose, such zeal and energy, such a 
spirit of self-sacrifice, and such earnest 
prayer, as must, with the divine influ- 
enee which these will call down, result 
in the salvation of the world. ma 


life the ringleader of sport and wicked- 
ness on the village green, afterwards 
becoming the glorious dreamer in Bed- 


ford Jail, where he conceived and wrote——— 


the Pilgrim’s Progress, 

Bunyan was born, a.p. 1628, at El- 
stow, a village near Bedford. His father 
was a tinker, very poor, and “ of that 
rank in life that is meanest and most 
despised of all the families in the land.” 


Both his parents were “honest and bore — 


a fair character ;” nor did they neglect 
the education of their son, who says, 
they “put me to school, to learn me to 
read and write, according to the rate of 
other poor men’s children.” But what- 


~ 
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ever was the amount or quality of his 
education, it taught him neither to fear 
God, nor to regard man—for from a 
child, he says, ‘I had but few equals 
for cursing, swearing, lying, and blas- 
pheming the holy name of God. Yea, 
so settled and rooted was I in these 
things, that they became as a second 
nature to me.’ He was passionately 
fond of the village sports so common in 
those days among the enemies of Puri- 
tamism and liberty—such as leaping, 
dancing, May-poles, May-games, and 
Morrice dances—recommended to all 
his loving subjects by James I., in the 
Book of Sports, which was ordered to 
be read in all the churches of England! 
When seventeen years old Bunyan en- 
tered the Parliamentary army, then 
flushed with recent victories, under the 
generalship of Fairfax and Cromwell— 
shared with his compatriots in the dan- 
gers and glory of the battle of Naseby, 
and afterwards was present at the siege 
of Leicester, where he experienced a 
merciful interposition of providence, 
which he relates in the following words: 
“ When I was a soldier, I, with others, 
was drawn out to go to such a place to 
besiege it: but when I was just ready 
to go, one of the company desired to go 
in my room: to which whenI had con- 
sented he took my place; and coming 
to the siege, as he stood sentinel, he was 
shot inthe head, and died.” This com- 
bination of judgment and mercy made 
no salutary impression on his heart, for 
he “grew more and more rebellious 
against God, and careless of his own 
salvation.” 

After leaving the army he returned to 
his native place, and married a woman 
of oreat excellence, by whose example, 
and “ chaste conversation, coupled with 
fear,” a partial reformation was produced 
in his conduct. She frequently enticed 
him to read “ The Plain Man’s Pathway 
to Heaven,’ and “The Practice of 
Piety,” which excited in him a desire to 
reform his vicious life, and to fall in with 
the religion of the times. But the en- 
mity of his mind against God was unsub- 
dued by the doctrines of the cross. —He 


was not convinced of his guilt and dan- 


ger as a transgressor of the moral law ; 
nor did he yet build his hopes of salva- 
tion on the meritorious obedience of the 
Son of God—nay, he was in a state of 
profound ignorance respecting the per- 
son and work of Jesus Christ. Tempo- 


rary convictions had indeed often ren- 


dered him uneasy in the midst of his 
amusements and sinful gratifications— 
visions had haunted his imagination— 
he had received frequent and faithful 
reproofs from the Puritans of Bedford 
and Elstow—but he had not yet “ put 
off the old man with his deeds, and put 
on the new man, which after God is 
created in righteousness and true ho- 
liness.” One reformation followed 
another without a corresponding change 
of heart, and unattended with genuine 
repentance. Bunyan himself says, ‘‘ As 
yet I was nothing but a poor, painted 
hypocrite ; yet I loved to be talked of, 
as one that was truly godly. I was 
proud of my godliness, and did all I 
could to be well-spoken of by men. 
And thus I continued for about a twelve- 
month or more.” 

Providence and grace were, liowever, 
preparing to achieve his deliverance 
from the dominion of sin, and to bring 
him into the glorious liberty of the sons 
of God—an event most auspicious to 
Bunyan, and beneficial in its conse- 
quences to the whole Christian church. 
Let him speak for himself—“Upon a 
day, the good providence of God called 
me to Bedford, to work at my calling ; 
and in one of the streets of that town I 
came where there were three or four 
women sitting at a door in the sun, talk- 
ing about the things of God. Their talk 
was about the new birth—the work of 
God in their hearts ; as also how they 
were convinced of their miserable state 
by nature. They talked how God had 
visited their souls with his love in the 
Lord Jesus, and with what promises 
they had been refreshed, comforted, and 
strengthened, against the temptations of 
the devil. Methought they spake as if 
joy made them speak, and they were to 
me as if I had found a new world: as if 
they were people that dwelt alone, and 
were not to be reckoned among their 
neighbours. By these things, my mind 
was now so turned, that it lay like a 
horse-leech at the vein: still erying out, 
give, give; and was so fixed on eter- 
nity, and on the things of the kingdom 


of heaven, that neither pleasures, nor 
profits, nor threats, could loose it, or ~~ 


make it let goitshold.” 
Fieree and distressing conflicts with | 


the powers of darkness followed this 


transition from death unto life ; difficul- 2 


ties about election, and fears lest he had 


outlived the day of grace, held hima __ 
long time in bondage ; while the expec- _ 


a 


+ 


Peace to their memories ! 
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tation of impulses and revelations pre- 
vented, for a season, his receiving the 
Lord Jesus Christ, as made unto him 
* wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, 
and redemption.” Bunyan was even- 
tually introduced to “holy Mr, Gifford,” 
pastor of the Baptist church at Bedford, 
and from him received much spiritual 
advice and consolation. In all probabi- 
lity, Gifford was the Evangelist who met 
Christian at the commencement of his 
journey from the city of destruction to 
the heavenly Jerusalem, and said unto 
him, pointing his finger over a very wide 
field, ‘““ Do you see yonder wicket gate ? 
The man said, no. Then said the other, 
do you see yonder shining light? He 
said, | thmk I do. Then said Evange- 
list, keep that light in your eye, and go 
up directly thereto, so shall you see the 
gate, at which when thou knockest, it 
shall be told thee what thou shalt do.” 

Gifford had the honour and satisfac- 
tion of baptizing Bunyan, and of receiy- 
ing him into Christian fellowship. He 
was thenabout twenty-five years of age. 
He gives the following account of his 
call to the ministry: “ After I had been 
about five or six years awakened, and 
helped to see both the want and the 
worth of the Lord Jesus Christ, and also 
enabled to venture my soul upon him, 
some of the saints among us most able 
for judgment and holiness of life, did 
perceive, as they conceived, that God 
had counted me worthy to understand 
something of his will in his holy and 
blessed word, and had given me utte- 
rance to express what I saw, to others, 
for edification—therefore they desired 
that I would be willing at sometimes to 
take in hand to speak a word of exhor- 
tation to them.” Afterwards, “ being 
desired by the church, after solemn 
prayer to the Lord, with fasting, I was 
more particularly called forth, and ap- 
pointed to a more ordinary and public 
preaching of the word.” 

It is a fact of no common interest, 
that a few persons belonging to a de- 
spised and calumniated sect, were the 
first to discover the extraordinary talents 
of Bunyan, and to encourage him in ex- 


changing the itineration of a tinker for 


the functions of a Christian minister. 
No sooner 
begun to preach, in the villages 
about “Bedford, to admiring multitudes, 
who came from all parts to hear his 
wonderful sermons, than the doctors and 
priests of the country became vehement 
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in their-condemnation of his uncanonical 
proceedings, and eager to check his ris- 
ing popularity by the weapons of spiri-~ 
tual despotism. They might as well 
have attempted to roll back the tides of 
the ocean, or to stop the sun in his 
course! Hnraged at the loss of their 
own congregations, and terrified with 
the success of a man not episcopally or- 
dained, they took counsel together how 
they might put him in prison. They 
soon got possession of their victim; for 
in November, 1660, while preaching at 
Samsell, in Bedfordshire, Bunyan was 
interrupted by a constable, who arrested. 
him, and on the following morning took 
him before the justices. During the ex-~ 
amination which ensued, one of the jus- 
tices, a clergyman, said to Bunyan, “J 
have read of one Alexander, a copper- 
smith, who did much oppose and disturb 
the apostles.” This luckless attempt at 
wit drew from the tinker an admirable 
retort—“ I also have read of very many 
priests and pharisees that had their hands 
in the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
However, the Nonconformist was con- 
demned and sent to prison for not going 
to church, as well as for attending con- 
venticles contrary to law and to the dis- 
turbance of the clergy! The Glorious 
Dreamer made a defence which his ene- 
mies could neither gainsay nor resist ; 
while his wife, at a later date, nobly and 
heroically pleaded his cause before Judge 
Hale and other legal functionaries. But 
ignorance, malice, and tyranny defeated 
all attempts to procure his liberation. 
Indignant as all the friends of truth and 
liberty must feel at his unjust imprison- 
ment, for claiming the nights of con- 
science, and obeying God rather than 
men, yet they can but admire the wis- 
dom and goodness of the Most High in 
overruling the wrath of man for the in- 
crease and edification of the church of 
Christ: for when prevented by the ene- 


mies of freedom from travelling through me 


_— 


his extensive diocese, “confirming t 
souls of the disciples, and exhorting them 
to continue in the faith,” Bunyan em- 
ployed his long confinement in writing 
books, especially the Pilgrim’s Progress, 
which will transmit his name to the 
latest posterity, as an able minister of 


the New Testament, and a victim of 


Church Establishments. Let the readers 

of his incomparable allegory bear in 

mind, that for seven years the author was 

not permitted to step over the threshold 

of his prison-door, and that all gel 
K 
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to procure his release failed till the year 
1672, when he had been twelve years a 
sufferer for conscience’ sake.’ The en- 
durance of these wrongs has endeared 
the memory of John Bunyan to every 
friend of liberty, while their infliction 
will reflect everlasting disgrace on the 
reign of Charles II., and on the reli- 
gious establishment of which he was 
the anointed, though not virtuous head. 

Grateful to God for the liberation of 
their honoured pastor, the church at 
Bedford held a day of thanksgiving, and 
in the month of August, 1672, bought a 
piece of ground on which their meeting- 
house was built. Bunyan soon became 
the most popular preacher in the king- 
dom. Southey says, “he often visited 
London, where his reputation was so 
great, that if a day’s notice were given, 
the meeting-house at Southwark would 
not contain half the people.” An eye- 
witness of his popularity ‘“‘ computed 
about 3,000 that came to hear him, so 
that half were fain to go back again for 
want of room; and then himself was 
fain at a back door to be pulled almost 
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over people to get upstairs to the pul- 
pit.” ‘Thus the people never fail to sym- 
pathize with the oppressed. 

In the midst of his well-earned repu- 
tation this end drew nigh; for twelve 
years confinement in a damp cell had 
undermined his constitution and short- 
ened his days. Gospel consolations 
supported him in the last conflict. The 
sting of death was taken away—the 
cross was the ground of his confidence 
—and heaven was his anticipated rest. 
To his weeping friends he said, “1 go 
to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who will no doubt, through the media- 
tion of his blessed Son, receive me, 
though a sinner, where I hope we shall 
ere long meet, to sing the new song, and 
remain everlastingly happy, world with- 
out end. Amen.” ‘ And when he had 
said this, he fell asleep,” August 31, 
1688, aged 60. Generations yet unborn 
will— 
“ Revere the man whose pilgrim marks the 

road, 


And guides the progress of the soul to God.” 
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BY DR. BENJAMIN DAVIES. 


THE following ‘address, written by the laborious President of the Canada Baptist 
Theological Institution, constitutes the Circular Letter of the Ottawa Baptist Association. 
The importance of the subject and the felicity of the illustrations, have led us to think that 
we shall render service to the British churches, by presenting it to them entire. 


__ Tur Ministers and Delegates, assem- 
bled in Association at St. Andrews, on 
the 22nd day of January, 1840, to the 
churches which they represent, send 
greeting. 


Drarty Benovep Breraren,—As_ it 
has pleased him, who has been made 
head over all things to the church, to 
bring us together at this yearly season, 
when it is our privilege to hold fraternal 
‘intercourse, and our duty to devise 
measures for promoting the peace-and 
usefulness of our religions community, 
we think it meet to call your attention 
to a matter of great moment, as it re- 
_gards the success and stability of the sa- 
cred cause. 

We pray you then to give your can- 


“did and Christian consideration to the | 
Subject of this year’s epistle, namely: —_| these evils, it cannot be deemed foreign 


The importance of Education for those 
who undertake the work of the Ministry. 


This may seem to many not a suitable 
subject for a Circular Letter; yet our 
present circumstances justify the selec- 
tion. There are doubtless many among 
us who have not hitherto considered this 
matter and felt its importance, and it is 
to be feared, there are some who look 
upon it with jealousy, if not with hosti- 
lity. But at the same time there is 
among us a theological institution, which 
cannot be Tee 
the countenance and liberality of the 
fraternity in general. How then can 
such a support be secured, unless the in- 
difference of some, and the opposition of 
others, be removed? When therefore — 
we endeavour to effect the removal of 
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y supported, without 
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from the design of the annual epistle. 
As the object of every Christian confe- 
deracy, whether of individuals in church- 
es, or of churches in associations, should 
be the advancement of religion, it can- 
not be inconsistent with the purpose of 
the present yearly meeting of the 
churches, to invite the attention of the 
members to the importance of securing 
a well-informed ministry. 

As the present subject is novel to 
many, it is necessary, in order to prevent 
misapprehension, and to remove some 
common mistakes and prejudices, to 
state distinctly, before we attempt to 
show the importance of education for 
ministers, what we mean by education, 
and also what we do not contend for, 
while urging its importance. 

By education, then, we mean literary 
training in various degrees, from the 
lowest, which consists chiefly in the abi- 
lity to speak and write the English lan- 
guage with propriety, to the highest that 
ean be reached by the human mind. No 
minister in the present day deserves to 
be called educated, unless he is at least 
master of his own language. The epi- 
thet cannot be properly applied to one 
of less attainment; and even this appli- 
cation of it is not customary, for it ge- 
nerally implies extensive and varied at- 
tainments. The edueation, which we 
think it desirable for ministers in gene- 
ral to possess, consists in a knowledge 
of the original languages of the serip- 
tures (in addition to a good command 
of their own), in a familiarity with the 
principal branches of biblical literature, 
and in mental discipline as the result of 
studying mathematics, logic, and other 
scientifie subjects. 

It is, then, for education in the sense 
now explained that we wish to plead ; 
but in doing so, we desire te disclaim 
certain extravagant and: erroneous opi- 
nions that are held by some advocates 
of an enlightened ministry. 

1. We do not mean to contend, that’ 
none can be worthy and useful ministers 
without education.—This we cannot as- 
sert, because numerous examples both 
ancient and in modern times show the 
contrary. The first. preachers of our 
faith are well known examples of this 
kind; for many of them were destitute 
of literary culture, though they were 
made ambassadors for Christ, who ho- 


' noured them with his confidence, and. 
_ counted them faithful, putting them. into, | 
the ministry. The apostles cannot how- 
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ever, be compared with common illite- 
rate men, because they had the gift of 
inspiration, which served as a miracu- 
lous substitute for learning, to remove 
their ignorance or to counteract its. ef- 
fects. A special assurance was given to 
them, that the Spirit should lead them 
to all the truth, which was also fulfilled 
in a supernatural manner. Under the 
influence of this_divine guidance and 
impulse, several of them composed well 
written epistles or treatises,and that too 
in Greek, which was not their mother 
tongue. Both Peter and John, the very 
men whom the Jewish rulers pronounced 
(Acts iv. 13) unlearned and ignorant, 
became afterwards Greek authors ; and 
of the other Galileans, Matthew, James, 
and Jude, and perhaps some: besides, 
wrote as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost. Hence it may be seen, that the 
want of literary attainments in many of 
the apostles cannot be justly urged as 
an argument against an educated minis- 
try. It is often inferred by the oppo- 
nents of education, that as the apostles 
could succeed without it, so may the 
religious-teachers of the present day. 
But it must be evident to any conside- 
rate person, that such an inference is 
unjust ; beeause the gift of inspiration 
is no longer dispensed. If, indeed, our 
pastors: and missionaries enjoyed. the 
same’ special and miraculous assistance 
as the first teachers, then it is very pos- 
sible that they too might excel without 
possessing the advantages of human tui- 
tion. But it maybe questioned, whether 
education would not have! been of some 
value even: to the apostles, highly fa- 
voured as they were. 
a remarkable fact, that much more than 
half the New Testament was. composed 
by learned men, namely, Paul and Luke; 
the former of whom was trained at the 
feet of Gamaliel, and the latter educated 
for the medical profession? Is not this 
fact. a plain indieation, that even in the 


case: of inspired. men, literary, training ~~ 


contributed: not. a little to, increase use- 
fulness? Why else should the apostle 


of the Gentiles and the beloved physi- 


cian have excelled as sacred penmen ? 
Why should they have done more than 
all the others put together, for the in- 


struction and stability of the church in — 


every subsequent age; except because 
their erudition proved auseful handmaid 
to their spiritual gifts? 

But not to dwell longer on the case of. 
‘those extraordinary men, it is cheerfully 


Is.it not at least. « 
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and thankfully admitted, that many, 
who could lay claim to neither inspira- 
tion nor education, have proved great 
blessings in the ministry. There is a 
goodly number of such men, well known 
and deservedly esteemed, among us. 
Even some of the very fathers of our 
community belong to this class. Far be 
it then from us to detract from the worth 
and services of these honoured men, 
whose praise is in all the churches. But 
yet it will always be found on examina- 
tion, that the usefulness of such indivi- 
duals is owing either to their possessing 
genius, orto their labouringamong people 
as uncultivated as themselves. A few 
may become eminent in consequence of 
possessing genius, which can amply com- 
pensate for the want of education; as 
was the case with John Bunyan, whose 
natural powers of mind made the untu- 
tored tinker a mighty preacher and an 
immortal author. But the generality 
succeed in the ministry, chiefly because 
the persons, whose good they mostly 
seek, are too uncultivated to detect and 
dislike their improprieties of speech and 
their crudities of thought. They never 
can collect and edify an intelligent con- 
gregation, who require in the teachers 
at least as much cultivation as they them- 
selves possess. Illiterate preachers may 
be exceedingly useful among illiterate 
people ; perhaps even more useful than 
some others could be, who are eminent 
for learning. But yet the acknowledged 
worth of many unlettered ministers can- 
not be a reason for withholding literary 
culture from devoted men who wish to 
serve God in the gospel of his Son; be- 
cause these very ministers are often 
heard lamenting their deficiencies, and 
coveting learning as a help for them in 
their work, and many of them have been 
known to toil hard for years in order to 
inform and improve their minds, till at 
length by self-teaching they became ca- 
pable of interesting the most cultivated 
hearers, and of distinguishing themselves 
as theological writers. Of this we have 
a bright example in Andrew Fuller, of 
blessed memory, who began to preach 


when very unlearned, but who was soe. 


sensible of his disadvantages that he used 
great diligence to acquire that know- 
ledge, without which he could never be, 
what he at length became, one of the 
most valuable men of his time, and de- 
cidedly the most useful minister in our 


religious community, 
__.2, We do not mean, on the other hand, . How happy a circumstance would it be 
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to contend that education alone, apart 
from moral adaptation, can qualify for 
the ministry.—There are, indeed, multi- 
tudes who speak of training for the sa- 
cred office, in the same terms as they 
do of any other professional education, 
vainly supposing that as learning may 
make a lawyer, so it may also a minister. 
It is a notorious fact, that in all secular 
or state churches, young men are raised 
to undertake “ the care of souls,’ with- 
out any regard to their religious feelings. 
We, however, utterly reprobate such a 
notion and such a custom. Much as we 
desire a learned ministry, we desire a- 
pious ministry more. The first and most 
essential qualification which we look for 
and demand, is godliness, while we seek 
learning only as a secondary, though 
not unimportant preparation. It is our 
solemn conviction that no literary attain- 
ments, no powers of rhetoric, can give 
fitness for the work, if the heart be not 
engaged in it. This preparation of the 
heart in man must come from the Lord, 
before any other preparation, whether of 
erudition or of eloquence, can qualify 
him for the ministry. Let no one then 
charge us with the sacrilegious intent of 
making learning a substitute for piety, in 
the teachers of our churches. 

3. We do not mean ¢o contend for edu- 
cation in a theological institution, to the 
exclusion or disparagement of that which 
may be obtained in any other way.—We 
desire intelligence and cultivation in ge- 
neral, without laying much stress on the 
place or manner in which they may be 
acquired ; though we feel a preference 
for the training given in, what may be 
called, “ the schools of the prophets,” 
since it is likely to be more suitable and 
valuable, as having a more special and 
direct bearing on ministerial duties. But 
if the learning itself be sound and to the 
purpose, we care not much whether it 
has been gained at home, or in the colle- 
giate seats of liberal education, or in the 
halls of divinity. A multitude of ho- 
noured names might be mentioned of 
self-taught men, who forced their way 
to literary eminence, and commanded 


the admiration, if not provoked the en- _ 


vy, of the more favoured cultivators of 
letters, who could boast of the advan-_ 
tages and honours of renowned univer- 
sities. Who does not know the history 
of our illustrious Carey, how he became 
a prodigy of learning, without havin 
ever frequented the groves of AcademusP 
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for the cause of truth, if unlettered mi- 
nisters generally were to follow the bright 
example of Carey, Fuller, Booth, and 
others, by struggling through their diffi- 
culties and placing themselves on a level 
with the well-instructed and enlightened! 
But, alas! this is too much to expect. 
Some, indeed, are known to be making 
most praiseworthy efforts for this pur- 
pose; yet while we heartily wish them 
success, we feel persuaded that, under 
existing circumstances, an educated mi- 
nistry cannot be secured among us, with- 
out the aid of an institution, in which 
men of God may have special facilities 
for improving their minds. And hence 
we may justly infer the importance, if 
not the necessity, of the Theological 
School, recently opened among us, in 
which all, who are called to the work, 
may find education at their own expense, 
and many even at the expense of the be- 
nevolent, when they haye no private re- 
sources. 

Having made the foregoing remarks, 
in the hope of correcting the misappre- 
hensions of some, and of silencing the 
cavils of others, we shall now proceed to 
prove and illustrate the importance of 
education for ministers of the gospel. 

All must grant that the chief endea- 
vours of a minister should be, first, to 
understand the Bible himself, and se- 
condly, to teach it to others. On this 
view, then, of ministerial duties we 
ground our proofs, which must accord- 
ingly be arranged under two heads. 

I, Ministers need education, because it 
will greatly assist them in studying and 
understanding the scriptures.—It is often 
said that the Bible is an easy book ; and 
so doubtless it is in a certain sense. It 
is easy to be understood as to things 
most desirable to be known, for no scho- 
larship is required in order to make out 
the way of salvation, and the principal 
duties incumbent on man. Yet even 
the way of life is so intelligible, not be- 
cause it is always expressed with clear- 
ness, but because it is stated so often 
and in so great a variety of terms, thata 
person of the commonest apprehension 
cannot fail, as we may say, to catch the 
idea. For instance, it is possible that an 
ignorant man may not comprehend what 
_ is meant by “ being born again ;” yet he 
will, almost without fail, know what is 
meant by “repenting” and “ believing,” 
which are only different expressions for 
the saving change intended by regene- 
ration. So also the declaration that “ the 
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blood of Christ cleanseth from all sin,” 
though quite intelligible to a Jew or any 
one conversant with the law of Moses, 
can scarcely suggest the proper idea to 
an ignorant mind; yet the very truth 
here taught is elsewhere stated in the 
plainest manner, as when it is declared 
that God forgives sin for the sake of 
Christ. But while it is thankfully ad- 
mitted, that “he who runs may read” 
the things which belong to his peace ; 
yet all must allow that there are ‘ some 
things hard to be understood, which they 
that are unlearned and unstable wrest to 
their own destruction” (2 Pet. iii. 16) ; 
and many will be ready even to confess 
that the Bible is a difficult book, And 
who, that knows the history and contents 
of the sacred volume, can wonder at its 
difficulties? A collection of writings, 
that are of such high antiquity, several 
of them being the most ancient in ex- 
istence, that were composed by Orientals 
for the use, in the first place, of people 
whose mode of living, thinking, and 
speaking differed widely from our own, 
that treat_on the most sublime and ab- 
struse subjects, and that,too, in languages 
which have long since ceased to be spo- 
ken, and therefore not easily mastered, 
and that have been handed down for 
many generations by the labour of the 
pen, which is a process far less favoura- 
ble to correctness than printing,—surely 
a collection of such a character, must be 
expected to contain parts, exceedingly 
obscure to us, however clear they may 
have’ been to the first readers. 

How then, we ask, can an untaught 
preacher understand these obscure and 
seemingly unintelligible portions of the 
divine oracles? Will commentaries suf- 
fice to instruct him? We think not. 


Some of these may doubtless often help, 


but they seldom satisfy, a person that is 
intent, as every minister ought to be, on 
discovering the sense of every part. A 


sensible and inquisitive reader of a com--— 


a 


mentary always feels desirous of forming 
an opinion for himself, as to the sound- 


ness of the critical remarks and the va 


rious attempts at explanation, which 
abound in such a work ; but this he ean- 
not do, without possessing a consider- 
able knowledge of the original languages 
of the scriptures, not to mention other 
aids to biblical interpretation. It is a 
fact that many have been induced to 
learn Greek and Hebrew, in consequence 
of meeting with some words in these 
languages, in an exposition or critical 


—_ 


— 
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remark. But while it must be the desire 
of every intelligent reader, to form a de- 
liberate judgment on the sense of holy 
writ, how much more ought every pro- 
fessed and public expounder of the lively 
oracles, both to desire and to be able to 
form an enlightened and matured opi- 
nion. He at Jeast should never be un- 
der the necessity of believing implicitly, 
what this or that expositor asserts. He 
ought to be scholar enough to put to the 
test the correctness of the criticisms of 
others, and to discover some of the 
shades of meaning and valuable hints 
which the original words often present, 
but which commentators seldom point 
out. We have, for example, a word of 
this kind in Phil. iii. 20, where the Greek 
term qoXirevpa, which is rendered con- 
versation, may suggest that heaven is 
the Christian’s country—that his conduct 
is ruled by heaven’s laws—that his de- 
sires and affections centre in heaven— 
and that his permanent abode will final- 
ly be in heaven. We must, then, main- 
tain, that notwithstanding all the com- 
mon helps which exist for explaining the 
Bible,.a minister is not likely to gain a 
competent understanding of its meaning, 
without possessing himself a good de- 
gree of learning and information. Can 
it be expected that an unread person, 
however good his natural abilities may 
be, will properly comprehend the pro- 
phetical writings? As to unfulfilled 
prophecies, it is generally admitted that 
they are often too difficult for even the 
ablest interpreters; as was strikingly 
exemplified in the case of Calvin, who, 
in his Commentaries on the New Testa- 
ment, omitted the book of Revelation, 
because heeould not, with all his match- 
less penetration and excellent erudition, 
discover its meaning. But even predic- 
tions that have been accomplished, such 
as those relating to Babylon, Tyre, and 
other places in the Kast, cannot be tho- 
roughly understood and turned to good 
_ purpose, as evidences of a divine revela- 
tion, except by one who is conversant 
with the ancient and modern history of 
the nations and countries spoken of by 
the prophet, as well as with the original 
language. Can any one for instance, 
make out a striking and convincing 
meaning in the promise (Isaiah xlv. 1), 
to open before Cyrus the “two-leaved 
gates,” unless he is aware that such 
en in Baby- 
at the time when the city was taken 


_. by that conqueror? Also in other parts, 
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in which precepts or doctrines are laid 
down, obscurities occur, which cannot 
be readily and satisfactorily removed 
without a knowledge of Hebrew or 
Greek. Thus in 1 John iii. 3, “ every 
man that hath this hope in him purifieth 
himself,” the words in him are often 
taken to signify within himself, while 
they in reality mean on him; i.e. Christ, 
as a mere glance at the Greek will show 
beyond dispute. 

II. Ministers need education, because 
it will enable them more effectually to ex- 
plain the scriptures to others —When a 
minister of the word acquires sacred 
knowledge, it is not so much that he 
may enrich himself, as that he may dis- 
pense it to those who are ignorant and 
out of the way. “ Therefore every 
scribe, instructed unto the kingdom of 
heaven, is like to a householder, who 
bringeth forth out of his treasure things 
new and old.” But to communicate 
truth to others is often difficult, even for 
some who find it easy to investigate and 
discover it for themselves. It is there- 
fore one of the main objects of good 
literary training to obviate this difficulty, 
by imparting a facility to express what- 
ever useful ideas the mind has acquired. 
There are two modes of communicating 
instruction, viz. speaking and writing ; 
and in both these it is desirable that a 
religious teacher should be competent to 
explain and enforce the truths of revela- 
tion. The education, then, for which we 
plead will teach him how to express, in 
an intelligible, if not attractive form, his 
own discoveries and views to his hearer 
or reader. Fr it will teach him how to 
define terms, and so to distinguish accu- 
rately between them. Inability or neg- 
ligence in this particular, is well known 
to be the cause of much confusion and 
many hot disputes in theology. Thus a 
preacher once maintained that the atone- 
ment of Christ is made in heaven for 
sinners as they repent; and, conse- 
quently scandalized many of his hearers, 
who believed that it had been already 
completed on the cross. Now, had he 
stated exactly what he meant by the 


term “atonement,” which was evidently. 


an actual] reconciliation to God, none of 
his hearers could object to his opinion, 
though they might to his language. = 
Proper mental discipline will also tend — 

to make a minister observe sequence and 
method in his remarks, so that his dis- 
courses will not pee aconfused mass 

d together without con- 


a 
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nection and without design. Good ar- 
rangement or method is as necessary in 
a sermon as sound tactics in the mar- 
shalling of an army for battle. What 
prudent general would ever bring his 
forces into conflict without order and 
design? No more should a preacher 
advance a multitude of remarks that are 
loose and have no common bearing ; for 
ifhe be without aim, the hearer must be 
expected to feel no interest, and conse- 
quently to receive no instruction. If the 
ambassador of Christ has no specific 
message, but speaks altogether at ran- 
dom, without having a definite object to 
accomplish, how can he expect to be 
heard with attention and respect? Can 
any minister “excel to the edifying of 
the church,” who does not “ seek out ac- 
ceptable words,’ and who is not pre- 
pared, like Paul, “ to reason of righteous- 
ness, temperance, and judgment to 
come?” All sensible men would scout 
a public lecturer on any literary or sci- 
entific subject, who should talk incohe- 
rently, without either sound reasoning 
or lucid arrangement. But are not co- 
herency and cogency in discourse as 
much to be expected from a teacher of 
heavenly truth? or has he a special pri- 
vilege, seeing that his themes are so sa- 
cred and momentous, to express his 
ceoug hts in a confused and unedifying 
form? God forbid. Rather as the truths 
which he has to propound transcend all 
others in importance, so he ought to ex- 
cel in clear_and convincing discourse. 
He ought to be able to discuss an article. 
of our boly faith, in a style as methodi- 
cal and cogent as that in which the 
great apostle has treated the doctrine of 
the resurrection in 1 Cor. xv. Now, all 
these qualifications for public. teaching 
are more or less the results of the intel- 
lectual discipline which must always 
accompany a good education. There 
are various branches of study which di- 
rectly tend to impart these benefits, es- 
pecially philology, mathematics, logic, 
and metaphysics. It is scarcely possible 
for a person of good understanding to 
pursue these studies, without acquiring 
a habit of thinking and speaking with 
clearness and precision, if not with ele- 
ance. 
With the ability to explain the truths 


of Seripture is closely allied the 
_ to defend them. 
above all men, “ be ready always to give 
an answer to eyery one that asketh a 


abe 
A minister should, 


reason of the hope that is in him.” But 
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in numerous instances he cannot do this 
without the aid of education. As learn- 
ing has often been employed to propa- 
gate error, and even to assail the Bible, 
learning must also be needed to adyo- 
cate the truth? Who does not see the 
necessity, that a professed teacher of re- 
ligion should be sufficient scholar to ex- 
plode the learned criticisms with which 
many endeayour-to bolster up errors? 
For instance, our distinguishing practice 
as Baptists often needs a learned advo- 
cate ; not indeed because a plain reader 
of the Bible cannot discover his duty, 
but because there is often a great boast 
of learning on the otherside. There are 
too many disputants who, as the erudite 
and candid Dr. G. Campbell remarks,* 
* maintain, in defiance of etymology and 
use, that the word rendered in the New 
Testament baptize, means more properly 
to sprinkle than to plunge, and, in defi- 
ance of all antiquity, that the former 
method was the earliest, and, for many 
centuries, the most general practice in 
baptizing.” Ought not our ministers, 
then, to be prepared to expose the igno- 
rance and temerity of such disputants ? 

Need we advance more in proof of 
the importance of an educated ministry ? 
Then we would appeal to facts. Have 
not all the eminent reformers of the 
church in every age been learned men? 
Have not all the ablest expositors and 
advocates of the truth as it is in Jesus 
been men of learning? Are the best 
missionaries ignorant persons who know 
neither Greek nor Hebrew? Are not 
educated ministers in our churches found 
in general more acceptable, efficient, 
and successful, than those who neglect ~ 
and despise literary culture ? 

Having thus, beloved brethren, laid 
before you the subject of ministerial edu- 
cation, we cannot close without affec- 
tionately urging you to support the 
Theological Institution now established 
among us. Will you permit it to decline 
apd fall, by withholding from it your 
prayers and contributions? Will those 
who have the means to provide educa- 


tion for pious and gifted young men, ~~ 


who thirst for improvement, deny them 
any assistance? Unfaithfulness in this 


matter must be positive treachery to the — 


cause. But, brethren, we hope better — 
things of you. And may the love and 
mercy of God, through Christ Jesus, be 


with you all continually and abundantly. 


* Pulpit Eloquence, 10th Lecture, et 
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SABBATH MORNING. 


Awake !—awake! for the morning dawns, 
And the shadows flee away, 

While angel-songs from the “ upper skies a 
Proclaim, ’tis the holy day. 


Awake! for the sun-light gilds the east, 
And the glorious morn is bright ; 

Oh! say, did the Sabbath of Eden dawn 
With a softer, purer light ? 


The stars of the morning in concert joined, 
And heaven re-echoed the lays; 

While earth with her thousand voices swelled 
That majestic hymn of praise. 


When the holy light of the day of rest, 
First shone upon Eden’s bowers, 

And nature, in praise to her Maker, God, 
Gave back her sabbath hours. 


Long ages of sin and woe have passed 
Since that first sabbatic day : 

But still we reckon its memory dear, 
And wish it a longer stay. 


| But, oh, a far sweeter sabbath still 


Has broke through the shades of night, 
And the eastern sky is refulgent yet 
With the beams of that golden light ; 


For to-day a mighty Conqueror rose, 
And burst his prison cave ; 

Rolled back the stone from the cavern’s mouth, 
Having sanctified the grave. 


O come with me to that silent tomb 
Where the body of Jesus lay, 

For the light of heaven is shining there— 
Tis the resurrection day. 


O death! where is thy kingly power? 
And where’s thy boasting now ? 
Our Lord is risen triumphantly 
With victory on his brow. 


Now raise a higher, nobler song 
To heayen’s immortal King, 
And long as eternal ages roll, 
Loud hallelujahs sing! 
SWC; 


MARY. 


The following lines were written by the Rev. Dr. Staughton, for his daughter Mary; a short time 
before his decease. 


JUDEA once a female gave, 

As virtue fair, as sorrow grave, 

Mother of Him who came to save— 
Her name was Mary, 


An amiable sister sat 

At the Redeemer’s feet, 

And heard his words in accents sweet— 
Her name was Mary. 


A sad spectatress of His tears— 

To Jesus’ tomb her spices bears ; 

The Saviour chased her swelling fears— 
Her name was Mary. 


And see disciples weep and pray 

‘When Peter deep imprisoned lay ; 

*Twas to thy house he shaped his way— 
Thou pious Mary. 


Cowper! I bless thy magic line 

Thy classic touch, thy strains divine; 

A sympathizing friend was thine— 
Her name was Mary. 


And I had a soft soother, too, 

But she has vanished from my view, 

Far, far above heaven’s brightest blue— 
Her name was Mary. 


But I have a sweet prattler still, 

Sweeter than morn on eastern hill; 

Dear opening flower! I love thee still— 
Her name is Mary. 


New York Baptist Advocate. 


HYMN FOR A UNITED PRAYER MEETING. 


HeEarer of prayer! This meeting bless’; 4 
Enrich our spirits with thy grace ; 

That though by various names we’re known, 
We still in heart may all be one. 


ome 


“One end in view—thy glory, Lord; 
One rule of Bethe sate word a 
One disposition—that of love ; 
One final home, in heaven above. ae 
: Ts Dit 
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REVIEWS. 


The Family of God. A Sermon, occasioned 
by the Death of the Rev. W. H. Pearce, 
Baptist Missionary, Calcutta. With an 
account of the present state of the Transla- 
tions of the Holy Scriptures at the Baptist 
Mission Press in that City, and Speci- 
mens of their Typography. By EDWARD 
STEANE. London: 8vo. pp. 43. Price 1s. 


Amone persons of every class who are 
qualified to appreciate the labours of 
Christian missionaries to the heathen, it 
is generally agreed that, in the catalogue 
of modern benefactors of India, the first 
place must be conceded to William Ca- 
rey. The meanness of his origin sheds 
additional lustre over the brightness of 
his career ; while the faith and magna- 
nimity which impelled him to take the 
lead in an untried and perilous adven- 
ture, the self-denial and perseverance 
with which he exerted himself to give to 
nations who sat in darkness the light of 
revelation, and the intrepidity with which 
he cut his way through the difficulties 
peculiar to first translations into lan- 
guages which had been but partially re- 
duced to system, and opened a pathway 
to his successors, have secured to him the 
admiration of his fellow-servants, while 
they lead us to anticipate for him all that 
his gracious Master has promised to them 
“who by patient continuance in well- 
doing seek for glory, honour, and immor- 
tality.” But, after Carey, we believe 
there is no name more worthy to stand 
high in the roll than that of the amiable, 
devoted, and indefatigable man whose 
decease has occasioned this sermon. 
Entering the field twenty years later 
than Carey, he brought with him quali- 
ties of heart and mind which fitted him 
peculiarly for the work that was most 
urgent; and though subjected in the 
early part of his course to many dis- 
couragements and perplexities, he has 
served his generation, in diffusing gospel 
truth through the provinces of India, and 

- consolidating by his prudence the affairs 
_ of the Baptist Mission, in a manner for 
which thousands and tens of thousands 
in ‘subsequent ages will have cause to 
bless him, Our readers have had greater 
facilities for forming a correct estimate 
of his worth than any other portion of 


the British public ; yet they are but par- 


tially acquainted with the facts illustra- 
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tive of his industry, his disinterested- 
ness, and his generosity ; and few of 
them have any adequate conception of 
the degree in which he has promoted 
the pecuniary, as well as the spiritual 
interests of the Baptist Missionary So- 
ciety. 

During his recent visit to this country, 
in shattered health, Mr. Pearce sojourned 
some months at Camberwell; and Mr. 
Steane has very properly addressed first 
to his own congregation, and then to 
the public, this memorial of the departed 
man of God. Taking as his text the 
apostolic phrase which speaks of the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ as Him 
‘‘of whom the whole family in heaven 
and earth is named,” he observes that, 
all the inhabitants of heaven, and a por- 
tion of the population of the earth, are 
incorporated into one community, con- 
stitute one household, and notwithstand- 
ing the distant localities that divide them, ” 
sustain a common relation to each other 
and to God. In discoursing of this fa-. 
mily he inquires, “ Of whom it consists ; 
on what principle it is constituted, and 
by what bond it is held together ; what 
points of sympathy there are between 
its earthly and celestial members ; and, 
what circumstances of difference and 
superiority distinguish the latter.” In 
illustrating the last of these topics, the 
preacher remarks, that the heavenly por- 
tion of the family is perpetually receiv- 
ing accessions, but suffers no diminu- 
tion; that they are associated in one 
body, and not separated by distant lo- 
calities or diversities of sentiment ; and 
that, having reached their ultimate des-— 
tination, they are perfect both in cha- 
racter and in blessedness. 


Mr. Steane has given some account of 


the early life of his deceased friend,-— x 


which we think the reader will approve 
of our extracting. 


“The Rey. William Hopkins Pearce, to whose 
dear memory I pay this tribute of a brother's 
love, was the son of the Rev. Samuel Pearce, 
formerly pastor of the Baptist church in Can-— 


non-street, Birmingham, and so well known as _ 


one of that confederated band of now sainted — 
men by whom our mission was founded. It was 
my privilege to be honoured with his friendship 
when we were youths together at Oxford. Of 


| the church there, at that time under the pasto-— 


rate of the Rey. James Hinton, we re both 
3 L 


— 
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members, and were both baptized by that emi- 
nent minister, We were joint secretaries of the 
Sunday-schools, of which there were then not 
less than six or seven in Oxford and the neigh- 
bouring villages; and. of the Religious Tract 
Society connected with the congregation, in 
which, also, some junior members of the Univer- 
sity were united with us, as well as companions 
in the Bible Association and other kindred 
modes of usefulness. Often have “we taken 
sweet counsel together, and walked to the house 
of God in company.” I owe much to that fra- 
ternal intercourse, for we were as brothers; and 
with a vividness of recollection as though it had 
occurred but yesterday, I remember his saying 
to me, when he was about to make his Chris- 
tian profession, in reply to my remark, “ So, 
my dear friend, you are going to join the 
church ?? ‘Yes, L am; and when will you?’ 
The inquiry awakened a train of new emotions, 
and its influence never left me till it resulted, 
under God, in my public admission also into 
‘the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord.’ I shall be pardoned, i trust, for the 
mention of these circumstances. They are re- 
miniscences sacred now, and to my mind most 
grateful ; and they show, moreover, how actively 
at this period our departed missionary was em- 
ployed im labours akin to those to which his 
subsequent life was devoted. 

“ Ata very tender age he was bereft of both 
his parents, his father dying when he was but 
five years old, and his mother the following 
year. But God, who is ‘the Father of the 
fatherless,’ provided for him a foster-parent in 
the late Rev. William Nichols, then residing at 
Nottingham. From the surviving widow of 
that excellent man, who loved our departed 
friend with maternal affection, I have learnt 
that his early childhood afforded indications of 
decided piety. When only about six years of 
age, the ‘servant’ having attended him to bed, 
returned some short time after unexpectedly to 
his chamber, and found him not asleep, but on 
his knees. He had risen when she retired, and 
was pouring out his artless orphan prayer in the 
dark room, to his Father inheayen. He seemed 
to have inherited the missionary spirit, as his 
earliest predilections were for that honourable 
work, His-generous friend, perceiving the bias 
of his mind, gave him a suitable education, and 
placed him under the care of Dr, Ryland. At 
a_period a little subsequent to, this, such was 
the delicate state of his health, there appeared 
but a faint prospect that his ardent desire would 
be gratified ; and he was long kept in a state of 
anxious suspense, similar to that which so se- 
verely exercised his revered parent. In the 
mean time he removed to Oxford, and at the 
Clarendon Press acquired that knowledge of 
ae which he afterwards ee to such 

eat advantage in promoting the moral and 
sintual terest of nding tO ees 7 

“ It. was during his residence in, the family of 
Mz. Cellingmood that oo Sear 
him commenced ;. an happy 

ive, in that, gentleman’s own words, the fol- 


owing testimony to. his superior worth :—‘ His 
mental, as well-as, his. moral | We 8. Ge 
ineyondmediovity, and called for the dmira- 
tion of some. persons of n 


_ happened to come in contact with 


T am happy to be able to | 


rank and doerning who 
um, But 


all this loses its interest, and sinks almost into 
insignificance when we cal] to remembrance his 
labours of love to souls, and his bright and holy 
example of deportment and conversation, which, 
by the blessing of God, produced such salutary 
effects on his companions and fellow-disciples 
of the Lord, as to. leave a savour of it on the 
minds of some of them to this very day.’ After 
mentioning an instance in which his pious con~ 
versation and prayers were greatly blessed to 
one of his children who died, my much-esteemed 
friend concludes by saying, ‘I can only add, 
that for fervent zeal and piety, the faithful and 
diligent discharge of relative duties, and general 
loveliness of character, he stood pre-eminent in 
my esteem, and so won my affection, that I 
have ever loved him as my own son.’ 

“In the spring of the year 1817 his long- 
cherished desire of devoting himself to the In- 
dian mission was gratified ; and none of his be- 
loved coadjutors, I am sure, will think it any 
disparagement of them, if I express my convic- 
tion, that he was one of the most disinterested, 
laborious, and deservedly influential members 
of the missionary body.”—pp. 22—25. 


Referring to the pamphlet itself for 
the description of Mr, Pearce’s mission- 
ary labours and character, we subjoin 
Mr. Steane’s account of the close of his 
earthly pilgrimage :-— 

“Tt only remains that I should add some 
account of the manner in which a life so ho- 
noured and useful was closed. This I am en- 
abled to do with accuracy, having been favoured 
with several communications from India in 
which the last scene is described by those who 
were present to witness its holy peacefulness. 

“ On Monday, the 16th of March, after cor- 
responding with friendsin England and Ameri- 
ca, on the translations of the word of God and 
other kindred subjects, he was engaged till a 
late hour instructing in familiar conversation 
some of the members of his native church. In 


ave a good 
and Ms. E 


ing him for a parting word, he said,‘ Stay in 
\ the mission ; do what good you ean, and the 
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peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with thy 
spirit for ever, Amen!’ A little while after, 
another friend approached him, and after quot- 
mg some consolatory passages of Scripture, to 
which he responded by occasionally raising his 
hand, asked him how he felt: he replied, SbL: 
hope in Christ.’ His friend quoted the words, 
‘Unto you that believe he is precious ;’ he an- 
swered, ‘I know him to be so infinitely.” Per- 
ceiving that all would soon be over, his friend 
said, ‘You are going to your Lord and Mas- 
ter;’ he instantly replied, ‘A most unworthy 
servant.’ These were nearly the last words he 
spoke audibly, the powerful medicine adminis- 
tered seemed to impair his utterance. There 
was one incident, however, which the brethren 
mention as having greatly struck the minds of 
all who witnessed it. Being raised suddenly in 
bed, to relieve the oppression on his chest, his 
eye fell on Sujatali. Sujatali was born and 
educated a Mahomedan, but for many years has 
been a consistent and devoted Christian. A 
heavenly smile instantly broke over the face of 
the sutierer, and said what his lips could no 
longer tell. The converted Mussulman, catch- 
ing the expression of his eye, and addressing 
him in Bengali, exclaimed, ‘ Fear not, fear not, 
the Lord is standing by thee!’ The dying 
saint bowed his head in sweet concurrent testi- 
mony, and all around were melted with the 
spectacle, while they beheld one in the garb, 
and with the mien of an oriental, and in a 
strange tongue, soothing the death-bed of a 
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British Christian with the sublime consolations 
of the gospel. 

“ Death was now evidently at hand. The 
struggle with the last enemy lasted about twen- 
ty minutes, and the scene was closed for ever. 
‘ Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of 
his saints !’ ”’—pp. 34—36. 


Wlat Mr. Steane has done, he has 
done well; but it is not all that we 
hoped he would do. It is due to the 
memory of Mr. Pearce, and it is due to 
the coming generation, who will néed 
that the brightest examples which our 
times can furnish should be presented 
to them, that a memoir of this worthy 
son of Pearce of Birmingham should be 
compiled, fit to stand by the side 
of Mr. Fuller’s valuable biography of the 
father. There is perhaps no one on 
whom this work devolves more properly 
than on Mr, Steane, who was an early 
friend of our deceased brother ; we hope 
that others will unite with us in request- 
ing him_to undertake it; but, if he does 
not, it must not be left undone, and it 
will probably be attempted by some one 
fur less qualified than himself to do the 
subject justice. ; 


BRIEF NOTICES. 


A Course of Lectures on the Jews. By Minis- 
ters of the Established Church in Glasgow. 
Glasgow : 12mo. pp. 468. Price 4s. 6d, 


SEVERAL religious bodies connected with the 
Established Church of Scotland having directed 
the attention of the General Assembly to the 
claims of Abraham’s descendants, it appointed 
a Committee, about two years ago, to collect 
information, and take measures to promote the 
spiritual welfare of the Jewish people. Under 
the sanction of a sub-committee, the lectures 
contained in this volume are presented to the 
public. They excited so much attention in 
Glasgow at the time of delivery, that it was 
found necessary to have them re-delivered in a 
different part of the city; and the call for their 
ublication which ensued was as just as it was 
decided, After an introductory lecture by Dr. 
Mac Gill, the following subjects were discussed 


_ by twelve other ministers :—the origin, design, 


* 


» 


and uses of the Jewish dispensation—the history 


_ of the Jews viewed in connection with prophecy, 
_ from the time of Moses to the Babylonish cap- 
_ tivity—the history of the Jews viewed in con- 


nection with prophecy, from the Babylonish 


captivity to the coming of Christ and destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem—the history of the Jews 
viewed in connection with prophecy, from the 
destruction of Jerusalem to the present time— 


the present state and character of the Jews— 
the character of God and the doctrines of the 
gospel illustrated in the history of the Jews— 
the doctrine of the Messiah unfolded in the Old 
Testament—the work of the Holy Spirit in con- 
nexion with the conversion of the Jews—God’s 
dealings with nations illustrated in the history 
of the Jews—the future prospects of the Jews— 
and the immediate duty of the Christian church 
in relation to Israel. hese interesting subjects 
are illustrated very ably; and, though we do 
not concur in all the opinions advanced, or par- 
take of all the anticipations expressed, we cheer- 
| fully bear our testimony to the industry, learn- 
ing, good sense, and Christian feeling, 
in this eminently instructive volume. 
Wesleyan Takings: or Centenary Sketches 0 
Ministerial. Character ; as exhibited in the 
Wesleyan Connexion, during the first hundred 
years of its existence, London: Hamilton 
and Co. -l2mo. pp. 394. 
Descriptive sketches of twelve eminent. Wes- 
leyan ministers, with critical remarks on their 
habits, publications, and style of preaching, oc- 
cupy three-fourths of this volume. Six of them 
are deceased, Messrs. Bramwell, Bradburn, 
Isaac, Benson, and Dr. Clarke; six are living, 
but their names are withheld, it being supposed 
that their acquaintance will be able to identify 
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them. Outlines of eighty-eight other charac- 
ters, connected with the same denomination, 
follow, whose names are however prefixed. 
have not sufficient acquaintance with the Wes- 
leyan body to be qualified to pronounce judg- 


ment on the accuracy of these portraits; but | 


the painter has evidently brought to the work 
considerable skill and a lively interest in his 
subjects. His admiration for the Wesleyan 
doctrine, discipline, and economy, is ardent; and 
we suppose his book will be very acceptable, at 
least to the laity of that communion. He has, 
however, degraded himself and the system he 
intended to honour, by adding to his peat 
ance twenty pages of “ Testimonies in favour of 
Wesleyan Methodism;” as though it were a 
patent medicine which people might be induced 
to swallow at the recommendation of the British 
Critic, Lord Stanley, and Sir Peter Laurie! 


The Young Folks of the Factory; or Friendly 
Hints on their Duties and Dangers. London. 


Tuoucn specially adapted to the two millions 
under twenty years of age, said to be employed 
in the manufactures of Great Britain, it is not 
to them exclusively that this publication will 
be useful. The hints which it gives on Sunday 
schools, duty to parents, truth and integrity, in- 
dustry and perseverance, cleanliness, propriety 
of language, choice of companions, discretion 
and modesty, foresight and self-denial, regula- 
tion of temper, behaviour to employers, acquisi- 
tion of knowledge, health and dress, employ- 
ment of leisure, and many kindred subjects, 
deserve the attention of young people generally, 
and have been published under the sanction of 
the Religious Tract Society, with a laudable de- 
sire to promote both their temporal and their 
eternal interests. 


Circular Letters from the Baptist Associations, 

1840. 
Bristor—On the Best Means of Preserving 
the mind from the Prevailing Errors of the pre- 
sent Times; by R. Aitchison. BockinaGHAM- 
suireE—On Mistakes in dealing with Sinners ; 
by D. Ives. GuAMORGANSHIRE—On Family 
Devotion ; by D. Jones. GLOUCESTERSHIRE, 
&c.—On Speaking the Truth im love; by G. 
Stonehouse. LancAsHirE—On the objects 
and resourees of the Lancashire and Cheshire 
Baptist Association ; by D. Marsh, Mipuanp. 
On the Doctrine of Human Responsibility; by 
J. Biakeman. Monmourusarre—On Chris- 
tian Fidelity; by F. Miley. SourneErn—On 
the present aspect of the World, with the quali- 
fications required on the part of the Church; by 
C. Room. Souru-wrsteERN— On Duties to the 
_ Church and to the World; by D. Davies. 
Wesrrrn—On the Obligation of Christian 
Churches to aid in Missionary Effort; by H. 
Trend, Wusr Ken and Sussex—On Chris- 
tian Union; by R. Grace. WorcrstersHire 
—Extracts from the Letters of the churches; 
by W. Cherry. : 

The letters from the other Associations have 
not yet come to hand. 


Thoughts on the Duties of Christians in Rela- 
_ tion to the present Times. By B. Eyans, 
_ Scarborough. London: 8vo. pp. 26, 

SHASONABLE advice, addressed originally as a 
Circular Letter to the churches East and 


We | 


don: (Tract Society) 


BRIEF NOTICES. 


North Ridings of Yorkshire, now republished 
“at the suggestion of several brethren who 
thought it adapted for usefulness.” 


The Sword: an American Tale, advocating the 
Principles of Peace, By PHILANTHROPOS. 
London: Price Is. : 

Howard and Napoleon contrasted ; in eight dia- 
logues between Two Young Americans. By 
the Author of “ The Sword,” &c, London : 
Price 1s, 

Little Maurice and his Uncle. 
Buianp. London: Price 4d. 

Uncle Oliver and his Nephew. 
Bianp. Price 4d. 

Tuese books are intended for boys, and their 
object is to excite in them an aversion to war, 
both on the petty scale on which they are 
prone to practise it among themselves, and in 
the more imposing form which it assumes when 
nation encounters nation, This is a part of 
education that no Christian parent should neg- 
lect; and these little works may be safely em~ 
ployed in prosecuting it. 


By GEOFFRY 


By GEOFFRY 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
Approbed. 


Canadian Scenery illustrated, uniform with Ameri- 
can Scenery, Switzerland, Scotland, &c. _ From 
Drawings by W. H. BArtTLerr, engraved in the first 
style of the art by R. Wallis, J. Cousen, Willmore, 
Brandard, Bentley, Richardson, &c. The literary 
department by N. P. Wittts, Esq. Author of ‘* Pen- 
cillings by the Way,” “‘ Inklings of Adventure,’’ &c. 
Part 5. London: Price 2s. 


The Works of Josephus, translated by W. Wats- 
Ton, A.M. PartIV. London: 8vo. Price 2s. 


Ward’s Library. Christ Crucified. To which 
are added three Discourses. By the Rev. RicHarD 
De Courcy, Vicar of St. Alkinond, Shrewsbury. 
Reprinted from the second edition, 1810. London: 
Imperial 8vo., pp. 101. Price 2s. 2d. 


The Union Harmonist, a Selection of Sacred Music, 
consisting of original and standard pieces, anthems, 
&c,, suitable for use in Sunday-schools, Congrega- 
tions, and Musical Societies. Arranged by Mr. T. 
Ciark, Canterbury. London: Part VI. Price 1s. 


The Union Tune Book; being a Selection of 
Psalm and Hymn Tunes, suitable for use in Sunday 
Schools and Congregations. Arranged by Mr. T. 
Crark, Canterbury. New and improved Edition. 
Part I. London: Price 1s. 


A Guide to the Pronunciation of Seripture Proper 
Names, with an Explanation of those which are most 
Significant. By the Rev. J. TuHompson, A.M., St. 
John’s College, Cambridge, and Second Master of the 
Blackheath Proprietary School. London: Price 8d. 


— 


Funereal Discourse for the late Mrs. 
By the Rey. Dr. Burper. Witha 
Deceased. London: 8v0. pp, 29. Price 1s. - 


John Clayton. 


|" Conscience : the- Best Friend ‘upon Earth, with an 


Extract on God’s Gracious Presence. By Henry 


‘Srupzes, Minister of the Gospel, who died July 7, 
t Society. ot 


1678. London: Religious Tract 


The Missionary's Daughter ; 


or Memoir of Dorothy 
Sophia Brown, who died at Sidiya in Asai ey. 
Society) 32mo. pp. 64, Price 3d. 


— 
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CANADA. 


Several letters recently received from 
Canada present views of the scenes which 
are opening before the heralds of divine 
truth in that country, highly gratifying to 
those who have exerted themselves in its 
behalf, and well adapted to induce others 
to co-operate with them. 


MONTREAL. 


Though there is great reason to believe 
that the Baptist Theological Institution 
might be more advantageously located else- 
where, it is encouraging to learn that those 
who are partaking ofits advantages are both 
diligent in the acquisition of knowledge, 
and zealous to disseminate the gospel. In 
a letter to Mr. Joseph Gurney, dated June 
27, 1840, Dr. Davies writes thus :— 

** Your gift of tracts is also most season- 
able, for the young men take great delight 
in circulating these littlemessengers of truth. 
Indeed, they are ready to engage in every 
good work; and in this respect they give 
me great satisfaction. My constant regret 
is, that their opportunities of usefulness 
are so few, owing to their being surrounded 
by a French population. Were the Insti- 
tution in the upper province, great.good 
might be done by us among the British in- 
habitants; but at present we are compara- 
tively buried in the city. Yet, as it is, we 
generally hold services in four stations in 
the surrounding country. .... 

“Since my last letter, a very decided 
improvement has been effected in the ma. 
nagement of our Institution, by putting it 
on a family basis, like the academies at 
home, though not so comfortable. The 
students are quite sensible of the advantage 
of living together, and of the increased fa- 
cilities for study. The next thing I shall 
require will be a building large and commo- 
dious enough to hold both students and 
tutor; and | am not without hopes, that in 
a year or more, we shall be able to select the 
site for our contemplated college. J am 
quite cheered by the aspect of things at 
present, and devoutly pray that the success 
anticipated may be realised; .... 

“JT cannot tell you how thankful I feel 
for the arrival of brethren Dyer and Coombs 


in this dreary land. I feel that our strength’ 


‘is augmented a hundred fold. Mr. Dyer is 
at Kingston, with a pleasing prospect of 
establishing a flourishing church; Mr. 
Coombs is now at my house, on his way to 
Toronto, where the friends appear to be 


fully prepared to receive him as a minister 
of Christ. You cannot think how valuable 
these two friends are likely to prove among 
us, by raising churches in the two principal 
towns of the upper province. May the 
Lord bless their labours abundantly ! 

“Tam grieved to learn that our worthy 
agent, Mr. Edwards, finds great difficulty in 
accomplishing his purpose. Good man! 
he deserves success, though he may not 
command it. Yet he will not return with- 
out benefiting the cause, though he may 
not abundantly replenish our funds. He 
labours in faith and prayer, and hence good 
must somehow result,” 


TORONTO. 


The Rev. W. H. Coombs, late of Taun- 
ton, who arrived at Montreal on the 24th of 
June, on his way to Toronto, writes thus to 
Mr. Davis, the Secretary of the Baptist 
Colonial Missionary Society :— 

“Dr. Davies, with his wife, and Mr. Try, 
have been and are exceedingly kind; so 
that we are quite at home with them. Ani 
beyond all, every thing we see here, and all 
that we hear respecting Toronto friends, 
open before us the most gratifying prospect 
ofusefulness, Thus far, we are very thank-- 
ful we have been brought hither; anil 
should now be heartily willing to make ten- 
fold the sacrifices required of us, for a 
sphere of usefulness so interesting as that on 
which we are entering. I should have speci- 
fied among the favourable events of our 
journey, our having met here dear Mr, Gil. 
more. Blessed be God, that I have such 
Christians as he and Dr. Davies within 
reach. They are indeed men of God, most. 
enlightened and most devoted. .... 

“Dr. Davies’s kindness has arranged for 
our staying here till next Wednesday, when 
it is proposed we shall proceed towards our 
destination, that we may have reached it 
by the sabbath following. As soon after 
that period as opportunity will allow, we 
hope to write again, and to give some defi- 
nite account of appearances at Toronto.” 


LANCASTER. 


In a letter to Mr. John Edwards, jun. 
Mr. Fraser says—‘ In Lancaster, a place 
till lately shut against the gospel, [hada 
most pleasant and interesting meeting; a~ 
number were lately brought to know the 
Lord, and others, I humbly think, are on 
the way to the kingdom of grace. In the 
Baptist Chapel, Fort Covington, beyond 
the St. Lawrence, I was much pleased to 


— 
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see a number of my hearers from Lancaster, 
although the distance is about seventeen 
miles, and the day very wild. One of them, 
a respectable Dutchman, asked me, as I 
parted with him, ‘What shall I do? I 
gave him my best advice, and long to hear 
more about him, According to my direc- 
tions, Mr. M‘Ewen has gone that way 
lately; I trust the Lord will be with him,” 


BATHURST. 


“In the fall,” continues Mr. Fraser, ‘I 
made a most interesting tour, in company 
with Mr. M‘Phail, of Osgood, up the Otta- 
wa River, and through the Bathurst dis. 
trict, and down the eanal. You would be 
glad to witness the wonderful change among 
that moral, but self-righteous people. I 
believe there are more baptized households 
to be found among them, than the apostles 
record among the many that believed in 
their wonder-working days. In Beckwith 
and Drummond we were much gratified in 
seeing the turning out of the people to hear 
the word, and the unusual effect things had 
upon them; a number believed, and were 
baptized. Going through the Bush settle- 
ment on the east side of the Lake Missis- 
sippi, we came up with a few females, who 
affected me not a little, going, and weeping 
as they went, to seek the Lord their God. 
At the next meeting after that, just as the 
people were going away, and parting with 
: me, a boy about fourteen years of age came 
to me much affected, and putting his hand 
in mine, whispered in my ear, ‘ O, Sir, will 
you go with me, and pray for me, just for 
myself?’ (he meant into the closet, or out 
into the bush,) I said that the claims of 
others forbade that at the moment, but as 
soon as he could get to a private place, to 
fall down to his Maker, and yield himself 
up into his merciful hands, through the name 
and merits of Jesus Christ, and that I would 
remember him in my place. ‘O, that will 
do,’ said he. At another meeting we had a 
little difficulty in getting the people away ; 
they sat, as they often did, and lingered to 
hear more; at last they went out, and a 
number of youths, instead of going home 
to dinner, gathered, and sat at the end of* 
| _ the house, weeping, and hiding their faces 
| with their handkerchiefs, They attended 
| the next meeting, when every one of them 
that professed a good hope through grace 
were baptized, and their conduct since is 
worthy of great confidence. In the winter, 
after the association, I made another tour 
that way, and was thankful to God for the 
state of things we witnessed. We hada 
number of interesting services, six precious 
souls had been baptized, and a church 
formed, which we expected would number 
about fifty members when all would join, 
They would not do so butin hopes of a' 
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missionary, so we made an arrangement that 
Mr. M‘Phail should make them a quarterly 
visit, and we ourselves to do whatever we 
could for the present year; and we were in 
full expectation of one missionary by your 
father's labours before that time should ex- 
pire. Think of yourself in the midst of 
about 35,000 souls, thinly scattered overa 
great extent of territory, with but a few 
ministers, and the most of that few deceiv. 
ing and perverting the people, and you have 
some idea of the religious state of the Ba- 
thurst district. Their eyes are opening on the 
fanatical proceedings of some, and the care- 
lessness and death of others of their spiritual 
guides; and so they are crying for a Baptist 
missionary, and they shall soon be able to 
support him.” 


WINCHESTER. 


Mr. M‘Phail, of Osgood, writing to Mr. 
J. Edwards, jun. says—‘‘ This place is but 
newly settled : a few years ago, and it was 
a dense forest, without an inhabitant. Now 
almost every part that can be settled istaken 
up. The number of the population I could 
not tell. The part contiguous to Osgood 
has been blessed with the same divine in- 
fluence that blessed Osgood last summer. 
In this part there are about ten or twelve 
Baptists, connected with the church in Os. 
good. Beyond the Castore River, which I 
visited last fall, the aspect of the country is 
forbidding, a wild dense forest, great swells 
and swamps, without any roads. The peo- 
plescarcely go out at any time, but when 
necessity compelsthem, I think there are 
four Baptistsin thisplace. I preached there 
three times, and the prospects were encou- 
raging. The last evening I wasthere we sat 
up till three or four o’clock in the morning, 
conversing on religious subjects. The peo 
ple were seemingly interested, and earnestly 
entreated me to return as quick as I could, 
This is an awfully destitute place, I do not 
know of any minister being settled in that | 
township. The people are awfully immoral, 4 
profanity and drunkenness being the great 
vices. A minister went in there not long 
ago, and they had to go six miles before 
they could get a bible.” 


OXFORD. 


‘« The village of Kemptville, in Oxford,” } 
writes Mr. M‘Phail, “is an excellent sta. 4 
tion for a missionary. Here are nine Bap- ; 
tists, and some more are expected soon. It 

is a populous country all around, but_la- , 
mentably destitute of the gospel. I visited. 
Kemptville a few weeks ago, and preached 
three times, twice on Wednesday, and once 
on Thursday evening. The attendance was 
good, and the people listened with great ear- 
nestness and attention. On Thursday even- __ 
ing the school house was crowded to suffo- _ 


v 
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cation. The Christians were roused to ac- 
tion. They have two prayer meetings since 
that time in the week, intwo different places. 
The few Baptists are in full expectation 
that a church will be raised in that place ; 
there is much need, for it is, by accounts, 
not much better than another Sodom, 

«A missionary here would have an ex- 
tensive field, and a great many advantages 
of roads, &e. that many other places are 
deprived of. You perceive, brother, that 
here isa new station which never was open- 
ed before. The manner in which it was 
found out is as follows;—A few Baptists 
had emigrated from the United States last 
fall; and four years ago, they knew nothing 
of any Baptists being in Osgood, or near 
them. That such ignorance should be is 
truly astonishing, but the situations of the 
land is undoubtedly the cause. A brother 
from Osgood was outat K. to mill. As he 
was sleeping at the miller’s store, with some 
others, one of the Baptist sisters in Kempt- 
ville came in, and when she saw them, she 
was moved with compassion for their souls, 
and she began to muse with herself, at one 
time thinking they were Catholics, at an- 
other she would think, ‘ I wonder if they 
think anything about their souls.” She asked 
one in the house if they were Catholics, ‘I 
think,’ said the person, ‘one of them is a 
Baptist, for I heard him speak of a Baptist 
minister in Osgood.’ This moved her to 
inquire, and so all was known. The joy 
that was experienced was great on both 
sides.” 


OSGOOD. 


“T do not know,” adds Mr. M‘Phail, 
“that any more’should be said of this place 
than has been already said. I will only 
add, that we are happy and in a prosperous 
condition. Our prayer meetings are attend. 
ed as well as ever, so are our public meet- 
ings. Some are yet concerned, and some 
are now attending who never used. I 
have not been out much this winter, so you 
see my accounts are very lame. I have bap- 
tized ina little above a year between fifty 
and sixty persons, and to enter into parti- 
culars would multiply sheets; all I say is, 
the harvest is great, andi the, labourers are 
few.” 

KINGSTON. 


The Rev. John Dyer, jun. embarked at 
Gravesend on the Ist of April, in the Stately, 


Capt. Nagle, a ship belonging to Joseph 


Fletcher, Esq. who kindly presented him 
with a passage. é | 
After an agreeable voyage, he arrived at 
Quebec on the 8th of May, where he was 
very kindly received by the Rev. Mr, At- 
kinson, the Independent minister of that 
city. He proceeded the next day to Mon- 
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treal, where, in the hospitable abode of his 
former friend and college-mate, Dr. Davies, 
he spent a few days with much pleasure. 
Of the Institution for training pious young 
Canadians for the ministry, under the effi- 
cient care of Dr. Davies, he speaks in terms 
of the highest satisfaction. The church at 
Montreal, being destitute, wished Mr. Dyer 
to remain with them, but he preferred going 
on to the upper province, and having an in- 
terview with Mr. Gilmour, and friends at 
Kingston, before~he formed any decision. 
On reaching Kingston, he was most cordi- 
ally received by the few friends of our de- 
nomination in that city, and a few days 
afterwards they were formed, by the advice 
and assistance of Mr. Gilmour, into a church, 
comprising twelve members, and Mr. Dyer 
acceded to their request, by taking the pas- 
toral charge over them. Kingston, from its 
central situation and other circumstances, 
may be regarded as the most important town 
in Upper Canada. Various public buildings 
are in progress; the Roman Catholics have 
laid the foundation of a seminary, and the 
Presbyterians are about to erect a college. 
It is more than probable that the Institution 
under the care of Dr. Davies will be removed 
from Montreal thither, this measure having 
long been warmly recommended by friends 
to our cause in the province; and at the 
last meeting of the Colonial Society here, a 
resolution having been passed to the same 
effect. On all accounts, it is indispensable 
to provide a chapel for the church and con- 
gregation, and few as our friends at Kings- 
ton are, they have made a commencement, 
by securing an eligible site, 90 feet wide by 
132 in depth, in the centre of the town, and 
in a very respectable neighbourhood. The 
purchase of this ground amounted to £300, 
and the erection ofa stone chapel, it is cal- 
culated, will require £800 more. The pecu- 
niary resources of our Canadian friends, it 
is well known, are but slender; but when 
the importance of the object is considered, 
we cannot doubt they. will meet with liberal 
encouragement from friends in the mother 
country. = 


The following lines ‘were presented to Mr. 


Dyer before his departure, by Miss Eliza- ~~ 


beth Tuck, a member of the churchat Frome, | 
of which he was formerly pastor. 


‘What though Atlantic billows part 
~ ‘Those who have often met, 
For sacred praise or solemn prayer 
Before the mercy seat ! 
Though parted far, they still are one, 
As time’s incessant circles run, t 


And then their “blessed hope” and faith, 
Like sunbeams on the storm, 

Tnradiate life’s loveliest path, 

Have peace for terror, smiles for both, 
A robe of joy for sorrow’s form, 


~ ; 
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A sacred charm in every hour 
When fear disturbs or cares devour. 


ie ‘Then wherefore is it that we grieve 
) When choicest friends depart ? 
"Twas ever thus: life’s brightest day 
And present visions pass away, 

And leave the pensive heart 
The present with the past to blend, 
And mourn with each receding friend. 


You too have left us for the land 
The pilgrim fathers trod, 
Success and peace may heaven command 
_ To wait you on the distant strand ; 
Where walking still with God, 
The gloomiest hour shall wear a charm, 
And mightiest dangers fail to harm. 


Fear not the ocean—that is found 
A pavement at His will, 
O’er which his favoured servants bound 
Safe as on firm and pleasant ground, 
Secure from lurking ill; 
While angels ministrant are near, 
To vanquish foes and banish fear. 


Farewell, dear friend—let hope beat high, 
You go—but not alone ; 
For God, our God, will still be nigh, 
Who bids his angels wait or fly, 
‘Who guides and guards his own ; 
This thought shall vain repining quell, 
In Christian friendship’s sad farewell. 


— 


FRANCE. 


i FRENCH PROTESTANT SOCIETIES, 
MAY, 1840. 
Receipts.) Exp. {In hand] Deficit. 
fr. fr. fr. fr, 


French and Foreign 


Bible Society ....| 144,763] 110,308] 5,580 
Evangelical Society 

of France........ 65,981] 96,145 31,780 
Evangelical Mission- 

ary Society ...... 62.140) 72,375] 40,094 
Religious Tract Soc.| 25,081 23,338 6,258 
Protestant Bible Soc.| 24,606] 22,459] 18,413 
Provident Society ..| 15,892) 11,409] 59,655) 
Swiss Benevolent 

Society ...... 13,254) 13,106) 2,205 


Infant School Soc...| 5,617! 77686! 1011 


Archives du Christianisme. 
PASTORAL CONFERENCES AT PARIS. 


The Pastoral Conferences of Paris have 
this year departed from their former com- 
paratively insignificant position. The im- 
portant question placed on the order of the 
day on the motion of M. Bastie, pastor of 
Saint Quentin, and which has occupied five 

sessions, is this —What conduct should the 
_ pastors-of the Refermed Church of France 
_ pursue towards the various evangelization 


The question immediately became a purely 


erence of principles by which pastors and 


oe 
z 


societies established out of that church? 
octrinal one; and never was the great | 


urches are divided, more clearly and | 
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openly demonstrated. Every one explained 
himself freely, the respective positions of 
each were made evident; and if we have 
been deeply grieved at the alienation which 
some have manifested from the vital and 
distinctive doctrines’ of Christianity, we 


| think it well that this alienation should be 


exposed. The evil is in the alienation it- 
self, not in its manifestation. Nothing is 
worse than a position mutually false and 
uncertain. In this respect, we repeat, the 
conferences have left nothing to be desired, 
even by the most fastidious. Orthodox 
and heterodox have appeared in their true 
light. All the questions on the order of the 
day have been taken up and discussed; 
confessions of faith, methodism, orthodox 
itself. The Evangelical Society of France 
has been the especial aim of the heterodoxy 
pastors, and they are right; this society is 
to them what Bible societies are to the Ro- 
man clergy, an instrument which they fear, 
and of whose power they cannot be igno- 
rant. The Evangelical Society, violently 
attacked, has been victoriously defended, 
and some honest prejudices have been re. 
moved. There was this year also an in- 
creased majority of the orthodox pastors. 
Of twenty-four pastors of churches legally 
constituted, fifteen have declared them- 
selves orthodox, and nine heterodox, and 
of the remaining four-and-twenty pastors or 
ministers, there are nineteen orthodox. 
This is a proportion well calculated to fill 
the hearts of Christians with hope and grati- 
tude. It is another proof of the fact which 
becomes daily more clear, that orthodoxy is 
making progress in France, and that it will 
triumph. Another advance made this year 
is, that the rule which only granted right of 
presence to foreign pastors and ministers of 
the gospel has been enlarged, and it has 
been agreed, that a voice shall be allowed 
to every pastor or minister, French or fo. 
Teign, national or not national, who shall 
demand it. May these deeply interesting 
meetings bear, by the blessing of God, nu- 
merous and permanent fruits !— Archives du 
Christianisme, June 13.- 


THE APOCRYPHA. 


‘ 


° 
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RIGHT TO READ THE BIBLE, 


A friend of the Bible has just offered a 
prize of one thousand francs for the best es- 
say on the right of every man to read the 
Bible. The object of this essay must be, 
after having briefly proved that the Bible is 
the revelation, and the only revelation of 
God given to man; to insist on the RIGHT 
of every individual to search for himself in 
this divine charta the rule of his faith and 
practice. This essay to be written in 
French in a clear and popular style, and to 
contain from one to two hundred pages, oc- 
tavo.— Archives, Ap. 25, 


NEW CHAPEL. 


The Taitbout Hall having become too 
small for the congregation of M. Grand. 
pierre, at Paris, a new chapel in the Rue de 
Provence, adapted to accommodate eleven 
or twelve hundred persons was opened for di- 
vine service on the 3rd of May, 


NEW CHAPELS. 
MARSWORTH, BUCKS. 


On Wednesday, the tenth of June, 
1840, a little chapel, with a cottage at- 
tached to it, was opened at Marsworth ; 
when two sermons were preached by Mr. 
J. Smith, of Cheltenham, to overflowing 
congregations. This chapel was erected on 
a piece of ground purchased for the pur- 
pose, and given by Mr. G. Griffin, of 
Ivinghoe, who also gave £100 toward the 
building. 


SWAVESEY, CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 


On Thursday, the 30th of July, a new 
Baptist chapel, was opened in this place for 
divine worship. The Rev. Robert Roffe, 
of Cambridge, preached in the morning— 
the Rev. J. Simmons, A.M., of Bluntisham, 
in the afternoon—and the Rev. §8. J. Davis, 
of Salter’s Hall Chapel, London, in the 
evening. “The ground and shell of the 
building have been generously given by a 
respectable inhabitant of Swavesey; and 
the infant cause has commenced with a 
good prospect of success, 


"SWANSEA, © 
The Baptist Chapel at York Place, Swan- 
sea, under the superintendence of the Rev. 
C, Thompson, was re-opened on the 12th 
and 13th of August, after enlargement by 
the erection of new galleries, and other 


_ improvements. Sermons were preached on 


cw 


the occasion by the Rev. W. Jones, Inde. 

pendent, the Rev. A. Jones, supplying at 

the Countess of Huntingdon’s Chapel, the 

Rey. D. R. Stephen, Mount Pleasant, Swan- 

sea, and the minister of the place; the Rev. 
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Mr. Morris, Independent, of Landore, and 
the Rev. Mr. Orchard, Wesleyan, of Swan- 
sea, assisted in the devotional exercises. 
The congregations were numerous, and the 
collections very liberal. A truly hallowed 
spirit pervaded all the meetings, awakening 
a lively hope, that as an increasing congre- 
gation and manifold tokens of divine appro- 
bation had led to this enlargement, so God 
had purposes of mercy respecting this “hill 
of Zion.” 

The church has received an accession of 
fifty-eight members within the last nine 
months, and several are inquiring with their 
faces towards Zion. Itis very gratifying to 
be able to state that Swansea has been 
graciously visited with a large effusion of 
God’s Spirit, in which all the dissenting 
places have shared, chiefly since a series of 
revival meetings which were held at the 
commencement of the year. The first Bap- 
tist church under Mr. Stephen has realized 
a large increase. 


NEW CHURCH. 
BANBURY, OXFORDSHIRE, 


In this populous, increasing, and interest. 
ing town, an attempt to.commence a Baptist 
cause, in connexion with the Oxfordshire 
Associated Churches, has at-length been 
crowned with success. For nearly thirty 
years, individuals in the town and neigh- 
bourhood have wished and attempted it, 
but not till now did Providence open the 
way. In 1889, Mr, Caleb Clarke opened 
one of his sitting-rooms for the preaching of 
the gospel by the neighbouring minister and 
others on Sabbath afternoons, and for prayer 
on Monday evenings; but few at first at- 
tended; but from sixteen persons it steadily 
increased till it was thought desirable to ~ 
have service on the evening of the Lord’s 
day. In February last, Mr. Gray of Nor-~ 
thampton first preached, in the evening, to 
a crowded congregation. Otherministers see- 
ing the opening by Providence, gave it their 
support; amongst others, Mr. Coles, of Bour- 
ton-on-the-water, Mr. Godwin, of Oxford, 


> 


Mr. Franklin, of Coventry, Mr. Mae 
ays 


of Moulton, after spending a few 
amongst the people, encouraged the at- 
tempt. God has wonderfully blessed the 
word preached; several individuals who 
never attended any place of worship have 
been brought to the knowledge of the truth 
—and two individuals, noted for their awful — 
character, are now found among those who 
pray for that blessing which maketh rich, 
and addeth no- sorrow therewith. The con- — 
gregation sometimes amounts to a hundred 
and forty persons; and owing to the crowd- 
ed state of the rooms and passages, many 
are obliged to discontinue their attendance. 
3M 
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After much prayer for direction, and several 
| attempts to secure an eligible spot of ground 
for a chapel, God has at length granted the 
desire ; and ground has been bought, upon 
which, as soon as it is invested in the hands 
of trustees, a commodious place of worship 
will be erected. Last Lord’s-day (August 
16), the ordinance of baptism was adminis- 
tered to two individuals in the chapel at 
Middleton Cheney, kindly lent for the oc- 
-easion ; and on Tuesday evening, the 18th, 
a ¢hurch was formed in the room, in the 
presence of about a’hundred persons—Mr, 
Gray, of Northampton, Mr. Catton, of Mid- 


ham, taking parts in the service. After 
singing and reading the scriptures, Mr. 
‘Nunnick prayed, then Mr. Catton stated 
the nature of a Christian church, after which 
the brethren and sisters gave to each other 
the right hand of fellowship; then Mr. 
Gray addressed them on their duties as 
church members to each other, to other con- 
gregations, and to the world; then the ordi- 
nance of the Supper was administered to 
the newly-formed church, many of cther 
churches communing with them. A deep 
seriousness pervaded the whole congrega- 
+ ~tion: many were in tears, several are now 
; under serious impression: may the Great 
Head of the church bless and direct in all 
things this little band of Christians, and as 
‘so large a field of usefulness is before them, 
» may this little one become a thousand, this 

- small one a strong nation. 


ORDINATIONS. 


TULLYMET. 
On Thursday, 18th June, Mr. D. Grant, 


_ publicly st apart as pastor of the Baptist 
» church assembling at Tullymet. The bre- 
— thren, P. Grant, of Grantown; R. Thom- 
«son, of Perth ; W. Tulloch. of Kilmavionaig ; 
_» W. Huchinson, of Kingussie; and — Mac- 
_ intosh, of Bradford College, took part in the 
_. interesting services of the day. 
The prospects of Tullymet are at present 
_ very encouraging. Upwards of forty have 
been baptized and added to the church 
- within the last ten months; and, owing to 


‘dleton Cheney, and Mr. Nunnick, of Blox-* 


from the Baptist church, Grantown, was | 


-. increased attendance, it has been found ne- 
 cessary considerably to enlarge the meeting- | 
nse. The congregations on the day~of 
dination were large and attentive—a de- | 
ful and hallowed feeling prevailed—and | 
. habe ts 
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FEVERSHAM. 


The Rev. W. H. Denham was recognized 
publicly as pastor of the Baptist church at 
Feversham, Kent, on Wednesday, June 24. 


—_— 


GUILSBOROVGH, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 

The Rev. James Cubitt, late of Stratford. 
upon-Avon, has accepted the pastoral charge 
of the Baptist church at Guilsborough. 


WARMINSTER, 


Mr. George Howe, late student at the 
Bristol College, has accepted the unanimous 
invitation of the Baptist church at War- 
minster, Wilts , and commenced his stated 
labours on the first Sabbath in July. 


EXETER, 


The Rev. Charles Thomas Keen, fate of 
Pershore, has accepted an invitation to the 
pastorate of the Baptist church, Bartholo- 
mew Street, Exeter, and entered on the 
duties of that important station on the 26th 
of July. | 


LIVERPOOL, 

The Rev. J H. Thomas, late of Trow- 
bridge, Wiits., has taken charge of the 
Baptist church at Byrom Street, Liverpool, 
and has entered upon the duties of his pas. 
torate, with pleasing prospects of success. 


MARTHAM, NORFOLK. 

Mr. Samuel Couling, late of the London 
City Mission, has accepted the invitation of 
the Baptist chureh, Martham, and entered 
upon his labours the first Sabbath in August. 


ee — 


MARKYATE STREET, HERTS, 
The Rev. T. W. Wake, late of Lewes, 
has accepted an invitation to the pastorate 
from the Baptist chutch at Markyate Street. 


ey Roar 


RECENT DEATHS. 

MR, GEORGE GRIFFIN, 

Mr. George Griffin rayton 
Peauchamp, in the county of Bue s, in tl 

year 1760. In early lif i 

of the holiness of t 
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order that mercy may freely flow. Brought 
up to observe the forms of the church as by 
law established, he rested in those forms; 
prided himself in being a true churchman, 
and despised dissenters in his heart. From 
the age of thirteen to seventeen, being em- 
ployed in field labour, he made a point of 
carrying the bible with him into the field, 
and read it frequently, so as to obtain a good 
knowledge of the letter of the word: but 
still remained totally ignorant of its spiritual 
import. After this, being more busily em- 
ployed in the world, the bible became com- 
paratively neglected, but his seat at church 
was regularly occupied. Whenabout twenty 
years of age he went to hear Mr. Blain, 
who was then preaching at the little meet- 
ing at Tring ; his subject was the covenant 
with Abraham, the grace shown to Isaac, 
and the rejection of Ishmael. As he treated 
of the sovereignty of grace in election, &c. 
the mind of young Griffin became enlight- 
ened on the subject, dut as the light of truth 
was unaccompanied by sanctifying grace, 
the enmity of his heart rose against the doc- 
trine, and he rejected it with loathing. Still 
he attended every Lord’s day evening until 
the subjects were finished; feeling enmity 
in his heart against the doctrine, and also 
against the preacher for advancing it. He 
was now a decided Arminian; proud of his 
supposed powers, resting in his own works, 
and looking for heaven as the reward of his 
poor performances. At about the age of 
twenty-five his business ealled him to Lon- 
don; he was now inquiring after truth, and 
working out a righteousness in his own 
strength. Having some friends in town 
who were dissenters, they took him to se- 
veral dissenting chapels, and among others, 
he went once to Spa Fields chapel, where 
he heard a stranger preach from 2 Kings 


-x.9. “I conspired against my master, and 


slew him: but who slew all these?” His 
attention was arrested by the singularity of 
the text, and as the minister, among other 
things, was treating of the foreknowledge 
and sovereignty of God in connexion with 
his great mercy to his church in Christ, also 
of the fall of Adam, and the righteousness 
of the law of God, his Arminian prejudices 
were shaken, and his false confidence thrown 
to the ground. It was the day of God’s 
power—he was turned “from darkness to 
light, and from the power of Satan unto 
God.” He now saw his sinful state by na- 
ture in the light of God’s holy law, the 
purity of which now sparkled before his 
eyes, and all his righteousness appeared. to 
be but “filthy rags.” His knowledge of 
the gospel gradually increased, and return- 
ing to the country, he began to attend the 


preaching of the word at New Mill, in the 


parish of Tring. Here the preaching of 


_ Mr. Clements, then pastor of the church, 


was blessed to his soul ; all his false princi- 
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ples were given up, and he received Christ, 
as made of God unto him wisdom, righte- 
ousness, sanctification, and redemption. He 
was delivered from bondage, and enjoyed 
the liberty wherewith Jesus maketh his 
people free. He was baptized at New Mill 
in May, 1792, and was chosen to the office 
of deacon in May, 1802, which office he 
filled honourably and usefully thirty-eight 
years, adorning the doctrine of God his 
Saviour. His tast illness. was short, his 
mind was firmly fixed on Jesus, his com- 
fort was steady, and his whole soul resigned 
to the will of God. He knew nothing of 
the fear of death, it did not in the least 
trouble him; it appeared to be only as a 
sleep. He told his pastor, he had to bless 
God that death did not overtake him as a 
thief; he was ready. He saw his salvation 
in the perfect work of Christ, and he had 
known but little of doubts or fears for 
years. He knew, he said, enough of Christ 
to trust him. He viewed his Saviour as a 
rock, and his work as perfect, and there he 
rested, secure and happy. His end was 
emphatically peace. He died beloved by 
the church, and respected even by the 
world, January 12,1840. He was eighty 
years of age, had been a member at New 
Mill forty-eight years, a deacon thirty-eight, 
and clerk twenty-seven; and though he 
lived three miles from the chapel, yet he 
was always in his place, unless prevented 
by illness. The last act of his life was to 
sign a deed, conveying a piece of ground 
which he had purchased in the village of 
Marsworth, into the hands of fourteen trus- 
tees for the erection of a little chapel, to- 
wards which he had only a few days before 
paid into the bank the sum of 100/. Upon 
this his heart was set, nor could he die 
until he knew that all was. safely settled ; 
but then he departed like another Jacob,” 
“an old man and satisfied.” His death 
was improved by his pastor, Mr. C. Smith, 
from that appropriate passage, Ps. xcii. 14, 
“They shall still bring forth fruit in old 
age,” &e. when an honourable: testimony 
was borne to his character and worth, which 
met with a response in the consciences of 


= 


the very numerous and deeply-affected as 


sembly. He is missed by the fatherless and 
widows, by the church of Christ at New 
Mill, and also by many of our Societies, to’ 
which he was a subscriber. He was. an hoz 
nest, devoted, persevering, and truly godly 
man; may the Lord raise up: many. more 
such, and may we who remain be “imitators — 
of them who through faith and patience 
inherit the promises !” ; fam 
Cheltenham. J.8. 


MRS. DEANE. 
On the 11th of July, a period was put ta 


the very protracted and severe sufferings | 
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Elizabeth, wife of James Deane, Baptist | 
minister, Chalford, Gloucestershire, aged | 
72 years; rich in real christian experience, | 
and happy in her death. 


MRS. PAXON. | 

Died, August 8, in the 38th year of her | 
age, Jane, the wife of Mr. W. Paxon, Se- 
| cretary to the Baptist Fund. 


| MISCELLANEA. 
| STUART Versus BEECHER AND OTHERS. 


The Rey. Dr. Morison, of London, says, 
in a letter addressed to Dr. Cox, of Brook- 
lyn, concerning the articles of President 
Beecher on baptism, in which he supposes 
himself to prove that Parrigw means merely 
‘“‘ purify,” that they ‘are well worthy the 
attention of the theologians of our age. If 


they should ultimately appear to be based on 
sound principles, it will go far with candid 
minds to settle the baptismal controversy.” 
We have italicised part of the last sen- 
tence, in order that our readers may be able 
to compare it with the opinion of Professor 
. Stuart, of Andover, who, we are informed 
by a correspondent, lately in speaking of 
the argument contained in the article, as- 
serted that “it has not one bit of bot- 
| tom toit.” The Professor added, that “ it 
. 
| 


is absurd to make the rite of baptism sym- 
bolical of purification in every case. It 
had, doubtless, that meaning in some cases, 
but how would E. Beecher’s theory apply 
to the introduction of the name of the Tri- 
nity in the formula of baptism— Purified into 
_¢ the name ofthe Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost.” 

We recommend to Dr. Morison, and es- 


Hi ; ee, 
‘BIBLE TRANSLATION SOCIETY. 

' To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 

Dear S1r,—Allow me toayail myself of 

the medium of our Magazine to call the at- 
tention of our churches, and their esteemed 
pastors, to the recently formed Bible Trans- 
lation Society. 
_ They will have seen by the list of contri- 
butions and public collections stitched up 
with your last number, that nearly £1,000 
have been already subscribed in support o 
its important object; and I am happy to 
add, that collections now in course of being 
made by our churches in Yorkshire are 

likely to realize £500 more. This is a com. 

mencement which demands our thankfulness 


any of our Associations at their latean- 
assemblies passed resolutions in its fa- 
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parts of the kingdom, but as he is about to | 
Tetum to the United States, the Committee 
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pecially to Dr. Cox, who has sometimes 
presented his church with strange ideas on 
the rite of baptism, some regard to this opi- 


| nion of Professor Stuart—New York Bap- 


tist Advocate. 


PROFITS OF THE SELECTION. 


The following yotes were Made by the Trustees of 
the Selection Hymn Book, at their Meeting, June, 
1840 :— 


Recommended by 


— Dawson 

J. M. Soule, E. Steane 

E. Steane, Dr. Murch 

W. Yates, H. Hawkins 

W. Groser, J. Belcher 

W. Walton, J. Dore 

M. Kent, W. Keay 

E. Davis, W. Groser 

J. Reynolds, J. Wilkinson 

S. Green, E, Steane 

J. Edwards, J. Simmons 

J. Dyer, E. Steane 

H. Burgess, W. Upton 

B. Thomas, E. Price 

Dr. Price, W. Groser 

Dr. Cox, Dr. Price 

W. Copley, W. Dayies 

T. Winter, E. Probert 

G. H. Orchard, J. H. Brooks 
J. Jordan, J. Foster 

W. Gray, J. Bennett 

B. Evans, R. Harness 

J. Baynes, W. Coombs 

J, H. Brooks, J. Peacock 
W. Syckelmoore, G. W. Moulton 
J. Edwards, J. M. Soule 

C. Elven, J. Sprigg 

J. M. Chapman, 8S, Davies 
J. B. Cox, B. Coombs 

S. Jones, R. Pryce 

D. R. Stephens, C. Thompson 
T, Finch, B, Hodgkins 

B. Godwin, T. Smith 

J. Whittemore, T. Williams 
C. New, J. Jordan 

W. Barnes, J. Trimming 
W. Jones, T. Hopkins 

W. Jenkins, D. Jarman 

J. B. Cox, W. Foot 
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vour, and some formed themselves into 
auxiliary societies ; and. from various parts 2 
of the country I have received very gratifying 
communications expressive of the concur- 
rence of our friends, both in the necessity 

of its formation and in its design. 

The Committee are anxious that the in- 
tended bounty of the churches, and other ~- 
friends to the Institution, should be rendered 
practically available to the support of the 
translations at as early a period as possible, 
and it is therefore with much respect sug- 
gested, that they, should not wait till they 
are visited by an agent, but make arrange- 
ments among themselves for collecting their = 
contributions, and transmitting them to the 
general fund. : ‘ae 

The Rev. A. Maclay has visited some __ 


heat 
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will be deprived of his efficient services, 
They hope to engage the assistance of other 
brethren as opportunity permits, but it 
must be obvious that they will be unable to 
send deputations to every place. ‘hey 
trust, however, that nothing will be lost to 
the cause confided to their management on 
this account. I shall be happy to supply 
the printed documents of the Society, and 
collecting cards, to any friends who apply 
for them. 

The brethren at Calcutta, deprived of the 
resource on which they have been accus- 
tomed to rely, are anxiously looking to their 
friends, and especially to their own denomi- 
nation, to render them the pecuniary aid 
necessary to effectuate their noble designs. 
Such an establishment as the Baptist Mis. 
sionary Press at Calcutta does not exist in 
any other part uf the heathen world. Dur- 
ing the last year 39,600 copies of the New 
Testament, or portions of it, and the Psalms, 
were printed ; and the works now in hand 
in the Bengali, Sanscrit, Hindustani, Hin- 
du, and Armenian languages, are little if 
any thing short of 100,000 more. The sup- 
port of these large undertakings, God has 
now devolved upon two institutions, the 
American and Foreign Bible Society and 
the Bible Translation Society. Their re- 
sponsibility is great, but not greater than 
the grace which will enable them to dis- 
charge it. : 

Subscriptions may be remitted to W. T. 
Beeby, Esq., the Treasurer, No. 8, Old 
Jewry; or paid into the banks of Messrs. 
Hankey, Fenchurch Street, or Messrs, 
Ladbroke, and Co,, Bank’ Buildings; or 
sent to me. I am, dear Sir, 

Yours in Christian love, 

EDWARD STEANE, Secretary. 

ON AN ADDRESS FROM THE COMMITTEE OF 
THE CONGREGATIONAL UNION. 

Sir,—I do not know whether you have 
seen the address recently published by the 
Committee of the Congregational Union to 
the Independent Churches and Pastors of 
England and Wales. It is a truly heart- 
stirring appeal. Contemplating the respon- 
sibilities lately assumed by that body, it 
urges in words that burn, the realization and 
efficient discharge of those responsibilities. 
These involve three great fields of Christian 
activity: Home, Ireland, and the British 

Colonies, spheres of action sufficiently 
wide and sufficiently important to engage 
” the special energies of this large and influ- 
ential denomination. Rejoicing as I do in 
this great movement; responding to this 
ardent appeal to the best feelings and acti- 
vities of our renewed nature, and wishing 
our brethren good speed in the name of the 
Lord, I was grieved to mect with one para- 
graph wihioltia my estimation greatly sullies 
< ree ee . ’ 
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its excellence. Having urged in strong and 
energetic terms the obligation to preach the 
gospel at home—the “ pure, simple, saving 
gospel’”’—the address proceeds, ‘* How im- 
portant is your testimony to the ordinances 
of Christ! It is yours to sustain the pri- 
mitive apostolic practice of infant baptism, 
unmixed with the fatal superstitions of bap- 
tismal regeneration.” I confess I was 
astonished when I read this passage, and I 
avail myself of your pages to make,a few 
animadversions. 

No one can repudiate more strongly than 
I do the unscriptural dogma of baptismal 
regeneration. It may, however, be ques- 
tioned, whether those who do hold this ab- 
surd, this fatal doctrine, are not more con- 
sistent with themselves than our friends 
the Independents. With those, right or 
wrong, the ordinance has some tangible 
meaning—its subject, as such, has a title to 
church membership, and to any other ordi- 
nance. But with the baptized infants of 
our congregational friends the ordinance in- 
volves nothing—its subject, simply as such, 
has no claim to church membership ; if ever 
he becomes regenerated by the Word and 
Spirit of God, which in numberless instances 
never happens, for what reason, or on what 
ground, is he acknowledged a Christian ? 
Not, certainly, on account of his being bap- 
tized in infancy, but on the ground of his 
faith in Christ. In this respect, in what 
does he differ from one to whom this rite 
has never been administered ? Both are 
saved by the same faith; with the heart 
both believe unto righteousness, and with 
the mouth confession is made unto salva. 
tion, Oh, how melancholy that there should 
be so much baptized heathenism in our 
land? This fact, itself, one might imagine, 
should go far to convince our friends that 
something is wrong. 

The manner, too, in which the institution 
is introduced in this paragraph deserves re- 
prehension. What is manifestly the con- 


clusion to be drawn from the words em-— 


ployed—not by implication, but the plain 
meaning of the terms? Is it not, that the 
primitive apostolic practice of baptism was 


a 


ee 


— 
infant baptism, and infant baptism alone? ; 


Not a word is said, not a syllable breathed, 
to lead any one to believe that there was 


such a thing in apostolic times as adult or 


believers’ baptism. And this in the face of 
the commission of our Lord, ‘‘ Go ye there- 
fore, and teach all nations, baptizing them,” 
&e.—‘* Go ye into all the world, and preach 


the gospel to every creature. He that be. — 


lieveth and is baptized shall be saved,” &e. 
In the face of the innumerable, incontro- 
vertible examples of believers’ baptism re- 
corded in the Acts of the Apostles; and 
in the face of those beautiful symbolical al- 
lusions to this ordinance in several of the 


their other and better principles. 
hazard of being thought bigotted, I cannot 
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epistles. Granting for a moment that in- 
fant baptism is scriptural, can it be possible 
that our friends believe that this, and this 
alone, was the primitive, apostolic practice 1 
I cannot imagine it. And yet, if not, is it 
candid —is it godly sincerity, when urging 
the importance of bearing testimony to the 
ordinances of Christ, instancing this observ- 
ance among others, that infant baptism alone 
should be exhibited as comprehending the 
whole of Christ's institution? Can our 
friends have considered the solemn language 
of our Lord, ‘ Whosoever shall break one 
of these least commandments, and shall 
teach men so, he shall be called the least in 
the kingdum of heaven?” This address 
comes with authority; it goes forth under 
the sanction, and records the sentiments, of 
the Congregational Union, authenticated by 
the signatures of its secretaries. And to 
what does it amount in reference to this or- 
dinance ? to nothing short of the absolute 
annihilation of believers’ baptism—the em- 
blematieal institution of Christ, the practice 
of his apostles, and the only form of this 
ordinance which is in accordance with the 
spiritual nature of his kingdom. The error 
is no trifling one, and certainly it is one 
against which we Baptists are called to bear 
our decided testimony. In addition to sub- 
verting the primitive institution, it may be 
affirmed to be one main prop of every anti- 
christian system. Our friends may reason 
powerfully ; they may contend earnestly 
against the delusion of baptismal regenera- 
tion, as well as against state establishments 
of religion; but, so long as this practice 
exists among themselves, they place their 
opponents on vantage ground; they, in fact, 
forge the weapons which shall demolish or 
render pointless their most potent argu- 
ments. J rejoice, Sir, that the preaching of 
the “pure, simple, saving gospel,” is so 
strenuously urged in this appeal, and I re- 
joice to know that this gospel is preached 
in the Independent churches. Would that 
the ordinance of Christian baptism were 
taught with the same purity and divine sim- 
plicity, were exhibited in its true nature and 
design, not aa saving ordinance, but as a 
beautiful symbolical representation of dying 
with Christ unto sin, and rising with him 
unto newness of life. Vie. ed in this light, 
how eminently expressive, how worthy of 
its Author, how strikingly in unison with 
that spiritual religion whose subjects “are 
born, not of blood, nor of the will.of the 
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God ;” 
and who are required to rendera “reasonable 
service.” It is a distressing fact, that it is 
otherwise with our friends, involving some 
things in an obscurity perfectly foreign to 
At the 


refrain from saying, that much as I rejoice 


at the energies put forth by them, and at 


their saccesses in the cause of the Redeem- 
er, I most deeply regret that it is invariably 
in association with the pernicious error of 
infant baptism. It may be deemed enthu- 
siastic or fanatical, but it is my decided 
conviction, that the day is coming when 
this must all be undone—when a spiritual 
ordinance shall be administered only to the 
spiritual subjects of a spiritual King—when 
the Lord shall be honoured by the observ- 
ance of his own institution. It is, indeed, 
Mr. Editor, most marvellous, that such 
godly men (and greatly I honour, admire, 
and love many of them), with such enlarged 
apprehensions of the doctrines of the gos- 
pel, and in other respects such correct views 
of the nature of Christ’s kingdom, should so 
very tenaciously adhere to this palpable in- 
consistency. And yet it would seem they 
are absolutely wedded to the system. 
Every new arrangement they make contem- 
plates and provides for its perpetuation. 
Not even this address could be issued with- 
out solemnly urging the pastors and churches 
to bear testimony to this as the ordinance 
of Christ. Consistency, indeed, is praise- 
worthy, but consistency in error does not 
make the error the less. 

Symptoms, however, have not been want. 
ing, of late, to show that some of our friends 
feel a little sore on the subject. It does not 
become us to say how far some little mis- 
givings, perhaps some little twitches of con- 
science, may have conduced to this result— 
‘“*to their own Master they stand or fall ;” 
but I would solemnly remind our friends, 
that ‘to him that knoweth to do good, and 
doeth it not, to him it is sin.” Instances 
might be mentioned of individuals, ministers 
too, struggling for years against the convic- 
tions of duty on this subject, until con- 
science got so rampant that nothing but im- 
mediate compliance with the duty could 
satisfy its demands. A conscious sense of 
holy obedience made ample amends for the 
sacrifice or the obloquy such were called to 
endure. If these pages should meet the 
eye of any individual in similar circum. 
stances, permit a friend to say, Go and do 
likewise ; struggle no longer with convic- 
tions; yield to the claims of duty; by all 
means pacify conscience ; follow the Lamb 
whithersoever he goeth; leave consequences 
to him. : 

It belongs to the Baptists, Mr. Editor, to 
exhibit the truth on this subject. Jt is 
theirs to rescue the interesting institution of 
believers’ baptism from the oblivion to 
which our friends would consign it. To as- 
sist in a humble way in this object has been 
my aim in the above remarks. Hoping 
they may not be altogether unacceptable, 
and craving pardon for trespassing at such 
length, I remain, Sir, yours ee, ee 

’ . oie GPA. 


London, July 16,1840. ee 


~ 
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The Session of Parliament has closed, 
and we are bound to congratulate our friends 
on the advances which religious liberty has 
made during its course. They have not 
been of a nature to compel attention and 
excite strong feeling, but they have not 
been the less substantial. An Act passed 
at the end of the Session, with express re- 
ference to an individual in whose case many 
of our readers have taken a lively interest, 
the victim of intolerance in Chelmsford 
gaol, though it does not secure his immedi- 
ate deliverance, yet effects a great improve- 
ment on previous practice, as it renders it 
possible that he should be emancipated by 
the exertions of his friends, without taking 
that oath of canonical obedience to the Or- 
dinary which it was supposed would have 
been an insuperable obstacle to his release, 
or the performance personally of any act 
which might wound his conscience. The 
Act passed a few weeks previously, giving 
validity to seven thousand Registers of births 
and deaths which had been kept by Dis- 
senters before the passing of the law for a 
general registration, is one of incalculable 
importance to the civil interests of thousands, 
and is of especial value to those in our own 
denomination who, in past days, at the risk 
of loss, maintained the consistency of their 
principles, refusing to submit their children 
to the ceremonial required to entitle them 
to the use of parochial registers. The Re- 
gistration Bill of 1836 relieved us with re- 
gard to the future; but now, the Registers 
which had been kept with due accuracy by 
the officers of dissenting congregations, have 
received a sanction which ten years ago we 
could scarcely expect they should ever ob- 
tain, and have become Jegalevidence. But 
the most remarkable occurrence in the Ses- 
sion is the utter and irretrievable failure of 
Sir R. H. Inglis’s projected measure for 
Church Extension. Serious apprehensions 
were entertained, some months ago, that it 
would be successful; its rejection in the 
House of Commons, by a small majority, 
was therefore gratifying; but much more 
gratifying is the decisive condemnation of 
the project pronounced by the Conservative 
leader of the House of Lords, and the in- 
dication given by his words that he has 
some perception of the signs of the times. 
After stating that in his opinion, it was 
essentially necessary that some additional 
measures should be adopted in this country 


for preaching the word of God to the peo- 


ple, and that considering the manner in 


= which the church of this country was en- 


_ dowed, it was expedient that the first steps 
in order to procure funds for that purpose 


should be taken by the clergy themselves, 


‘the Duke of Wellington added, emphati- 


_eally, “Ialways entertained these opi- 


nions; and whenever any Right Rev. or 
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Most Rev. Prelate did me the honour of 
conversing with me on the subject, I have 
stated these opinions to them. I have lat- 
terly gone a little further, and I have said, 
that those must have derived little advantage 
from the contemplation of what has been 
passing latterly, who did not see further 
cause every day for thinking that it is abso- 
lutely necessary that the first steps should 
be taken by the clergy themselves; and 
when we have a commission composed of 
such men as the Most Rev. and Right Rev. 
Prelate, declaring that means must be de- 
tived from the resources of the church itself 
for that purpose, it would be ridiculous to 
suppose that whilst these means exist, Par- 
liament would consent to apply means from 
other sources.” Indeed, we have reason to 
believe, that in very high circles a convic- 
tion is gaining ground, that voluntary exer. 
tions for the support and promulgation of 
religion are in fact the most effective. We 
do not suppose that the Duke of Wellington 
ot the Archbishop of Canterbury has actu- 
ally embraced this opinion, but we think 
that they see sufficient proof of its preva- 
lence to lead them to believe that this is no 
time for the enactment of compulsory mea- 
sures for chureh extension. es 

May we add a few words as to the course 
which should be adopted by pious and con- 
sistent dissenters, in the existing state of 
public affairs? The present aspect of the 
political horizon confirms impressions which 
we have long entertained, that it will be 
politically wise, as well as conducive to our © 
purest pleasures, to expend our energies 
principally, nay, almost exclusively, in our 
own appropriate work of promoting the spi- 
ritual interests of those around us. —There 
are cases, indeed, in which itis desirable to 
accept civil offices ; there are circumstances 
in which it is incumbent to enter into poli- 
tical associations, and to take part in politi- 
eal warfare, but, in whatever degree an 
active and intelligent Dissenter can with- 
draw himself from such engagements, with- 
out detriment to the civil interests of the 
community, the more completely he can 
devote himself to the direct service of Christ, 
in the promotion of the religious interests 


of his neighbours, the more effectually will E 


he contribute to the attainment of those 
ends which Christian and dissenting patriots 


have inview. Nothing will so effectually — 


prove to the advocates of religious establish. 
ments that they are vain and injurious, as 
the reformation and manifest improvement 
of the community, effected by voluntary 
and unpatronized agency. ‘ie contributes 
most to the prevalence of iberal principles 
who, while he avows his opinions as a Dis- 
senter, and fulfils the duties which devolve 
upon him asa citizen, devotes his time and 
talents most effectively to the spiritual pros- 
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perity of the church with which he is connect- 
ed, andthe neighbourhood in which he dwells. 


Scotland, which we have not deemed it ne- 


cessary to trouble our readers to notice, as | 


it referred to the details of a system, the 
principles of which they condemn; but it 
has now assumed an aspect of increased im- 
portance. A portion of the adherents of the 
Scotch Establishment contend for the right 
of the patron to appoint, of his own autho- 
rity, a minister to a vacant parish; while 
others maintain the power of the presbytery 
to reject a minister appointed by the pa- 
tron, to whom the congregation object. A 
collision has taken place between the General 
Assemblyand the Courtsof Law; and the As- 
sembly, led-on by Dr. Chalmers, is adopting 
strong measures. 
language has fallen from that gentleman in 
recent debates, showing that his opinions on 
points connected with the independence of 
the clergy, and the election of ministers, are 
such as may not improbably compel him to 
seek_refuge from the tyranny of National 
Establishments where other honest men 
have taken refuge before, In a pamphlet 
which he has just published, after stating 
his belief that ‘if once the spiritual inde. 
pendence of the church was. secured, we 
need.not care in how many electors the ini- 


tiative was lodged; and that if this initia- | 


tive were vested in communicants, it were a 
mighty improvement on the actual system,” 
he gives a curious view of the amount of 
help which the church of Christ has to ex- 
pect from. living statesmen, whether they 
belong to the party on whose aid he has: 
been-accustomed to rely, or to the party he 
has been accustomed to denounce. “ After 
all,” he says, ‘‘ I now feel that I owe an act 
of justice to the Whigs. I understand jus- 
tice in the sense of equity (equitas) ; and I 
am now~bound to say, that if on the ques- 
tion of Church endowments I have been 
grievously disappointed by the one party— 
on the question of Church independence I 
have been as grievously disappointed by 
the other, Of course I speak on the basis 
of a very limited induction; but as far as 
the findings of my own personal observation 
are concerned, ] should say of the former, 


Church Establish all ;—and the . 
latter, that thet alue for a Church 
Establishment seems more for it ds-an 
engine of State, t a ipiaent of 
Christian usefulness ference lies in 


having no principle, or 
that is wrong. In either way they 
ee useless, and may prove equally 
vy 

ledgment I now make to the Whigs be a 
somewhat ludicrous one, if viewed in the 
character of a peace-offering, I am neverthe- 


Some very remarkable | 


hurt. 
to the Church ; and though the acknow- | 


| would 
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less bound to declare that, for aught like 


| right Church purposes, I have found the 
| Conservatives to be just as bad as themselves.” 
. . | 
A controversy. has for some,time agitated 


In one or two of dur’Associations in the 
North of England, we learn that resolutions 
have been passed:in favour of the establish. 
ment of a Baptist newspaper. -Before our 
brethren take any steps for carrying their 
opinion into effect, we hope that they. will 


-examine all the bearings of the project, and 


consider the consequences that would result 
from its accomplishment. We have at pre- 
sent one paper, the Patriot, which exercises 
considerable influence among public men, as 
it is believed to be the organ of the evange- 
lical dissenters at large; if it were known 
to speak the opinions not of the whole body, 
but of a section only, that influence would 
be lessened, while its younger contemporary 
would be unable to supply the deficiency. 
At present we understand that its pecuniary 
proceeds are no larger than are absolutely 
necessary to its being respectably conduct- 
ed; if this be the case while it has the 
support of the baptists as well as of pedo- 
baptists, what would ensue if the support of 
the baptists were withdrawn? If the whole 
body of Dissenters do no more than barely 
maintain the Patriot, would the Baptists 
alone be sufficiently strong and sufficiently 
united to maintain well a separate paper ? 
Is there not danger that, instead of having 
one effective paper, we should have two 
non-effective publications, lingering out a 
spiritless existence, till at length one or both 
of them would expire. Have our brethren 
revolved the effects with regard to adver- 
tisements? Would it suit baptist adver. 
tisers that their advertisements should be 
read by baptists alone? or would they pay 
for advertising in two papers instead of one? 
Would it suit those who read advertise- 
ments to confine their perusal.of them to 
such as would find their way to the Baptist 
newspaper, or to be obliged to purchase both 
papers if they wished to see the advertise- 
ments of their pedobaptist fellow dissen- 
ters? Is itnot desirable to read intelli 


relating to religious matters ir 


minations? Is it not desira at our 
brethren of other -denominat 


have our intelli 


farnished Is 
to maintain: 
denomini ‘ 
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ST. ANN’S BAY, JAMAICA. 


Tur engraving on the other side represents the Chapel at St. Ann’s ay 
which was re-opened, after its enlargement, on the 7th of April last. It wi 
now seat 1800 comfortably, but 2000 are frequently found within its walls. 5 

The Missionary station at this place was begun by the Rev. Je Bromley, 0 
the General Baptist Mission, in the year 1830. On his leaving enegecs a 
1831, the premises were purchased for our Society. The original chapel : 
been formerly the Court-house. It was one of the fourteen destroyed by the 
Colonial Chureh Union in 1832, when the late estimable Mr. Nichols, and his 
family, who o¢eupied it at that time, were obliged to fly for their lives, On the 
tree in front of the chapel, Mr. Nichols and the resident Wesleyan missionary 
were hung in éffigy by the furious mob. The mortal remains of the excellent 
James Coulfart are interred at the back of the chapel, within a neat tomb, 
erected by the people ; on which they have placed the appropriate inscription, 
«“ His witness is in heaven, and his record is on high.” Monuments have been 
erected, by the church, within the walls, to the memory of both Mr. Coultart 
and Mr. Nichols, ; 

The building on the summit of the hill, to the fight of the picture, is the 
residence of Mr. Abbott, the highly-valued missionary at this station, who has 
given the following particulars respecting the state of the Mission here, and at 
the subordinate stations, for the year 1839 :— 


During the year 157 were added to the church at St. Ann’s Bay by baptism; 4 were received, 
2 died, 1 was dismissed, and 2 were excluded. 

To the church at Ocho Rios 49 were added by baptism; 6 were received, 1 was restored, 1 
died, and 1 was excluded. 

To the church at Coultart Grove 53 were added by baptism ; 59 were received, and 1 was 
restored. None wére removed by death, and 1 only was excluded. 

The clear increase at all the stations is 222 members; the total number of members 826, and 
of inquirers 1399. 153 couples were united by marriage; and 657 persons became subscribers 
for Bibles, the greater part of them for Family Bibles. 

Achurch has not yet been formed at Stacey Ville, but 148 persons’ names are enrolled on 
the list of inquirers; and I have occasionally administered the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper to 
the members at present attached to Coultart Grove, who reside in that district. 

The total number of children in our day-schools is 258, and in our Sunday-schools 1243. 

The foundation-stone of our new chapel at Ocho Rios was laid on the Ist of June's and the 
building, which is neat and substantial, 80 feet by 40 feet, was opened for publie worship on the 
7th and 8th of December. ‘ ; 

The Mission premises at Stacey Ville, in Clarendon, were set apart-for the: Worship of God, by 


Thus has our merciful God enabled us to provide additional accommodation for thosé Who de- 


sire to sit under the sound of the Gospel, and to lend our feeble aid in pro ng the’ triutiphs of 
the Cross, He has mercifully blessed us with unintertupted peace : a spirit of harnony and love 
has prevailed at all our church-meetings, and chavactetized our intercout’s ich Other; and 


T cannot omit eae feelings of lively gratitude; that!’ another year’ of n has 
passed away, without any of thosé evils occurring which our enemies predicted would be the result 
of emancipation, Peace and prosperity have inva a kindand equitable system of 
management. There has not been, to: the best pers connexion with 
the churches under my care, convicted of any crime; not one vagrant; not o 
beg than work ; not one who has applied to the parish for relief; and, I believe, most of my 
brethren can say the same. These are pleasing features in the history of a newly-emancipated 
peasantry, and to their instructors form a delightful source of encouragement, =. Bay 


prey aia” 
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CALCUTTA. 


We have great pleasure in inserting 


the following letter from our esteemed 


brother, the Rev. Francis Tucker, to the church meeting in How-street, Ply- 


mouth, under the pastoral charge of the Rev. Samuel 


Nicholson, in connexion 


with which Mr. Tucker made his Christian profession, 


Calcutta, April 15, 1840. 


My dear Christian Friends,— Allow me, from 
this distant land, to send you a slight expression 
of my Christian remembrance, Having been 
known to many of you from my infancy; hay- 
ing made my first profession of faith among you, 
and feeling convinced that the spiritual welfare 
of India lies near your hearts, I have resolved to 
send you a brief account of what has fallen un- 
der my own observation, and of what I myself 
have been called on, in the providence of God, 
to undertake, I will not allow myself to doubt 
that you will receive this communication 
kindly, 

You are aware that our missionary party 
safely reached Calcutta at the end of September. 
For a few weeks we remained together, and 
made ourselves familiar with all the novelties of 
this intensely novel land. We lost no time, 
however, in meeting with our dear missionary 
brethren who were previously here, and delibe- 
rating with them on the departments of labour 
which it seemed best for each respectively to 
occupy. At this conference were present our 
dear brother Mr. Yates, the oldest of our mis- 
sionaries in India,* who has, for many years, been 
employing his talents in the translation of the 
Scriptures into various languages, and in preach- 
ing to an English church ; Mr. Thomas, who has 
been superintending the printing-office during 
Mr. Pearce’s absence, and taking care of all the 
correspondence ; Mr. Ellis, who has the care of 
a number of children of native Christians, 
amounting to fifty-four, of whom twenty-one are 
members of his native church, and seven students 
for the Christian ministry ; Mr. Bayne, who is 
pastor of the church in Bow Bazaar, partly Eu- 
ropean and partly native; Mr. Parsons, who had 


only arrived a few months before, and had been | 


engaged in English preaching; and ourselves, 
including Messrs. Wenger, Phillips, Morgan, and 
Tucker, beside Mr. W. H. Pearce. ae 
_ After earnest prayer for Divine direction, it 
was then decided that Mr. Pearce should resume 


te rt. Moore, of Mon- 
“of acea, were both in 
“Mr . Yatos.— Zi dy Mis, HH 


river 300 miles, to Monghyr ; Mr. Phillips 500 
miles further, to Agra; and that Mr, Yates 
should resign the pastorate of the English 
church, Circular Road, and devote his time to 
the important work of translation ; in which Mr. 
Wenger should assist him, and at the same time 
take the superintendence of a neighbouring vil- 
lage church. With regard to myself, it was re- 
solved that I should be recommended to the Cir- 
cular Road church, snd should become, if they 
invited me, their pastor. All these arrange. 
ments were subsequently carried into effect. The 


management of the printing-office, as well as | 
rate of a small native church; Mr. | 
preside over the Bible Depository cor- 
, Ellis and Mr. Bayne continue | 

Mr, Parsons proceed up the 


spirit of union and Christian kindness that 
reigned among the brethren I never saw ex- 
ceeded ; so that all these matters, of such serious 
moment to every one of us, were decided with 
perfect unanimity, 

It would take up too much time for me to 
speak at length on all the departments of labour 
which the brethren occupy; but I ought to ex- 
press to you my sincere belief that all the means 
which are employed are in accordance with 
the word of God; and adapted, with the bless- 
ing of the HolySpirit, to enlarge the Redeemer’s 
kingdom. es 

You will, perhaps, have observed that I have 
made no reference to any one of our brethren 


| being engaged in direct preaching to the heathen, 


except in connexion with three of the churches. 
This, I must inform you, is owing, not to the 
want of inclination among the brethren, or of 
conviction of its importance, but to the fact that 
every missionary’s time is already fully and most 
usefully occupied. But you must not suppose 
that this post is neglected; on the contrary, — 
there are assistant missionaries, born in the 
country, and therefore better able to stand — 
the climate, engaged in this work every day. ; 
Still I have no doubt it will seem to you, as te 
‘does to us, that English missionaries should be Se 
engaged in this branch of labour, And here IL 
would found an appeal to you, dear friends, and 
to your fellow-Christians in England, to send 
out more missionaries. Not to refer to the — 
hundreds of millions in this immense country, 
but to the hundreds of thousands in this swarr 
ing city, we want more missionaries | 
for another reason. : 
I mentioned just now Mr. Ellis’s 
stitution: it is the most interestir 
jhave seen in India. The fifty-four b 
kept apart from the corrupt heathen a 
them, and lodged in — ee ee ; 
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walls which inclose the missionary’s house. 
They are assembled every day for family wor- 
ship, and instructed in religious as well as secu- 
lar learning. Of these, as I said, twenty-one 
give evidence of real piety, and seven are'study- 
ing theology. I wish you could see these seven 
young students: they cannot speak English very 
intelligibly, but can give most intelligent an- 
Swers to many 4 puzzling question, And then 
they are truly pious. Oh! I have looked down 
upon them on a Lord’s day evening, (for several 
ofthem attend my ministry,) and my heart has 
been ready to leap at the thought that some one 
of them may prove, through the grace of God, a 
Whitefield ora Jolin Knox among his country- 
men, and be honoured to turn many to righte- 
ousness, 

Now, besides giving attention to all these 
youths, and to the church to which so many of 
them belong, Mr. Ellis has just opened a day- 
school for the common street children. Already 
he has more than 200, who all, of course, are 
instructed gratuitously. The school-room is a 
noble building, 90 feet long by 40 wide; and 
near it is erected a very neat and commodious 
chapel, also for natives, 53 feet by 45. Both 
these were built by the munificence of a single 
Christian in England, who has given more than 
1000/. for this purpose. All this is under the 
charge of Mr, Ellis; and, as might be expected, 
he is rapidly wearing himself out in the midst of 
his busy occupations, Another missionary is 
wanted immediately to come to his assistance. 

And then there is another and very solemn 
call. You haye already heard, I have no doubt, 
of the death of Mr. Pearce. This is a very great 
loss to Calcutta, and toIndia at large, There is 
great reason for gratitude, however, that he was 
spared so long. He had spent nineteen years in 
most diligent and useful labour; then had re- 
visited England, where he endeared both himself 
and the cause he supported to many Christians ; 
brought back with him a reinforcement of mis- 
sionaries tad the promise of a few more; and, 
just as he had seen the new brethren fairly located 
in their spheres of duty, was called away to his 
rest and his reward. ‘This event has, of course, 
disturbed, in some measure, the former arrange- 
ments, Mr, Thomas has removed to the print- 
ing-office, and Mr. Yates has taken the superin- 
tendence of the widowed native church ;. while 
the remaining duties must be divided among the 
rest of us, 

But you will expect me to say a little about 
myself. Since I have become ‘pastor of the 
church in, Circular Road, God has been pleased 
t> favour us with most undeserved and unex- 
‘pected blessings, The congregation has so much 
increased that we'are obliged to enlarge the cha- 
pel; and, which is far better, some are being 
added to the church. T had the pleasure of bap- 
tizing three young persons the first Lord’s day 
of this month, and expect to baptize four next 
month; while there are, beside, four inquirers 
‘how visiting me, It will interest many of you 
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to know that the four present candidates for bap- 
tism are two of them daughters of the late mis- 
sionary Mr. Lawson, and two the grandchildren 
of Dr. Carey. Our prayer-meetings and church- 
meetings all show symptoms of revival. 

Dear friends, implore for me the grace and 
wisdom that come down from heaven, that I 
may be enabled to feed the flock of God, and 
guide many more wanderers to the fold. 

Beside the engagements of the pastorate, 
which you may suppose are not few or unim- 
portant, I have also the office of secretary to the 
Calcutta Auxiliary to the Baptist Missionary 
Society, so that at present I cannot undertake 
any native work. But I am slowly acquiring 
the Hindustanee language, and hope yet to be 
able to declare to these poor heathens, in their 
own tongue, the wonderful works of God. 

I may mention, before I close, something 
about these heathen people. Their first appear- 
ance struck me very favourably; not only is 
their attire so interesting, but there is so much 
gentleness and cheerfulness in their manners ; 
nor have I ever yet seen the slightest symptom 
of that awful impurity which they are well 
known to commit in secret. In lying and dis- 
honesty, however, I soon detected them; and 
these sins they commit without the slightest 
compunction. 

I was present last Saturday at one of their 
festivals,—that very cruel one which goes by 
the name of Charruk Puja, or swing-worship. 
Walking out just before sunset, about one hun- 
dred yards from my house, 1 came to an assem- 
bly of people in an elbow of the open street, 
above whose heads a man was swinging round 
violently, suspended, as if at one end of a ba- 
lance. A bandage was round his waist; but as 
he swung past me I could distinctly see the two 
hooks in his back under it. He did seem to 
be in pain, but he was probably very much in- 
toxicated. While I was looking on, two or three 
of Mr. Ellis’s young men came up, each with a 
bundle of tracts under his arm, and while I was 
conversing with them, Sujatali, the converted 
Mussulman, of whom you have read in the 
HERALD, (a lovely Christian,) and Gungana- 
rayan, another native preacher, joined us. I 
wanted one of them to have mounted a low wall 
near which we stood; and, like Whitefield at 
Bartholomew-fair, to have proclaimed. to. them 
that what they were doing provoked the wrath 
of God; but this could not be done: all they 
could do was to speak to any individuals in the 
crowd who might be inclined to listen, and to 
distribute tracts; and my eyes filled with tears 


while watching Sujatali’s striped turban, as _he 


passed from me slowly through the crowd, paus- 
ing now and*then to tell the poor idolaters of a 
better way of salvation. “You may at first think 
my allusion to Bartholomew-fair inappropriate, 
but, in reality, it is a very fit one; for it was 
this impressed me most deeply while attending 
this heathen ceremony; that none of the people 
present seemed to remember that ‘it was in-— 
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tended to bea sacrifice for sin. Their shasters 
declare it to be so; but I could discern none of 
that seriousness or solemnity which I might 
have expected when men were making atone- 
ment for their transgression to an offended God. 
The poor swinger appeared to me just like one 
of those men whom I had seen in the streets of 
London passing their feet over hot iron, or dip- 
ping them. into melted lead, in order to get 
money ; and the spectators, except that they did 
not seem half as much interested, behaved just 
like the crowd who cluster around the juggler 
on such occasions. The resemblance is the 
more accurate, that the Indian swingers are all 
paid for their performances. I must confess this 
very much checked my sympathy for the poor 
people ; but, on reflection, what is there which 
‘should excite a Christian’s sympathy more 
deeply than the fact that the most affecting rites 
of that wretched system which forms the only 
religion of millions of immortal souls should be 
thus perverted by the worshippers to purposes 
of show and gain ? 
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But I must not enlarge. To those of you, 
dear brethren, who give liberally of your sub- 
stance, for the proclamation of the Gospel in 
this country, I would only say, by way of en- 
couragement, that I have not the slightest doubt 
that their contributions are acceptable to. God, 
and will be, sooner or later, honoured with his 
blessing. It is but the seed-time at present with 
India, but the haryest will surely come. ‘To all 
of you I commend the interests of these deluded 
and perishing souls; and should any one of you, 
qualified for the work, feel a desire to come 
hither and labour for their salvation, I may sim- 
ply express to him my own conviction that there 
is no spot on the surface of the globe where the 
hope of real and extensive usefulness can be 
more confidently indulged. 

The Lord bless you, dear Christian brethren, 
and increase you a thousand fold ! 


Believe me yours in Christian affection, 
F, TUCKER. 


Under date of 15th April, Mr. Bayne mentions the recent decease of a na- 
tive teacher, who resided at one of the village stations :— 


I wrote you a long letter in the beginning of 
the year, giving an account of the village sta- 
tions, which, I trust, you duly received. Lately 
‘we have suffered a great loss there, by the death 
‘of one of our preachers called Naryan. He was 
‘a worthy man, full of simplicity, affection, and 
‘zeal, 80 that all’ the Christians loved him, and 
the heathen respected him. As death approached 
he was calm ‘and happy : he said he had no fear, 
‘he knew he was going to his Saviour. He had 
no wish to live, but rather desired to go to him. 
“The faith of the brethren who witnessed his last 
‘moments was gretly strengthened by his dying 
expressions. The news of his death just reached 
me when a much heavier stroke was falling 
upon us. 3 E 

What a blow has the death of our dear bro- 
ther Pearce been to us! It staggered us all—it 
“overwhelmed us all; but as you have received 
full intelligence of the distressing event, I will 
not dwell upon it.” : 
: tis pleasing, however, to compare the death- 
bed scene of these two Christians. The one was 
possessed of a refined, cultivated mind, richly 
furnished with various stores of knowledge, so 


fiswy TOS Vitiah 2 


Testing simply on Jesus. — 


that he was adapted to shine, if he had chosen, 
in the most enlightened circle. The other was 
a plain countryman, brought up in utter igno- 
rance, knowing nothing of the world beyond his 
own paltry village: yet both were Christians. 
But, even here, what a contrast! The one was 
the son of devotedly pious parents, and brought 
up in an enlightened Christian land; converted 
to God in his youth, and favoured with all the 
advantages of good example and a religious edu- 
cation. The other the son of heathens, him- 
self for many years a heathen, busy in the service 
of idolatry ; a singer of the wantom-songs in ho- 
nour of wanton deities; yet, like the other, he 
obtained mercy. Here was the only point of 
resemblance; they had been both renewed in 
the spirit of their minds, and had come to the 
cross for salvation. And what was the conge- 
quence in the hour of death? ‘They had both 
the same cheering hope, the same delightful as- 
surance that Jesus was theirs, and they were his; 
the same desire to depart and be with Christ. 
Like the thief on the cross and the ‘apostle Paul, 
they could both look on death with composure 


Or 
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_, Iv will interest some of our readers to learn, from. their own pens, what is 
_ thought, by intelligent natives, of the efforts made for the benefit of their coun- 
 trym en, by missionaries, and others like-minded. ‘Thus writes the editor of ; 
e Sampurnachandroday, one of the native journals of Calcutta, in an article 
rely reproving the selfish indifference of his wealthy countrymen to objects 
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e natives, of this country, generally, know | and thereby become acquainted with the history 
‘of English bencficence : such, how- | of the English, will be able to verify our state- 


have acquired, a taste for the literature, | ments, We have, then, no hesitation in assert- os 
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ing, that so far from equalling these foreigners 
in generosity and public zeal, our native gentry 
cannot pretend even to approach them in those 
admirable qualities. Do not Englishmen com- 
pass sea and land to search out and remedy the 
evils that every where afflict mankind, and this 
with a vast expenditure of labour and property, 
and at hazard of life itself? As instances of this 
general statement take the following :— 

The Christians of Europe, believing (we say 
not justly or unjustly) that their religion is the 
only truce one, and destined for all mankind, 
expend amazing sums, from both public and 
private funds, in sending out men to preach and 
propagate their faith among all nations. Nay, 
many of those agents themselves, being in pos- 
session of personal resources, and independent 
of charitable support, have gone forth on the 
same errand at their own charges, taking not a 
cowrie from those who commissioned them. 
Our readers are not to imagine that these Chris- 
tian missionaries are the paid servants of the 
Company: no, they are sent out by distinct 
Societies, purely of a religious character and 
constitution, whose means are the accumulation 
of multiplied free contributions from the pious 
and charitable among their countrymen. We 
are unable to say to what amount the expendi- 
ture of these proselyting enterprises may ex- 
tend; but, judging from some particulars that 
have come under our own observation, there 
cannot be less than some lacks of rupees dis- 
bursed yearly upon these objects in India alone. 
We know even of individuals coming to our 
shores who have been made the almoners of 
private bounty ; and have heard of similar cases 
with reference to other countries. These indi- 
viduals have been intrusted with large sums, to 


be diseretionally employed in the relief of suf- 
fering humanity, in instances which they had 
themselves been the means of bringing to the 
knowledge of their friends and others in Europe. 
We lately beard of a gentleman who was the 
bearer, in this way, of 10,000 rupees, which he 
was charged to expend for the benefit of the 
natives of India, in such way as might best ap- 
prove itself to his judgment. 

Nay, more than this, the very wives and 
daughters of Europeans in England, not willing 
to be outdone in these benevolent exertions by 
their husbands, fathers, and brothers, have car- 
ried their generous zeal to a very great extent. 
Young women, or married females, while en- 
joying every comfort of life themselves, and 
freed from all necessity of labour or toil of any 
sort, are yet found devoting their time, and 
strength, and skill to charitable purposes, in a 
vast variety of employments; as in preparing a 
thousand neat little trinkets, &c., by the sale of 
which to furnish the means of giving education 
to Hindoo females. The same gentleman already 
referred to brought out articles thus prepared, 
which produced no less a sum than 2000 rupees, 
which, too, he was commissioned to expend in 
the support of orphan and other schools in this 
city. F 

And although the ultimate object proposed 
by these benevolent people, is to make their 
scholars Christians,—an object which we, of 
course, by no means approve,—still, considering 
the substantial benefits, of a temporal and phy- 
sical kind, in food, raiment, and education, 
which our children obtain through their liberal 
benefactions, we cannot but be grateful to them, 
The tribuie of honest thankfulness trembles on 


| our lips, 


CEYLON, 


Tux following extracts from the Report of this Mission, drawn up by Mr. 
Harris, and read at the Annual Meeting, held in Colombo on the 2nd of De- 


cember last, will be gratifying to our readers. 


By the time this sheet leaves 


the press, it is probable our friend Mr, Dawson will be on his way to strengthen 


that very promising Mission. 


The Report notices, in the first place,— 


The State of Education. 


Duting the past year our Society has had, in 
different parts of the island, 29 schools, contain-. 
ing 1050 children; 2 in Colombo, 6 at Han-| 
wella, 4 at Byanville, 7 at Kottighawatta, 8 at’ 


Matelle, and 2 at Aloot-gama, 


The small number of our schools in Colombo | 


bo | Government, which has ees puis 


arises from the greater lack of instruction which 


is discernible in the villages, We cannot extend 
our labours without some limitation : would to 


God that nothing could stop us, but a cessation | been pleased 
ofthe igaorance and miseries of man! ‘his il | 


one day be the case; but until more distinct 
signs of its approach shall be apparent, we must 
be content to lay out most prudently the sums 


entrusted to our disposal : for t most 
of our schools are planted in Peace ce 


A most seasonable assistance is rendered, un- 
der this headby the liberality of Mejests 
increase of scholastic labour Excelente. 
the Governor, in addition to the sum of 35 1 Ka t 4 
lotted to the schools in the Matelle district, has 

lead to put a our daposal a um not 
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pended: the remainder is needed to meet ex- 
penses in progress, With this auxiliary supply 
10 additional schools have been set up, con- 
taining about 260 children. 


It will not be uninteresting nor inappropriate 
to mention, that during the year a Rodyaschool 
has been begun; the first attempt, we believe, 
to. communicate instruction to that despised and 
outcast tribe. One of the Society’s missionaries 
recently saw them, and, by interpretation, had a 
long conversation with them. He regrets the 
necessity to which they are driven of begging for 
their subsistence, as such a life must havea ten- 
dency to counteract the better principles which 
a knowledge of Christianity always brings. It 
cuts the sinews of independent industry, and so 
far operates as a drawback in leading them for- 
ward in the race of civilization : at present, how- 
ever, it seems unavoidable. When the preju- 
dices of caste shall be worn out they will be 
thought worthy of engaging in industrious la- 
bour, and so at last find their level amongst the 
human family. 


The school-room deyoted to their instruction 
serves as a place of public worship; and parents 
and children meet here together, to listen to the 
words of eternal life. Without hazarding the 
loss of other hearers, or creating confusion in the 
assembly, they are likewise permitted now to 
stand under the veranda of the Matelle chapel ; 
and even this removal of prejudice brings many 
to the regular Sabbath service, 

To merely English ears these remarks will 
sound curious, not to say repulsive; but man 
naturally tyrannizes over his fellow-man : it is 
the Gospel alone that teaches us that in Christ 
Jesus we are all one,—that there is neither 
barbarian nor Scythian, bond nor free. 

Ifhis Excelleney~saw these people in his re- 
cent journey, he must have felt deep compassion 


for them, and have been struck with the evil of 


their eleemosynary life; and ifit be practicable, 
we doubt not of his disposition-to attempt a 
cure. The district judge, Mr. Mercier, has set 
a good example by visiting these people, and 
takes care to let all sce that he thinks no less of 
them wan at ! 


Preaching. 


We.come now to the more direct object: of 


our Society,—the preaching of the Gospel to the 
heathen nations. Thisis our.commission, given 
to us by. our Master, with the annexation of the 
eo of his presence; and we hope that we 

hat we have always felt the cause to be 
t our, own; ‘it is, therefore, with plea-. 
we give an account of our proceed- 
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The latter was undertaken by solicitation, anda 
blessing seems to rest on the result. 


The places are Slave Island, the Fort, two in 
the Pettah, one in Chequo-street, the Grand 
Pass, the Leper Hospital, Moderah, Matakooly, 
and Hendella, At most of these places sinners 
have been brought to abandon their evil courses, 
give up their false hopes, and take refuge in the 
sacrifice of Christ, and shape their lives agreeably 
to his laws and example. 


The number of persons admitted to the privi- 
leges of the Christian church by us, after a mi- 
nute examination of their cases, and a diligent 
inquiry into their lives, amounts, during the past 
year, to one hundred and thirty-one. These 
have been baptized, on a public ayowal of their 
faith, and are considered by us members of the 
respective communities to which they belong, 
This observation, of course, includes all our 
stations, 


Hangwella. 


The next point to which attention is directed 
is Hangwella. Though one of the oldest sta- 
tions, circumstances had rendered it almost ex- 
tinct. Left necessarily to the care of an old ~ 
Singhalese proponent, seldom visited by a Eu- 
ropean, the members of the church were reduced 
to seven. As soon, however, as additional help 


zi “alates of os aan ana’ of 
; | this all,- 
; of good things in that: district. 


arrived from England, pains were taken, by the 
removal of the former resident missionary of 
Colombo thither, to effect a revival. He has 
represented the district as very deplorable, the 
worst marks of heathen sin and superstition 
abounding; the people having “‘ gods many, and 
lords many,” but ignorant of the only Lord God, 
and of Jesus Christ, whom he hath sent. = 

Qn his arrival there, not a public school could 
be found within twelve miles in one direction , 
and fifty in another, where evangelical 1 know- 
ledge was communicated. Now six schools are 
planted. They, as well as the public duties 
connected with the worship of God in the vil- 
lage, are under the inspection .of Mr. Daniel, 
who only leaves this spot of his labour when afe 
fairs connected with the Mission require nis ate 
tendance at Colombo, = 

At first the attempt to Hime aber ot 
evil was discouraging; but the faithfulness of | 
the Divine promise,‘ In due time ye shall reap, 
if ye faint not,” has becn strictly verified. The 
number of adherents to the cause of Christ has 
increased from seven to thirty-five. 
sons have been thought fit to commemorate the — 
death of our common Lord, by participating in 
the celebration of. the Lord's Supper; and, after 
renouncing solemnly their idolatrous practic 
were baptized into the faith of Christ. N 
—rather, we would. aie: beg nni 
ns 
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carried on, and the seeds’ of a future harvest, we 
aré induced to believe, sown. 


Byamville. 


Since our last Annual Meeting we have or- 
dained over this church a pastor, keeping in mind 
the apostolical directions that such an one “ought 
to be an ensample to the flock.” His labours 
have been very successful. ‘Twenty-three na- 
tives have humbled themselves under the mighty 
hand of God, and sought refuge from the storm 
of Divine anger in the atoning blood of the Son 
of God. ‘Of these some were Budhists; some 
nominally Christians, but ignorant of that faith 
which they professed, and enemies to God by rea- 
son of their wicked works, One, an aged woman, 
having lived nearly seventy years in the world, 
was.an obstinate persecutor for some time after 
this branch of our Mission was established, and 
strove to hinder its growth, and render its mem- 
bers contemptible. 


Interesting Fact. 


Another interesting fact connected with this 
place we cannot forbear relating, ifit be only to 

say to others, ‘“ Go thou, and do likewise.” 
lh A poor native, who had come a distance of 
twelve miles, to hear words whereby he might 
be saved, obtained all for which he was anxious 
by his journey. He repented of his sins, was 
baptized, admitted into Christian communion, 
and bidden to come as often as he could, that 
he might get nourishment for his soul, and so 
be prepared for death. He found it difficult to 
attend every Sabbath, and so confined his visits 
to the first Sabbath in the month, when the 
Lord’s Supper is celebrated ; taking care, in the 
interim, to open his house for the worship of 
God in his own village, and to get together as 
many of his neighbours as he could, to join him 
in his humble attempts to praise God for his 
manifold mercies in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
About twelve of his neighbours were ‘wise 
enough to listen to his voice, and to be infiu- 
enced by his example. He has had the satisfac- 
tion to see them cast idolatry behind their backs, 

and they are now candidates for baptism. 

How might the practical effects of the Gospel 
be increased, did all imitate the conduct of this 
humble disciple, who proved himself indeed “a 
light shining in a dark place !” 


Kattighawatte. 
we have ordained a native to 


© Here, likewise, 
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number of thirty-six communicants, all of whom 
(with one exception, by reason of sickness,) sat 
down, on the occasion, to celebrate the Lord’s 
Supper. 


It is pleasing to be able to state, that since 
the foundation of this interesting station not 
one instance of immorality or inconsistency has 
occurred, among those deemed fit for baptism 
and the communion of the Lord’s people. 


The place of worship is too small for the ac- 
commodation of the hearers; and when the mi- 
nister’s new residence is erected, it is in con- 
templation, by some means or other, to build a 
new and larger place of worship, and appropriate 
the present to the purposes of a school-room. 


Two or three more schools are likewise be- 
ginning to be established, the result entirely of 
the benevolent and sympathetic suggestions, and 
supplications, we may add, of the pastor him- 
self. Trusting in God for supplies, we have 
permitted him to extend the educational branch 
of his duty; and, among other efforts he is 
making, that of bringing into operation a female 
school is not the least. Twenty female children 
are at the present moment under tuition; and 
more are expected, if the funds of the Society 
are adequate to meet the expenditure; and we 
see no reason to doubt of this. 


Matelle. 


Matelle is one of the most delightful parts of 
the island of Ceylon. Its lofty mountains and 
picturesque scenery make one devoutly and ear- 
nestly wish that all its inhabitants knew and 
adored the common Creator; and bringing them 
back to this happy state is not so difficult a task 
as many imagine. They attach much less im- 
portance to Budhism than the residents of the 
maritime districts; and have escaped, in a great 
measure, the contagion of European evil -ex- 
ample. Never, amidst all their labours in Eng- 
land, did the missionaries discover so much rea- 
diness to receive Divine truth in the love of it, 
nor so much thankfulness for the least ray of 
heavenly light darted into the mind. 


On a recent visit there, the missionary went 
from village to village, into places almost inac- 
cessible, over craggy, rocky mountains, up steep 
places, down declivities, through the thick over- 
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ers; and in some places people went. away with- 
out hearing. 

Candidates for baptism were examined with 
care and scrupulosity; and fifteen were admit- 
ted, by that holy rite, into the fellowship of the 
Christian church. Of these one was formerly 
a Budhist priest, or rather high priest. He ex- 
ercised his impious functions at Matura, and 
there led multitudes the downward road that 
endeth in destruction. Convinced of his folly 
and wickedness, he most resolutely threw aside 
his robes of office, gave up his calling, which 
was somewhat lucrative, and embraced, with 
zeal and eagerness, the sublime and saving truths 
of Christianity. Now he is endeavouring to 
counteract the mischief he formerly did, by 
teaching his pupils, by letter and orally, the 
worth and preciousness of the Gospel ; and along 
with him were baptized two, who had formerly 
been misled by him in his inculcation of Bud- 
histical tenets. 

In another instance, two persons, who had 
heard of our proceedings, and that we were about 
to: baptize, came eighty-six miles, so to fulfil the 
law of Christ. They had been awakened to a 
sense of their sinfulness some months before, had 
left Matelle, and dwelt on the road to Trinco- 
malee; where, having no opportunity of attend- 


ing public religious ordinances, they kept up | 


private religious exercises, family prayer, and 
the observance of the Sabbath ; and by their 
‘growth in grace evinced that the sanctifying 
power of God’s Spirit is not confined to fixed 
rules. of action, but that he can suit his benevo- 
lent agency to the wants, the circumstances, and 
the destitution of man. 

On the Sabbath day upwards of 200 people 
attended at Matelle to hear the word of God; 
and: in the evening, a mixed congregation of 
English descendantsand native Singhalese, when 
alternate services were carried on by Mr. Silva, 
the pastor, and the visiting missionary. 


Aloot-Gama. 


to During the course of the year, a fresh Mis- 
sionary station has been attempted at Aloot- 
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Gama, about twenty miles from Colombo,.on 
No attempts to intro- 
duce the Gospel there had been previously made, 
except an occasional effort or two from our So- 
ciety. 

Part of the money granted by Government 
for the purposes of education has been expended 
in forming two schools in this village. The 

native teacher placed there regularly visits ad- 
joining places; but we regret to state that this 
spot is at present very discouraging. From 
whatever cause it arises, the people are repre- 
sented as indifferent to the word of truth, stupid 
and senseless in regard to religious feeling, and, 
in many instances, show opposition: instead of 
attention. The schools, likewise, are little 
heeded; the number of pupils daily diminish, 
and every thing, at present, looks forbidding. 


In recapitulating the detail of means em- 
ployed, it appears that our Society has 6 sta- 
tions, 8 missionaries, and 29 schools, containing 
1050 children, male and female, During the 
year 3 communicants have died, 3 have been 
excluded, 8 restored, and, as before stated, 
131 added, after a careful investigation of their 
cases, The Gospel is regularly preached in 
about 107 villages, including Colombo and its 
vicinity. 


The expenditure has been nearly 10002; nd; 
independently of the school grants from Govern: 
ment, the money given or promised, on behalf 
of our Mission, by persons in the helinsivs amounts 
to about 801. 


In conclusion, we beg leave to offer our 
prayers for the universal establishment of God’s 
throne in righteousness; and for the san 
tion of that blessed time when Truth shall reign 
in quiet possession of her rights, and when all 
kingdoms shall be lost in the heavenly and 
everlasting one of the Messiah. Amen and 
amen, 
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“RE aon ee we have not yet been able to supply the urgent wants of this 
aor. by sending a missionary thither, it will appear, from the extracts below, 


God is not at a stand there. 


“ - Under date of March 18th he remarks,— etki Wes — “ae 
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the Spaniards by her than all other means. Her 
patience in the midst of much scorn is often ad- 
mirable ; and some of the more respectable, who 
know her, are in the habit of casting a fiye- 
penny piece into her basket on passing, as they 
know she has no profit by her sales, which she 
is not aboye accepting. 

We have had more than common encourage- 
ment to visit the places on the river banks, 
though my health has not, of late, permitted me 
to give that department much attention. 

Ata place about twenty miles from Belize, 
called Baker’s Bank, some six or eight miles 
beyond where the Wesleyans built a chapel, the 
proprietor, a Mr. G. Tillet, has been in the 
habit of accommodating us with a house to 
preach in, and much kind attention. The seed 
begins, I hope, to appear, Mrs. T. has been, for 
some time, among the number of my inquirers, 
and is now a candidate for the ordinance of bap- 
tism. Another female, in the same place, ma- 


nifests a concern for her soul’s salvation. Mr. 
Tillet himself is no longer content to allow us 
to share his house with him when we visit him; 
he has engaged to give us an ample space of 
ground, the frame of a house, 30 feet by 20, 
with the roof. ‘To completc.it we shall require 
boarding outside, floors, windows, doors, &c. 
Toward this another friend has given four glass 
windows; and, with the jealousies taken out of 
the Mission-house, where glass windows were 
put in, we shall be able to meet the light de- 
partment. A third has given 500 feet of board, 
and 501bs, weight of nails ; so that, with a little 
management, we expect to be able to put the 
house in a habitable state by the month of June. 
May God be glorified ! 

We wait and pray daily for your messenger 
or missionary. O that he may come in the ful- 
ness of the blessing of the Gospel of Christ! 
Pray for us. 


By an announcement in the Belize Advertiser it appears that the little cha- 
pel at Baker's Bank was opened on Wednesday, the Ist of July, and that a 
balance of about 1007. only remained due on the erection. 

A subsequent letter, dated 30th May, mentions that Mrs. Weatherall, who 


had till then remained at Belize, and rendered assistance in the schools, had 
left for New York on the 13th of that month, on her way to her native land. 
The Superintendent, or Governor, had kindly presented the Mission with a piece 
of land for a burying-ground ; and Mr, Adams, the worthy deacon of the 
church, had made a similar donation of a lot, contiguous to the Mission pre- 
mises, anticipating the probability that a new house would be required for the 
second missionary, whenever he may arrive. It is painful that our kind friends 
should be kept so long in suspense. May our anxiety on this point soon be 
brought to a satisfactory termination! 


Se 
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SS SPANISH-TOWN. 
OPENING OF SLIGOVILLE TOWNSHIP. 


Ar a period when calumnious fabrications, originating, there is reason to 
believe, in the focus and hot-bed of American slavery, New Orleans, have been, 
with ungenerous haste, caught up and circulated through our own country, to 
the disparagement of Baptist missionaries, it will not be deemed unseasonable 
to present a specimen of what is really the kind of influence which our brethren 
in that island are exerting, We give, therefore, an account of the openin of 


Sligoville Township ; which, as our-readers are aware, has originated in the wise 


and benevolent energy of our esteemed friend Mr, Phillippo, Our limits ren- 
der it necessary considerably to abridge the narrative, which is contained at 
length in the Colonial Reformer of Saturday, June 20. ‘ 
This novel and interesting ceremony took) bled in the chapel and sel Bebo Phil 
place on Friday, the 12th instant, pursuant to | lippo ddiiineeeee ee Fie taree 
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series of interesting en- 
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occasion were then read, followed bya prayer 

for the special blessing of God upon the inha- 

hitants of the township, and upon those of the 
“world at large. 

Subsequently a statement of the origin and 
progress of the township was read, from which 
we gather that it comprizes about fifty acres of 
land, particularly eligible for a village settle- 
ment, as being near Kingston and “Spanish- 
Town, with good roads, a beautiful prospect, and 
very healthy climate. 


ers, one tailor, four carpenters, one farrier, and 
two sawyers, exclusive of apprentices, 


It is a gratifying fact that most of the adult 
inhabitants of the township are members of 
Christian churches: all are professors of reli- 
gion, regularly attending Divine worship on 
the Sabbath, and generally once on a week-day 
evening; that it has never yet been desecrated 
by a vendor of spirituous liquors; and that the 
peace is so well preserved that policemen and 
; constables are unknown to the community. 

’ When the land was first purchased, a few) The premises belonging to the Baptist Mis- 
dilapidated negro-huts and garden-plots excepted, sionary Society, and shiek range nearly in a 
it presented the appearance of an unreclaimed line, at convenient distances on the summit of 
wilderness. It was covered with masses of! the mountain in the rear of the town, contain a 
rock, and with arank luxuriance that. obstructed | gyellinc-house for the missionary a family 
the prospect. It was wholly without inclosure, | . chapel and school-room, a residence ax the 
and was, moreover, abandoned by its former | schoolmaster and mistzess and three er four 
cultivators as exhausted soil, and seemed to} othop cottages. : 
ate no attractions to the landed proprietors From its commanding and otherwise beauti- 
around, ; ae ful situation, the sea being visible from the 

The foundation of the first building that was | whole elevation, on both gides of the island, the 
erected on it, and which comprised a dwelling- chapel is named Mount Zion. The church 
house, a chapel, and a school, beneath the same meeting within its walls, from 200 members 
z0p6 was laid by Mr. Phillippo, in October,| and upward, which were dismissed to it at its 
1835, A few months subsequently to the commencement, from the church at Spanish- 
opening of this building for the worship of God Town, is now increased to 493 ; whilst such con- 
and the operation of schools, it was found ne-| tinue to be the additions to the stated congre- 
cessary, from the rapid increase of attendants, gations, at first numbering only about fifty in- 


to erect a distinct building for their accommo- dividuals, that it is absolutely necessary to en- 
dation. This building, now occupied as the | large it to twice its present size. 


chapel and school-room, was opened in July, 
1838. In the following June, two months be- 
fore the proclamation of the entire freedom, the 
first lot of land was purchased by Henry Lunan, 
formerly a slave and head man on Pampaicas 
plantation adjoining. 


The township now contains about 100 fami- 
lies. All the allotments originally designed for 
gale arc disposed of; and when all the pur- 
chasers shall have provided the accommodation 
requisite for their entire households, the num- 
- ber of tenancies will probably be increased to 
200. 
The actual commencement of the township 
- may be dated from the Ist of August, 1838; 
and, notwithstanding the settlers have had to 
: struggle against peculiar difficulties, they already 
realize a degree of comfort to which, in_ their 
former condition, they were strangers, and 
which presents the prospect of future intelli- 
gence, industry, and happiness, which cannot” 
‘fail to be conducive to the interest of the co- 
all the labourers and artizans’ 
for moderate wages, on the 


“The schools here in operation contain four 
distinct departments, superintended by Mr, and 
Mrs. Ogborn, and Mr. J. O’Meally ; the day or 
Oxford school, annually assisted, in a pecuniary 
way, by kind friends jn that city, srough the 
instrumentality of Miss — ; the adult 
evening, or Peckham Commemorative institu- 
tion; the Sabbath-school ; and a School of In- 
‘dustry. In these, besides the acquisition of the 
common rudiments of lettered knowledge, the 
girls are instructed in needle-work, apd che seas 
boys in several useful arts. 


_ All these departments, as to numbers and 
efficiency, are in a flourishing condition, and 
have been, during the comparatively short pe-_ 
riod of their existence, a blessing to the neigh- 
bourhood, the extent and degree of wwhich it 
would be difficult to estimate, there being, at 
the present time, few children in it, of five years 
of age, who are not able to read the Holy Serpe 
tures, 
The preliminary services being closed, the 
large company present perambulated the town,” ea 
describing its boundaries, naming the various = 
| streets, which are chiefly designated after the. 
grat that these expectations most eminent philanthropists of the day. The 

ae their fullee’ extent, ae e: main road, bei the entrance from Spanish 
a he glory! i nes ees] n, is av tee a in honour. of our 
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tion, the prizes were awarded accordingly, by 
the judges previously appointed, 

These interesting matters having been set- 
tled, the company returned to the chapel, where 
Mr. Phillippo delivered an address, bearing 
more especially upon the temporal interests of 
the agricultural classes, both labourer and em- 
ployer; enforcing the several duties of honesty, 
industry, economy in domestic expenditure, pru- 
dent provision for the exigencies of sickness and 
old age, together with exhortations to a faithful 
and conscientious discharge of the mutual obli- 
gations of masters and servants, husbands and 
wives, parents and children; illustrating parti- 
cularly the impolicy, as well as sin, of disho- 
nesty in every form; the evils of idleness, and 
the advantages of industrious habits ; the guilt of 
intemperance, and folly of extravagance in dress; 
the benefits afforded by the institution of Savings 
Banks; and the disgrace and misery almost inse- 
parable from depending, insickness and infirmity, 
on public or private charity ; concluding the whole 
with an earnest recommendation to the culture 
of feelings of piety and gratitude to God for the 
distinguished blessings mutually enjoyed. 

Immediately on the conclusion of the address 
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the whole congregation rose up, and sang, with 
great delight and animation,— 
** Joy! for every yoke is broken, 
And the oppressed all go free: 
Let-us-hail it as the token 
That our much-loved land may be 
Blessed of the Lord Most High, 
Ruler of the earth and sky.” 

The interesting occurrences of the day were 
closed by the formation of an Agricultural and 
Horticultural Society ; a measure which arose 
from the deep interest manifested, especially in 
what related to the cottages and grounds. A 
doxology was now sung, and the meeting sepa- 
rated, 

But it was to meet again, for a purpose now 
become no less necessary than agreeable. Leay- 
ing the chapel, therefore, all moved off towards 
the area in the centre of the town, where a steer 
having been kindly presented as a gift for the 
purpose, most of them participated in a public 
entertainment. All conducted themselves in 
the most becoming manner, and, in Jess than 
two hours afterwards, the busy and joyous scene 
had passed away, leaving behind the cheering 
hope that beneficial results will be seen in fu- 
ture years, ; 


Some days afterwards Mr, Phillippo received the following note, in reference 


to the proceedings we have described, 


the prosperity of the island, and not a ‘ sectarian.’ 


from a gentleman deeply interested in 
Mr. Phillippo will, doubtless, 


be surprised at its publication; but it seems only what is due to our vilified 
missionaries to show what is thought of their operations by the parties best able 


to judge :— 
To the Rev. J. M. Pui.uirpo. 
Spanish-Town, June 24, 1840, 


My dear Sir,—Permit me to assure you that 
Ihave read, with indescribable gratification, the 
very interesting account of your proceedings at 
Sligoville on the 12th instant. I hasten to re- 
quest permission to enrol myself, if consistent 
with your-ules, as a member of your Horticul- 
tural and Agricultural Society ; and I shall be 
very happy to pay you the subscription-money 
when we meet, and I will endeavour not to be an 
useless member. 

I solemnly declare that I do not think a scene 
so interesting to every Christian feeling (always 


eh ae “SOUTH AFRICA... « 
- Ow the 6th of February last, the deacons of the church at -GeghawesaPown: 


excepting those which belonged to the great 
measure,) ever occurred in this island. The 
village will indeed be, to:you and those who are 
interested in you, a source of never-failing plea- 
sure in the. recollection; and a monument of 
enterprise, perseverance, and philanthropy:which 
will preserve your memory. God bless you, 
dear sir, and prosper you! oy «ns +r 

Pray accept, for Mrs, Phillippo, yourself, and 
family, every sincere good wish and respect. on 
my part; and believe me always, with unfeigned 
esteem, 


Your obliged and faithful servant, 
RR 


wa Dounce 
Fd oy bRRAL 
tis some sil 


Mix geotiang sisi! 


forwarded a remittance of 50/.; and remark, at the same time,— 


‘We trust we are deeply sensible of the great 
obligation we are laid under to the Committee 
for their great kindness in so readily complying 
with our wishes in obtainin i : 
line ; whose ministry, we are happy to state, con- 


tinues to be increasing acceptable to the church, 


for us Mr. Ave- 


We think the number of hearers is rather on the 


increase ; but the situation of our chapel is cer- 
tainly very, unfavourable, being a, consider ble 


cipal streets; we ye, therefore, pu 
sy BTS a1 3 g) % P Mg 
piece of ground ia i 


distance from the centre of, the town, an mle 3 
a very, central situation, and 


a 
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have commenced a subscription among ourselves, | another chapel, as we trust our only object’ in 
We hope the great Head of the Church will | the undertaking is the promotion of his glory, 
smile upon our efforts, and enable us to erect | and the best interests of our fellow-creatures. 


By a few lines from Mr. Aveline, accompanying the letter of the deacons, we 
learn that he was well, and had lately visited Salem and the station at the 
Karega. He expected to take a longer excursion soon. 


Home Proceedings. — 


~ DEPUTATION- ARRANGEMENTS FOR SEPTEMBER. 


LIVERPOOL.—The Mission-meetings of this District commence on the first Lord’s day of Sep- 
tember, and are held at Liverpool, Lancaster, Chester, Preston, Wrexham, and other neigh- 

bouring towns. Deputation, brethren Carey, J. J. Davies, Burton, and Knibb. 

MANCHESTER.—These Meetings commence at Bolton, on the 18th of September, and are 
held:at Manchester, Oldham, Stockport, Ashton, Rochdale, Heywood, and Ogden, Deputa- 
tion, Dr. Cox, Mr. Knibb, and Mr, Clarke. 

LEEDS and the WEST RIDING.—The Meetings of this District are held at most of the large 
towns of the Riding, and begin at Leeds on the 20th September, Deputation, brethren Knibb 
and Carey. 

HULL and the EAST RIDING.—The Meetings begin at York, and include most of the towns 
of the East Riding. Deputation, brethren Giles, Clarke, Swan, and most of the brethren of 
the respective localities. 

NORTH of ENGLAND Auxiliary.—The Meetings of this District, which are now, by the 
kindness of friends there, held annually, begin at Newcastle on the 20th of September, and 
include most of the towns in the four Northern counties, —Deputation, brother Burton, of 
Amersham, and the brethren of the district. 

OXFORDSHIRE. —The Meetings of this District begin at Bourton, on the 27th, Deputation, 

; brethren Pearce, Salter, and Knibb, 

WALES.—The Meetings of the South West Wales begin at Talybout, on Thursday, the 17th 
of September. Deputation, brethren Upton, of St. Albans ; and Jones, of Carmarthen ; and, 
_ for part of the journey, .Mr. Knibb. 

IRELAND. —The Mission-mectings of Ireland begin carly in September, at debra vera 

. tiony-brethren Steane and C: E, pe of Bitsatols : 

sah ge siiget vemos 1 = pane 
~The Committee: caraesly seqeest that’ in every place there may be Sermons on behalf. of ‘the 
Mission, followed by a Mission-meeting in the week, : 


“The ie avvianies will derive great advantage in their arrangements from Association Letters, 
local, Missionary Reports, and other statistical information ;-and would feel obliged to the friends 
~ of the Mission if oi will zene ly forward ae to Fen-court. 

; hockgidhu s Gti aR e 


ethane lvidtist - DEPARTURE OF MISSIONARIES.. sia 


ON ‘Saturday, July 25, Mr. J. E. Henderson,|} On Monday, Aug. 10, Mr and. Mrs. ‘ast? 

late of Stepney College, and Mrs. Henderson, | left London for Poriomoush, to embark on board 

~ embarked on board the Camilla, Capt. Burton,| the Mary Ann, Captain Tarbutt, for Calcutta. 

ound for St. Ann’s Bay. Mr. H. will supply These missionary friends are commended to _ 
the church at Falmouth during the absence of} the prayers of our Christian friends. May they _ _ 
thei pastor, Mr, Knibb; and afterwards, most| be preserved in safety in proceeding - to ‘their 

y, take charge of otie -of the pests sta-| different spheres of labour, and made extensively 


which have srowm ath Ofitne ail is oe B 


| useful there, ty Soisiiinst 6 heh it 


¥ oy ofs ate ow Jani avi” : 
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CONTRIBUTIONS 


Received on account of the Baptist Missionary Society, from June 1st 


to August 1st, 1840. 


Our country friends will observe that we have this month adopted a different plan of ac- 
It ts the same, in fact, which is acted on by each of the other 


knowledging the Contributions. 


Missionary Societies. 


To give the particulars, month by month, involves an expense of time and 


labour to which the limited Establishment at Fen-court is inadequate ; not to advert to the reason- 
able complaint, that space is most inconveniently taken from Missionary intelligence, which ts inte- 


resting to all, to insert a mass of names and figures, interesting lo a very few. 


given, as heretofore, in the Annual Report, 


SUMS RECEIVED AT 
FEN-COURT. 


th 
& 


Subscriptions. 

W. Taylor, Esq. 

Rev. W. Weare, Epping 2 
Rey. R. Hogg, Kimbolton 2 
Rey. S. Tomkins, 2 years 2 
Mr. Fountain, Kensington 1 
Mrs. Christie, ditto...... 1 
Alfred Ward, Esq., Thorn- 


Re onhe 


oe Sescecs & 


Donations. 
J. ese Colman... .e..+« 
Ss. souaiseealbg 
B. ‘Risdon, ‘Bisq. itioate Le 
Miss Angas, Tavistock, 


eA Bi. CALEY” vo ssc cenese 
J. G. 


Friend, by Rev. J. 
Pp. YY: T. G.. Seeedets 
ar ty near New Milt . 
Mise Gutteridge .. sevtivesgteechO 
Mr. and Mrs. Lillicrop, 
Dover .. 


oe eooseosoo oScSo 


London Auxiliaries. 


Brompton; Aitred-place el 

BAIANGO sarvagacesevess tse NO 
Devonshire- -square :— 

Collection ....csseeee0008 40 

Ditto, on account...... 30 
Meard’s Court—Re 

StOVENS iis ees steve ee wOU 
Staines collection ...... 4 
Windmill-street collect. 4 
Prescott-str. Auxiliary, 

ON ACCOUNT v.00 40 
Waterloo-road, collection 3 1 
South London "Auxiliary, 

ON ACCOUNL. eres 39 1 
Jamaica-row—collection 6 0 
Unicorn-yard—ditto ... 7 0 


@® © eco oo & 


co ecoocooocoooco cco 


COUNTY AUXILIARIES. 


Bedfordshire, 
Dunstable ........cceeeee 59 9 
Ditto, for Africa o 5 5 


Bppensat Ase vee eons sen eee 20, 13 


-_ Berkalitre, 
Beach Hilliecose COR bee nee eee 8 8 


—— | Carlisle 


Senet 


oon cos eco oo to 


0 
0 
0. 


£ s..d. 
Buckinghamshire. 
Amersham, onaccount 49 5 10 
Buckingham... 23 14 7 
Chenies. .....0«00- <r 20 be 9 
Chesham, By Rev. ‘E. 

Carey .. eweesveese RSTO 0 
Cuddington . we 0 3 1 
Haddenham ... we 8 12° 0 
Long Crendon . vice Te 
Quainton ...... 16 8 
Taversey . 116 0 
Speen .. 67r 1 
Waddesdon Hill, ‘by Mr. 

Granger ..,. water FAT 

Cambridgeshire. 
Cambridge.........s00085-105 .0 10 
Cottenham.... T 2 
Melbourne ........ 13 8 
Shelford ....00. RF 
Willingham s:i..stcesmeG S16 


Devonshire. 
Paignton — Friends, by 
Mr.-Troward........00«0 9 4 6 
Kingsteignton—Collected 
by Miss Pinsent....... 118 0 


—_—_— 


Hertfordshire. 


Hemel Hempstead .,.... 28 6 10] 


St. Albans — Seely 
B= avndaane sbeeceeeceees 
Ditto, towards press are 
Colombo, by Rev. W. 
Upton siwensvenewurs 50 0 0 


17 2 


Kent. 

East Kent :— 
Canterbury—Collection7 0 0 
Deal—Collection ,...... 2 (A 
Bythorte: sicvaves 07 Lan 9 

West Kent :— 

Chatham, on account 45 8 0 
Maidstone «..5,:sse0. 24 22 5 
0 


————— 


Sandhurst, by Mr. Gates 2 13 
4 > 


; Lancashire. 
Lancaster—T. Eskrigge, 
Esq., by Dr. Cater .... 
Manchester—George-str. = 


Collection see per ee nee nes Tt * 
“av santevseenee ts oe Sirs 


3.0 0 


Juvenile Society ...,.. » 29 6 0} 
—| 


MN orth of England Ausitiar, 
Broughton—Subseription 017 0 


The details will be 


oat pee 
Harrington Wesleyan 
Chapdhincik eucisaat) EE 8 
T. H. Graham, Esq...... jet € 
Neweastle—J. C. Lamb, 
ESQ). .< sete ocaneanecswentd 0 
Rowley and Bromley... 10 15 6 
Workington—Collection 
and subscriptions...... TLE 4 


Sunderland—Dons.—T. 4.0 


Northampionshire. 
Clipstone, by Rev. T. J. 
Godel crcstece tees FU LO 
Kettering, by Rev. W. 
Knibb ..... dovserare Des 
Northampton, “for Africa 40 0 
Roade .. sa(diet ewes 1870 
Thrapstone . Cavscnedvaeees Ae 2O 


comw ofS 


Norfolk. 
Aylshamiveeverwes cede canes 5 


Dereham eee, dp 46 
Fakenham ...... yok 1¢ 
Foulsham ... 2197 


Ingham. ........ 
ee eee 
Marthan......... 
Neatishead dene cevevelsvvvedt 
Norwich :— 


two 
on 
_ 
a 
_ 
Sackouwce 


St Mary's: ...cctsipecsces 9 
St. Clement’s... 8 
Oxford Hill .... 111-6 
Salehouse ... 9 
Swaffham 0 
Worstead . 2 
Yarmouth. .c.senensaseeoaas 4 
213 910 
Somersetshire. 
Bristol, on account ......350 0 0 


Suffolk. 


Bevoles siiwsiivtevevwveueve 


2116 6 


Bury oe See ee eee eee eee 43 0 : 

Diss... esecrrene 20 1 

Ipswich... veresseccrsancansnar OF ie 
ee 


Sussex. : 
Brighton — Rey. W. 
SAVOTYsessesvertenrsssen 812 0 


Warwickshire. 
Eee le on acct... 3417 i te “4 
'. Morgan, for India6 0 0 
| Gitto niet é 0 0 


rveansnrenvsrverinnee 6 5 12 0 : 


wiyes 


- ae 
Wiltshire. _ 
SalisDUry osseceeeveseecdeved? 24 6 3 
FOREIGN. 
Salter’s Hill, Jamaica...100 0 0 
Netherlands. Auxiliary, 
by Rey. S, Muller,,....125 0 0 
LEGACIES. ~ 
Miss H. Wright, Harlow, 
by Rev. T. Finch ...... 10 0 0 
Rey. 8. Green, Cambridge 5 0 0 
15 00 


SCOTLAND. 


Deputation. — Rev. Dr. Hoby; 
Rev. J. H. Hinton, M.A.; Rev. 
J. Sprigg, M.A.; Rey. R. Pen- 
gilly; and the Rev. J. Clark, of 
Jericho, Jamaica. 


The Committee beg to return 
their thanks to the friends of Mis- 
sions in Scotland for the uniform 
kindness-with which the Deputa- 
tion were received; and they 
trust that those who are not al- 
ready pledged to support other 
Societies will kindly aid them by 
annual contributions. 

Aberdeenshire. 
Aberdeen :— 
Collected at 
Baptist Chapel, Silver- 
- _ street... r 
_ Ditto John 

George-street . 

Blackfriars-street. 

Frederick-street ..... 

‘Relief Church... 
1 eae: Meeting. 
Aberdeen Missionary 

a Becioty™ sesesaveeeeneees ike 


. 
_ 
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a 


biel 


seeee 


| o nOSoOOCeSW 


is 
| 


13 
a 
a 
S 


Fraserburgh :— 
: Collected at _ 
Independent Chapel . 
Mr. John Park... 


cree 


oon 
ooo 


| 


eer] 
wl aoe 
jie 

a 


Huntly :-— 
Collected at 
Rey. Mr. Hill’s 


Sresseesee 


p10 0 
di 


ug 


| Ditto for W. I. 


ce eocoescece 


\ 


0 0 
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& 8. de 
Tough:— — 


Collected at 


Rev. Mr. Robb’s wu. 2 0 7 
Donations .cvererssrers 1 14 0} 
3. 7 
Angusshire. 
Arbroath :— 
Collected at 4 
Independent Chapel 110 03 
Dundee :— 


Collected at 
Baptist Be Tike oS 6 0 
Dr. Russells ciccnees 
Public Meeting... 
Prayer-meeting at Mr. 

M‘Cheyne’s 


0 
0 
0 
7 


0 14 
_Auxiliary Soctetyaale 1011 
DOVAIONS ...ccoseceereee 6 15 0 


54.13 64 


Forfar :— 
Collected at 


Independent Chapel. 115 6 


Montrose :— 
Collected at 
Independent Chapel. 13 0 0 


Ayrshire. 
Ayr:— 
Collected at 
‘Independent Chapel. 1 
DONAtION viscocccoveceeee 1 


Cumbraes:— 
Cambrass Missions As- 
-BOCALION ....0vesveerese 2 
1 


Millport Baptist Cha- 


PE] ssveseacasenveseevene 


Irvine :— ate 
Collected at 
Baptist Chapel ... 
Parish Church ... 
Donations 25.000 0c0 cso esas 


Kilmarnock :— 
Collected at. 

Parish Church .....5.+ 

_ Messrs. | ‘Stewarts 


1 scitwianing = — 
Collected. at 
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; & 8 de 
Stewarton :— 
Collected at 
J. Cunningham, Esq. 4 € 0 


Banffshire. 
Banff:— 


Collected at P 
Independent Chapel. 4 1 
Donations v...cvrives 2 1 


¥ Berwickshire. 
Berwick :— 
Collected at 
Baptist Chapel ......+. 


Mission fund.., 


Coldstream :— 
Relief Church ...... 2 
Female P. Meeting... 0 
Dr. Thompson’s .,.0.. 6 
9 


Hawick :— 
Collected at 
United Secession 
Church. 5....<qevstessge 6: 
Independent ditto .... 81 
Relief ditto ~..s0s...sstieae 
Temperance Society. 0 


r = 


Dumobarionshire. 
Dumbarton :— 
_ Collected at 


__ Secession Church...... 1 0 


| Bonhill:— 
Mr. D. Basi saws 


Dumfriesshire. 
| Annan: — 
Donations sieaaetscr 0 


0 10 


) 


8 


0 


| Dumfries : — 
Collected at 
Rev. R. Machray’s... 8 5 
Rev. W. Dunlop’s .... 4 9 
Rev. W. Blackwood’s 1 12 
Donations ... Sead 


Glen, Major  Dalzel’s oh 10 


Rev. R. Siero Sse 
_ Mr. J. W. | 0 


500 
£8. d 
Fifeshire. 
Anstruther :— 
Baptist Chapel ...... oe 12 1 
Independent ditto... 115 0 
40 de 
Auchtermuchty :— 
Collected at 
Rev. Mr. Taylor's... 1 6 6 


Cupar :— 
Baptist Chapel ........ 9 0 
Relief Chureh 
Missionary Society ... 5 0 
Collected by 
Mrs. Sturrock ........ 3 5 0 


Donations ..... 1 10 
20 5 0 
Dunfermline :— 
Chalmer’s-str.Chapel 5 0 0 
Queen Ann-str. ditto 4 8 0 
Baptist ditto su... 7° 0 6 
Mrs. J. Inglis...F. E. 20 0 0 
G. Inglis, Esq.ccue. £ 1 0 
a7, 9°76 
Elie :— 
Rev. Mr. M‘Kenzie’s 2 16 10 
Missionary Prayer- 
Meeting sissies 2 0. 0 
4 16 10 
Kennoway :— 
Collected at 
Dr. Fraser's sissies 1 2 0 
Kirkaldy :— 
Collected by 
Rev. W. Innes ........ 3 1 0 
Leslie :— 
Collected Bt scccs.csss000, 0.17.0 
Missionary box........ 012 0 
Le 9,6 


Leven :— 
Rey. Mr.Cornwall’s . 1 2 0 


Newburgh : 
Collected a 
Mr. Johnstone’s ....... 112 6 
Pittenween :— 
Rev, Mr. Kerr’s ....0-. 114 0 


St. Andrew’s :— 
Rey. Mr, Taylor's .... 1 14 63 
Missionary Society ...10 0 0 
Donations sissseoreseevee 2.19 0 


1413 63 


NOTICE TO 


bee Be! 
Inverness-shire. 
Inverness :— 
Collected at 
Rev. Mr. Kennedy’s. 2 
Rev. Mr. Scott’s ...... 3 
Rev. Mr. Sutherland’s 5 
Donations sssseeceeveecee 


Ansan 
1°] onaooco 


11 18 


ns 


Kinross-shire. 
Kinross :— 
Mr. Thompson....... 0 5 0 


Kirkcudbrightshire. 
Kirkeudbright :— 
Collected at 
Rev. G. Wood’s........ 1 
Donations: asda o* 
Bee 


Lanarkshire. 
Glasgow :— 
Collected at 
Rev. Dr. Wardlaw’s 18 0 0 
Grey-friars’ Church... 3 17 6 
Rev. G. Ewing’s .....7 8 6 
Rev, Mr. Patterson’s 12 0 0 
Rev. Dr. Beattie’s ... 313 7 
Rev. Mr. M‘Leod’s...10 7 0 
Portland-street......... 416 7 
Subscriptions ........67 3 4 


127 6 6 


Murrayshire. 
Elgin :— 
Collected at 
Baptist Chapel........ 6 
Independent ditto ... 5 


Forres :— 
Collected at 
Rev. Mr. Stark’s ..00 7 0 0 


Nairnshire. 
Nairn :— 
Collected at 
Independent Chapel . 
Donations sisserceresecee 


Perthshire. 
Auchterarder :— 
Collected at 
Rev. Mr, Pringle’s 
CHUFGH Riapitcnvesnmemel LS 50 
Perth :— 
Collected at 
Baptist Chapel ., 
Auxiliary Society...... 
Public Meeting.........3 8 2 


MISSIONARY HERALD FOR SEPTEMBER, 1840. 


£ 8. d. 

Donations and Collect- 
ing Books vss. 9 16 5 
Kingussie ......60 te eee al 
Blair AthOlesescovsorcesseoee O 15 11¥ 


a 
3017 3 


—_——— 


Tullimet :— 
Collected by 
Rey. J. Thompson ,.. 217 93 
Renfrewshire. 
Greenock :— 
Collected at 


Baptist Chapel ......... 8 0 0 
United Secession 
CHULCH mccnesescse 4° 8 SZ 
Donations and sub- 
SCTIPtiONS ...+seeer eee 8 2 6 
20 11 23 
Paisley :— 


Collected at 
Baptist Chapel, for 
translations ...... 5 6 0 


Port Glasgow :— 
Collected at 
Secession Church .,.. 1 14 7} 


Selkirkshire. 
Galashiels :— 
Collected at 
United Secession 
Chute? Sicccrnceeseny & 10-0 


Selkirk :— 
United Secession 
CRUPCHE «. sccsvsvsacvecuth 2 oe SO 
Stirlingshire. 
Falkirk :— 

Collected at 

Secession Church...... 114 0 
Stirling :— 

Collected at 
Baptist Church....... 4 
Secession ditto 5 
Donations v.cccccvesvess 2 

3 
1 


Secession Church, 
Bannockburn . = 
Donations ditto... 


_ Wigtonshire. 
Garlieston :— 
Collected at 
Rev.TYoung’s ...... 1 0 7 


Newton Stewart :— 
Collected by 
Revs J: Lowersecstecvs 2, 070 
Wigton :— 
Collected at 
Rey. J, Towers’s.... 3 0 0 


oe 


CORRESPONDENTS. 


Tux thanks of the Committee are returned to Mr. Samuel Beddome, for fifty copies of “+ Bed- 
do ne’s Scripture Exposition,” for the use of the missionaries in Jamaica, 

By a communication from the surviving sisters of Dr. Carey, we learn that we were led into an 
crror respecting the house of which we gave an engraving in our Number for June. It seems that 


eminent man was born before his father went to reside on th 
lived from the seventh to the sixteenth year of his age, 


ose premises, where his son William 


W. TYLER, PRINTER, 5, BOLT-COURT, LONDON, 


ny 
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Subscriptions and Donations thankfully received by the Secretary, Rev. S. GREEN, 61, Queen's 
Row, Walworth; by the Rev. J. Dyer, at the Baptist Mission Rooms, 6, Fen Court, Fenchurch 


Street; and the Rev. SterHen Davis, 92, 


MiILuarD, Bishopsgate Street ; C. Buris, Esq. 


St. John Street Road, Islington; the Messrs. 
, 19, Bridge Street, Blackfriars; SANDERS, 104, 


Great Russell Street, Bloomsbury ; LADBROKE & Co., Bankers, Bank Buildings; by the Rev. 
C. ANpERsoN, Edinburgh; the Rev. Mr. Innes, Frederick Street, Edinburgh; the Rev. 


J. Forp, 8, Richmond Hill, Rathmines-road, 


Dublin; by the Rev. C. HarpcastTLE, Water- 


ford; Rey. F, Trestrait, Rock Grove Terrace, Strand Road, Cork ; by Mr. J. Hopkins, Bull 
Street, Birmingham ; and by any Baptist Minister, in any of our principal towns, 


Mr. Green writes to a friend in the Committee, in reporting part of his tour in 


Ireland, as follows :— 
Killarney, August 11, 1840. 

My Dear Fri=ND,—My journey in this 
interesting but afflicted country is draw- 
ing towards its close. I have afew minutes 
to-day to spare, as the rain is falling in tor- 
rents, and it may not be uninteresting to 
give you some account of the impressions 
made on my mind by what it has fallen to 
my lot to observe. You know that my ob- 
_ ject was chiefly to see and converse with, 


and if possible cheer, the brethren who are 


labouring here in different capacities in con- 
_nexion with our Society. : 

._ Truly they need to be thus cheered. If 

there be a country whose condition and cir. 


_ cumstances make it almost afflictive to la- | 


~ bour init for the spiritual welfare of men, 
_ that country is Ireland; so few has a bro- 
ther here, especially in country places, to 
sympathize with him—so few has he with 
whom fo exchange expressions of Christian 
‘affection, and so small seems to be the result 
of his labours in converting souls to God, 
that but for occasional visits of this kind his 
heart would fail him, and the field must be 
deéserteds:. 2420 | 
Of the schools conducted in connexion 
with our Society I shall say nothing now. 
My plan has been to visit as many as pos- 
sible, and to make such observations as their 
state respectively, found on examination, 
_ appears to eall for. These I have made, ina 
-character not legible to the masters, on the 
roll-paper of each school, which in due 


Ps 
ro 


a connected report of all the schools may be 


“py 


Ss 


‘spects exceedingly. gratifying. , At Conleg, 


— @ popt 


village, about two miles from Newtown 
Ards, our friend John Young seems to be 
labouring with success, The very name of: 


ney 


— 


course will come soon into my hands, when 


given... I will forthe present confine myself | 
to the preaching and reading labours of the 


‘ ci ety. giaw ow jedi ormal ov (fot? HCL Ta. e3 
_ Mynwisit to the north, was in some re.: 


lous and increasing manufacturing | 


Baptists, a short time since, was almost un ! 
known to the people; now he has a church 
of twenty-six members, and an increasing 
congregation of from seventy-five to one 
hundred, several of whom appear to be in. 
quiring after truth. Unhappily, they have 
no place of worship, an inconvenience which 
Mr. Young is seeking to remedy. He 
preaches in several other towns and villages, 
and is aided by the labours of a Mr. Swaine, 
a reader, who seems to understand the 
gospel, and to be able to explain it to 
others. So far as we—my friend and my- 
self--could judge, he appears also to be a 
man of great candour, and of generally cor- 
rect and scriptural views of the truth. 

From this place we proceeded through 
county Antrim to Tubbermore, wishing to 
have an opportunity of conversing with 
Mr. Carson, who for many years has been 
labouring in that village,and whose writings, _ 
especially on baptism, have made him widely 
known. It was gratifying to learn, where. 
ever we went, that he is held in very high 
esteem by all parties who know him; a fact 
which involves no ordinary testimony tohis 
excellence, as there is perhaps no country 
in which religious prejudicesrun higher than 
they do in Ireland—in the Protestant north 
as well as the Catholic south. You will — 
not expect that I should describe Mr. C, 
except. in the general terms, that whatever 
had been my ideas of his deep piety, his 

| good sense, and extensive information, these 
were greatly exceeded by what we found 
him to be. He is not enough known to our 
body. We were delighted with his urba. 
nity, communicativeness, and perfect free- 
dom from everything like assumption ;' with 
the strength of a giant, he is meek, bland, 
docile as a child,| We obtained, before 
reaching his place, very interesting infor. 
mation as to his congregation, church, &c, 
| I¢ was described as consisting of from '700 
to 1000 persons, or very nearly = aumbee 


“ 
—— 
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coming from all parts of the vicinity. His 
ehurch, open in its communion, has some- 
where about three hundred members in it, 
almost all of whom, indeed, are very poor, 
but they seem, 
made to us, rich in knowledge, and faith, 
and spiritual excellence, We found the 
good man in a cottage situate near a bog, on 
a gently rising ground, and in the midst of 
fields cultivated, and not scantily planted 
with trees, by his own hand. He has con- 
trived here to bring up a large family, con- 
sisting now I believe of ten children, all of 
whom know and love the Saviour. Most 
of them occupy respectable stations in so- 
ciety. 
of public worship in Mr. Carson’s congre~ 
gation. I believe you know that in the 
north of Ireland the Baptists mostly hold 
with the practice of mutual exhortation ; 
Mr. C.’s people do, though itis by no means 
constant. The people assemble from all 
parts of the neighbourhood on Lord’s day 
morning, I forget whether at eleven or 
twelve o'clock; such as approve the prac. 
tice, at the opening of the worship, salute 
each other with the kiss of charity “in the 
name of the Lord,’”? a hymn or psalm from 
the Scotch version is then sung, Mr. Carson 
‘prays, and afterwards portions from the 
scripture are read, one of which, or some- 


times both, becomes the subject of an ex- | 


pository lecture, of about an hour and a half 
in length. The Lord’s supper is then ad- 
‘ministered, and if brethren exhort, this 
immediately follows the hymn with which 
that part of the service concludes; if not, 
and this is most common, Mr. C. concludes 
the first part of the service. An interval 
then occurs of a few minutes; the people 
cannot go home, they are too far away ; they 
‘wait therefore, refreshing themselves some- 
what, till again Mr. C. commences a service 
like ours in England, in which he commonly 
preaches: both the expository lecture and 
the sermon, my informant told me, being 
distinguished by sound scriptural acquaint- 
ance with the truths of religion, by deep 
‘piety, and eminent adaptation to feed the 
listening multitudes with knowledge and 
‘understanding. This I could easily be. 
lieve, from a lecture which it was our good 


from the representations | 


A frieud described tous the services | 


fortune to hear from Mr, Carson on the fol. 


lowing Lord's day. It was distinguished 
by child-like simplicity and transpar 


worship? In form it resembles the letter T, 
the pulpit in the back wall being at the 
point of junction; no plaister adorns its 
walls, no ceiling indicates the regard of the 


Pirie of the Thas been recently added 


nent, : 


piety. How shall I describe his place of | 


| than while preaching the g 


‘worshippers for splendour; at the ends of 
‘the horizontal line are galleries, the per-— 


The people, many of them, 
eless to ee of what use | ted, 


IRISH CHRONICLE. 


would be flooring? All is simple as you 
ean conceive, There are marks of poverty 
which I wish the wealth of some of our 
English Christians would enable Mr. C. to 
remove, One of Mr. C.’s hearers, employed 
by the Society as a reader, is evidently a 
man of superior understanding, a fair spe- 
cimen, I learned, of the men members of 
his church. 

At Coleraine, to which place Mr. Carson 
accompanied us, we found a flourishing Bap- 
tist church; but of this, and of other parts 
of ourtour, I shall be able to give you ac- 
count in a future letter. 

Iam, my dear friend, 
Yours very affectionately, 
SAMUEL GREEN. 


Mr. Dennis MULHERN writes, under date 
of July 31— 

Another month has passed into eternity, 
during which I have been mercifully spared, 
and enabled to continue my feeble efforts in 
the cause of God: as usual, families have 
been visited, thé scriptures read, and the 
gospel preached, as I could. Besides filling 
up my usual engagements in the town, [ 
have preached at Polladivin, Leflany, Moun- 
tain River,&c. The congregations continue 
steady and attentive, and the gospel is evi. 
dently gaining ground at each of these sta- 
tions; and while the least advance of divine 
truth is encouraging, still it is lamentable 
to see how slow is the progress. When, in 
the hour of calm reflection, I look around 
me among my Roman Catholic neighbours, 
I still see darkness, gross darkness, and deep 
rooted prejudice covering the mind, and 
repelling the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God; among nominal Protestants 
T also see darkness that may be felt, com- 
bined with careless indifference. Among 
the former there is a considerable share of 
zeal, though blind and misguided, while = 
among the latter Laodicean lukewarmness 5 
is extensively prevalent. I rejoice, how. 
ever, that the gospel presents blessings 
equally adapted to all, and I find it a de- 
lightful situation to take my stand behind 
the cross of Christ, and direct my fellow- 
sinners of every class, denomination, and 
feeling, to him whose blood cleanseth from 
all sin, and whose Spirit can illuminate the 
darkest mind. 

During this month I have ese 
labours along the skirt of the mountain. that 
runs through the next eae Iknow 
not when I~have felt more eal pleasure 

el for the LT 
on in the village ; 

id - aS is” " 


time, for a good congr 

of Doonowley, where Te "osu 

seldom heard. Wh 

noticed ee ae 

turnin ning in | le to the passage 
d, and Epes tee. i er | 
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was over I entered into free conversation 


teresting questions, which I endeavoured to 
answer in a scriptural way. One young 
man, who seemed to be the head and shoul- 
ders above the rest in point of scriptural 
knowledge, asked to what Christian de- 
nomination I belonged; when I told him, 
he said that he witnessed about three years 
ago the baptism of three persons in the 
United States of America, but never had an 
opportunity of hearing from a Baptist their 
reasons for differing from all other denomi- 
nations of Christians with regard to their 
views of this ordinance. This afforded me 
an opportunity of stating our views of the 
ordinance of baptism, while I was atten- 
tively heard, and considerable interest ex- 
cited. They said they should feel very 
happy if I could come to visit them occa- 
sionally, but did not think it advisable to 
establish regular preaching, lest it should 
excite the enmity and hostility of some of 
their Roman Catholic neighbours, from 
whom their persons and properties would 
stand in danger. They told me that a pious 
gentleman, some years ago, tried to intro- 
duce the gospel in this village, but that the 
man in whose house he lectured had his 
property injured, and his life threatened. 
Under these circumstances, I promised to 
come sometimes when they would collect as 
many as they could in rather a private way. 

Notwithstanding all that we have to con- 
tend with, we are not left without some to- 
kens of the divine approbation resting on 
our labours. We have some that we can 
look upon as the trophies of redeeming love, 
who have, through the agency ofthe Baptist 
Irish Society, been emancipated from the 
yoke of spiritual slavery through the belief 
of the gospel, and others are giving some 
evidence thata work of grace has been com- 
menced in their hearts, which I hope ere 
long will be manifested in a public profes. 
sion of Christ crucified. 

Mr. Green’s visit to this place has excited 
great interest, and will I hope prove a real 
blessing to ourselves and others. We feel 
refreshed, strengthened, and encouraged. 
Such visits show to those around us that we 
do not stand so much alone as many are 
inclined to suppose—that we have some 
great and good men who care for us. 


_ G. Moore writes, under date of July 31— 
_ Throughout this month I have endea- 
__-voured, through divine assistance, to make 
known the name of Jesus, and the design 
of his mission into this world, to various 


classes of my fellow-countrymen. On the 
15th inst. I visited a Roman Catholic fa- 
mily, and as usual, I explained the way 
whereby a sinner can be justified before 
God. The father of the family said that he 


— 
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| entertained some doubts respecting the doc- 
with the people; they asked many very in. | 


trines which his church taught, and that if 


| he had known which was the true church of 
| Christ, he would immediately forsake his 


present connexion, I showed them that the 
blood of Christ is able to wash us from all 
our sins, and that there is no other name in 
heaven, or given out amongst men, whereby 
we can be saved, but by the name of Jesus ; 
showing at the same time the impossibility 
of our being saved through our own works 
or deservings. Wherever I know it to be 
allowable, and deem it expedient, I treat of 
doctrines unreservedly. I left them with a 
cordial invitation to visit them again, which 
I did a few days ago, when one of his sons 
who can read asked me how I could esta- 
blish the doctrine of free grace, whereas the 
Saviour himself said that he would render 
to every man according to his works. As 
soon as others in the vicinity knew of my 
arrival, they immediately came to hear, so 
that I found myself surrounded with eight 
or nine Roman Catholics, all willing and 
wishing to hear the word of life. I tried 
with much simplicity and great earnestness 
to lead them to the knowledge of the truth 
as it is in Christ Jesus, and after descanting 
for a long time on the nature and design of 
grace and works, he who proposed the ob- 
jection acknowledged that he was fully sa- 
tisfied-with my explanation. It was truly 
cheering to hear, instead of reproaches, the 
blessings which these poor creatures prayed 
that I might enjoy. I hope the Lord will 
make me useful among them. 

T have had several interesting interviews 
with Roman Catholics, which I hope will 
prove beneficial to their immortal souls, but 
of which at present I deem it tedious to 
give you a detail. 

Ihave endeavoured to be useful among ~ 
many young men in the town. In some of 
them, who have been quite indifferent, I 
have excited a desire to seek for the one 
thing needful; others, who have been allied 
to fulse systems of religion, I have induced 
to examine the word of God attentively, 
and I hope they will beable to discover the 
straight road to Zion. 
word in a few country villages, where it has 
been gladly received; and ona few occa- 
sions I have addressed sinners in their col- 


I have read the 


lective capacity, exhorting them to repent —— 


and believe the gospel. May the seed 
which I have thus scattered in hope prove 
very productive, and bring forth even a hun. 


dred fold ! 2 


O that I may become more zealous, faith- 
ful, and laborious! I cannot express how 
much I have been encouraged during the 
visit lately paid to us by the Secretary of 
our Society. His humility, fraternal sym- 
pathy, and the heart-stirring exhortations 


hedelivered,havestimulated meexceedingly. — 
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Receipts to the end of July, 1840. 
Bucks, as per accOuNt.ssseeeeeeeeeees oe 11558 Newbury— 
Miss Ann Marsh....... aisvaleretete Donation 5 0 0 | Mr. J. Brown ..ce.ceessesevee L 1 O 
Paisgton, Mr. Troward ..... sevcseccces 2 1-0} Myr, J. Asprey ..cverrecasseses 0 10.6 
A Friend, near New Mill. 1 0 0} Mr. Hedges .... ee ee) 
Thrapston, by Mr. Barnes . 600 WMT, Bikins..jccec e covenant role 
-Sandhurst, by Mr. Gates .....seess-s0e 2 3 O | Mr. Graham f....00.-+--eeeee L 0 0 
Roade, by Mr. Hands. ..scscesees jos0-0» 3 105.0 | MroH. Blint. ¥, ise: ao eedesccss@ 200 
Amersham, by Mr. Burton..........06.. 5 O O | Mr. H. Keens......eesee200-- 0 2 6 
N. J. Ru 4568) iecectlad veces OO O | Mrs. Coxeter ....csccccscse « O12 & 
é Mr. Payne «27.25. Pe ep ye SN et dee) 
‘Collected by Rev. S. Davis. Me, Wissliedrisds ibicdeccvss Orb <0 
Saffron Walden— 5 Ac Briand sancetce* i jasiqecil plac @ ; 
Collection at Rev. J. Wilkinson’s ...... 6 6 © | Mr. Gale (2 years)... pee Na < 
Newport, Essex— Mrs Harpert;, <.cesas paaeeee te. 0 
Friends at Rev, Mr. Hopkin’s..1 4 9 : 8 3 6 
Mrs. Hopkins ev eerecccsecsccce 0 0 Whitchurch— 
a 2 S49 Mr. Scorey, 5 « sidseoos ssemiancwent 0210) 2 
St. Ives— , Mr. and Mrs. Netherclift...... 172-6 4 
Mig Daystiicenes tne. cowtae a bl 0 A Friend ....seeeseeesseeeees 0 2 6 > 
Mri Paul ices wcities tiiee esa 0 SO Rev. P. Davies ....++seeeee-. 1 0 0 2 = 
Mr. J. B, Ulphees-vsserev sees 0 10. 0 Mrs. Davies .. = 1D aI 
Mr.-Upsher saeen-secpecrssene tO. -0 Miss Scorey. .. Pe 
Mr. Corthorne........eccese-- 0 5 O Mr. Chappell ......-+sse0e+-. 010 0 
Mrs. Goodman.......csss0s00. 1 0 O ae daccees = £oT- 6 
He Bete ans Mr. and Mrs, Hill ....-.0++15 2 0 0 
Mr. Robinson, jun. 50 Mr® Millard oc aceasececscesae 4 10 0 
_ Mr. J. Johnson... 050 Mr... Baker <i. cevicssiecosewae 00 exile 
im pmb UY owas as : = : Longparish—Mr. and Mrs. Fletcher .... 110 0 
Mr. As taines siesleis iets, gehdie'a 611 0 | Messrs. Hearn and Veary, by Secreta 2 10 0. 3 
Cie x ‘ee Gino; oa ee Ree Se. ee 
USD UTE Oe a eee luntisham, Hants, by Rev. J.Simmonds 7 0 0 
Collection at Rev. R. Roff’s., 25 0 0 | Lae by Rev. ee Millard........ 5 0 0 
At Rev. H. Battiscombe’s .... 018 9 Produce of Fancy Work sold by Mrs. Bar- 
3 x feos . : — 2518 9 ~ tram, Northampton............eecees 110 0 
. : > ae oS 
- Omitted in June—Mrs. M. Teacher, Ivinghoe, £1 1 0 ate ee 


Z -Note—In the Chronicle for August, in Mr. J. Young’s Letter, 801. is nee as = 
about the ascertained cost of the new Meeting at Conlig, whereas it should have been 


1807. — i 
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In consequence of Mr. Green’s visit to Ireland, the usual monthly letters from 


ministers and readers have not been 
smaller Chronicle than usual. 


forwarded, Our friends will therefore 


5} - 
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QUARTERLY REGISTER 


OF THE 


Baptist Home Missionary Society. 


No. XVII. New Serigs. 


Septemper, 1840. 


SincE the Annual Meeting, the labours of the agents of the Society have been con- 
ducted with vigour, and in several parts of the country, especially in the northern district, 


with great success. 


Special meetings, for the revival and extension of true religion, are 


being held by the Evangelist and other missionaries, from which the most important re- 


sults are anticipated. 


In our next, we hope to give a somewhat detailed account of them. 


The following communication from our excellent friend Mr. Barnes, of Thrapstone, who 
recently visited the northern district with Mr. Roe, will be read with deep interest :— 


My Dear Broruer,—Having completed my 
tour in the north, I now lay before you a brief 
account of it. 1 spent my first sabbath at Boro- 
bridge and Dishforth. These stations are four 
miles apart, but are both occupied by our bro- 
ther Johnston every Lord’s-day. At the latter 
place I preached in the morning to an interes- 
ting village congregation, and at Borobridge in 
the afternoon and evening to thin congregations, 
owing partly to the weakness of our denomina- 
tion there, but more perhaps to the unfavourable 
weather. The night I spent at Balderston, at 
the hospitable home of Mr. Morley, a deacon 
of the church at Borobridge. In this village, 
Mrs. Morley is doing a good work among the 
children, whom she assembles every Lord’s-day 
in considerable numbers and instructs in the 
way of salvation. The preaching-house of the 
hamlet is occupied alternately by Mr, Johnston 
and a clergyman. 

The next day, June 15, I proceeded through 
Thirsk and Darlington to Middleton-Teesdale, 
where I was to meet brother Roe and the min- 
isters of the northern association. I was first 
- in the list of arrivals, but self-introduced, I met 
with a cordial reception into the mansion of R. 
Stage, Esq., whom [ had seen at Dishforth, and 
who had desired me during my stay in Middle- 
ton to take up my abode with other ministers 
and friends at his house. When the brethren 
assembled, it was a subject of universal regret 
that Mr. Stagg himself could not be with us, 
owing to the delicate state of his health. That 
evening I attended a preparatory prayer-meet- 
ing in the sweet little chapel, the architectural 
gen of the delightful valley of the Tees. I 

ound it good to be there. ‘The pastor elect, 
Mr. Kempton, was surrounded by a group of 
disciples who were no strangers to the spirit of 
grace and supplication. That meeting was a 
pledge and earnest of what followed. ‘The 
next morning there was an early prayer-meeting ; 
_ another service at half-past ten, when I preach- 

eda short discourse : in the afternoon the letters 
from the churches were read, which were gene- 
rally of a pleasing character; some’ of the 
churches, reported large additions, and the 
average increase in the whole association was 
twenty-two, an average scarcely equalled in 
any association in the empire. 


The brethren who could compare the present 
state of the northern district with what it had 
been within their recollection, seemed over- 
powered by their feelings of gratitude to the 
Father of mercies for what they saw and heard. 
Our revered brother Pengilly, the secretary, told 
us, that he well recollected when the northern 
association comprised but three small churches, 
and for years, said he, every minister of the 
united churches had to preach at the anniyer- 
sary. He himself preached sixteen years in 
succession, there being during that long period no 
brethren who could be exempted from giving an 
annual sermon. The ministers, and messengers, 
and visitors, all rejoiced together at the change, _ 
and magnified the grace of God. A heaven! 
feeling pervaded the meeting, a chastene 
smile of gratulation lighted up each coupte- 
nance. Hearts devoted to God were beating 
there under the vibrations of whose piety many 
a chilly district of the north was waking np 
felt that that one meeting was worth all my . 
long journey. In the evening a sermon was 
preached by brother Ling, of Stockton. Next 
morning an early prayer-meeting ; and at_half- 
past ten commenced the ordination service of 
dear brother Kempton. The order of the ser- 
vice was, an introductory discourse, and the 
questions by brother Pengilly, the ordination 

rayer by brother Roe, the charge by brother 
Samphe, and in the afternoon, a sermon to the 
church deyolved upon me. The impression of 
the morning’s service was deeply solemn. Our 


warmest sympathies gathered round the newly--— 


designated pastor, who, after having passed 
throngh the University of Cambridge, with the 
fairest prospect of preferment in the charch, 
and having a wife, and r 
care for, had conscientiously renounced infant 
baptism, and with it his worldly expectations, 
and had given himself over to the service of 
Christ in ‘‘the sect which is everywhere 


spoken against.” Who could help lovin him? 
who could doubt his ardent piety a er his 
ay 


having passed through such an ordeal. é 
the God. he loves and serves ever stand by him 
in his duties, and give him a multitude of souls 
for his reward! At the meeting for business 
between services, one of the resolutions passed 
was in favour of the “ Bible eae So- 


and five or six children to ~— 
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ciety”—a society that all the brethren were 
most cordial in wishing “‘ God-speed’’ to. On 
the cessation of business, the meeting retained 
its sitting, to hear from an independent minis- 
ter a narration of the exercises of his mind on 
the subject of baptism, about which ordinance 
he had been in much perplexity for twelve- 
months past. The narration and the con- 
ference upon it closed by a determination on 
the part of our brother to submit to baptism 
forthwith. In the evening we held a- mis- 
sienary meeting, when the chapel was crowded. 
Brother Roe had consigned to him nearly the 
whole weight of this service, and the audience 
were chained down in breathless attention (ex- 
cept when relieved by the speaker’s good- 
natured personalities) to the close. ‘The finish 
was given to this Baptist association by the 
immersion of the before-named independent 
brother (Mr. Bilston of North Shields), and 
another friend, who was an acceptable local 
preacher among the Independents. Mr. Bilston 
gave an interesting address at the water’s side, 
and brother Sneath, of Brough, baptized. So 
terminated the public exercises of a day of no 
ordinary interest. The next evening found us 
at Hamsterly, where we held a pleasing meet- 
ing on behalf of the Home mission. This is 
consecrated ground—rendered so by a long 
succession of servants of the most high God, 
having been here ‘ afore prepared unto glory.’ 
Brother. Douglas is lookimg out on both sides 
of his chapelry, resolved on each hand to send 
forth the tidings of salvation. From Ham- 
sterly, we went forward to Newcastle through 
Bishop Auckland and Durham, passing in all 
that distance no resting place of our denomina- 
tion. In this journey brother Roe became 
very unwell, ad by the time we reached our 
destination he wasa perfect invalid. Medicine 
and nursing under the kind superintendence of 
Mrs. H, Angus, removed our worst antici- 
pons by the morning. This morning (Satur- 
ay) I proceeded to Carlisle, where I preached 
on the sabbath, and being joined here at the 
beginning of the week, by brethren Roe and 
Pulsford, meetings were continued until the 
following Saturday morning. Each morning we 
inet for prayer at five o’clock ; and in the eve- 
ving at eight. Until Wednesday evening, we 
continued in our own place of meeting, but 
then it became so inadequate to the congre- 
aie that we found it necessary to seek a 
arger chapel, and we were very kindly admitted 
into that of the secession church, under the pas- 
toral care of the Rev. Mr. Hunter. Here 
again the place was too straight for us, and for 
the last evening, we applied for the use of the 
spacious Wesleyan chapel, which was freely 
conceded to us. As the time of assembling 
drew nigh, we approached the chapel with some 
concern lest our congregation should present a 


meagre aspect in so large a place, especially as" 


the notice had been only a few hours in circula- 
tion. But our fears speedily dispersed: hear- 
ers gpa multiplied, and we had the pleasure 
of “holding forth the word of life” to such a 


mass of human beings as is rarely seen ina | 


place of worship in a week-day-evening in Car- 
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lisle. The next morning, after the five o’clock 
prayer-meeting, we proceeded to the banks of 
the Eden, in whose smiling current brother 
Pulsford immersed seyeral persons in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
$host. Brother Roe’s address before the ad- 
ministration was listened to with fixed attention 
although it rained the whole time. Thus 
closed our labours at Carlisle, ‘Ihe Baptist 
church in this city consists of more than sixty 
members, and has but just passed the first year 
of its existence. If they had a good chapel 
there is every reason to suppose, that in a short 
time, a most important interest would be raised 
here. O that the wealthy would invest some 
of their property in the cause of God in Car- 
lisle! The population is exceedingly depraved, 
and I never saw in a provincial town such open 
and flagrant profanation of the Lord’s day. 
Our friends preach to the wanderers at the 
market cross, but they have no chapel to which 
to invite them. Their place of meeting is an 
upper room, which is filled with attendants, 
notwithstanding its inconvenient and uninviting 
construction. The brethren are sighing, and 
longing, and praying for a chapel; they are 
ready to do all they can towards it, but are un- 
able of themselves to erect such a building as 
our denomination ought to have im Carlisle. 
Lord’s day, June 28th, brother Roe and I 
spent at Newcastle and North Shields, where 
a deep interest is felt inthe Home mission. On 
Monday evening a public meeting was held at 
New Court chapel. At this meeting, Mr. 
Fisher, of Bromley, gave an account of the 
work of God, which is going on among his 
people. For several years nothing had been 
effected in the way of conversion. This want 
of success had led the pastor and church to 
humble themselves before God, and to resolve 
to use every means to awaken their ungodly 
neighbours. In this state of things, Mr. 
Pulsford visited Bromley, and preached morn- 
ing and evening for a month. Daring that time 
many undecided persons were brought to give 
themselves to Christ in baptism, and many who 
before had been dead in frespasses and sins, 
were made alive unto God. Fifty have been 
baptized into Christ in this awakening, and the 
work is not yet stayed. A number of Metho-= 
dist friends have had their attention called to 
the subject of believers’ baptism, and seventeen 
of them are among the fifty already immersed. 
One whole household, a mother and three 
daughters, have been baptized in this revival, 
and all the previously unbaptized members of 
another large family, have now submitted to the 
rite. Thus, in one church and on one occasion, 
are furnished two instances, exposing the weak 
poe: of pedobaptists on the baptism of 
C) 


useholds, I refrain from adding more on the. - 
revival at Bromley, as duubtless either brother 


Fisher or Pulsford will give you a fall account. 
I closed my labours in the North at this favour- 
ed spot, leaving brother Pulsford there strong 
in hope, and hard at work. : 


Eyer you’s 
Wa. BarvEs. 
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As this Paper is read by many who are actively engaged in the service of God, as far 
as their cirenmstances will permit, and who cannot afford to purchase such books as the 
Essays on Lay Agency, we propose to quote occasionally from these valuable works such 
paragraphs as may appear best adapted to promote the various branches of Home Mis. 
sionary operations. The following extract from “ Our Country” is‘on the important 


subject of Tract distribution :— 


“ ANOTHER branch of lay agency is the sys- 
tematic lending of religious tracts. This has 
only come into general operation during the last 
ten or twelve years. Before that time, they 
were, in most cases, given away. The existing 
plan is, comparatively, an easy method of doing 
good; at least as far as the mere lending of the 
tracts is concerned. Yet to do this well, it is 
one of the most important and difficult duties. 
It has been hinted already, that considering the 
many thousands of tracts in circulation, and the 
many hundreds of excellent persons, male and 
female, regularly and perseveringly engaged in 
lending them for a great length of time, the re- 
sult has been very trifling. This subject has 
long engaged my attention, TI have tried to as- 
certain from the agents themselves, in various 
See how they managed the business; and I 

ave no hesitation in saying, that in general the 
duty has been performed too hastily—without 
conyersation—and too often without the spirit 
of prayer. The important object to be attamed 
was too little realized, and consequently the 
necessity of divine influence was not sufficiently 
felt. In many cases the districts were too large ; 
and where so many houses were to be visited, 
there was no time for personally addressing the 
consciences of individuals, Besides, inquiry 
was seldom made, whether the persons receiv- 
ing the tracts attended an evangelical ministry ; 
or even ifthis point were ascertained, they were 
still lent to all, without discrimination, in that 
particular district. It might be, that one-third 
of the families visited were hearing the gospel 
every Sabbath-day ; while families in some other 

art of the town, living in the neglect of all or- 

inances, were overlooked. Supposing this to 
be the case, then we may say, that one-third of 
the agent’s time and energies were misapplied ; 
or, as far as concerned the persons entirely 
destitute of instruction, lost. 1 do not say that 
the visits of a judicious tract-lender might not 
be highly beneficial, even to those who have 
other opportunities of instruction. I speak only 
in reference to the existing deficiency of means, 
to reach the case of those who ‘‘ care for none 
of these things.” The grand defect, however, 
(so far as regards the manner of execution) is, 
that the agents do not spend enough time in each 
house. Into some dwellings, perhaps, they 
cannot obtain admission; but in others, a few 
kind words would soon secure an entrance, as 
well as an attentive hearing. It may be gene- 
rally expected, that success will be in propor- 


tion to the care bestowed by the visitor on each 


particular case. Two minutes’ or five minutes’ 
serious conversation, founded upon the tract, or 
erring ‘out of the circumstances of the family, 
would do more to interest and impress the 
minds of the careless, than the reading of many 
pages. Where this duty is attended to, there 
is a_greater probability that the tract will be 
read, and that the visitor will perhaps become 


_ acquainted with facts calculated both to direct | 


* 
3 _ eee ’ 


and to encourage him in his labour of love. 
This is highly important; for where there is no 
appearance of success, he is apt to become dis- 
couraged, heartless, and irregular in the work, 
if he does not give it up altogether. A better 
acquaintance with individuals, might discover 
to him where good was doing, or where oppor- 
tunities of doing it were most favourable, At 
all events, it would deepen his feelings of inte- 
rest in each family : and render his prayers on 
their behalf more minute, specific, and impor- 
tunate. He would also be enabled to find and 
to improve occasions suitable for praying with 
the persons visited. And besides the blessings 
to be expected in answer to fervent prayer, we 
are allaware how impressively it conyeys to the 
minds of the impenitent the deep sense of their 
misery and danger, which dictates such suppli- 
cations, 


T do not think it is too much to say, _ 


that if one fourth of the families now visited by — 


tract-distributors were thus individually and 
deliberately attended to, the results would be 
much greater than they have ever yet been, 
I admit that this plan requires a considerable 
degree of tact and prudence, as well as Chris- 
tian zeal, on the part of a visitor ; but nothing 
is so likely to invigorate these qualifications as 
a sincere and diligent exercise of them, so far 
as they may be already possessed. The self- 
denial required will be amply rewarded. The 
attempt might at first be made in those houses 
where there was the greatest readiness to admit 
him, and by degrees it would be found that the 
very persons who hold the door ajar, and seem 
to dread intrusion, would be uiepoues to invite 
his entrance. Many important collateral objects 
would also be promoted. ‘The persons desti- 
tute of the Holy Scriptures—the number of 
children attending~no week-day or Sunday 
school—adults neglecting public worship, might 
all be ascertained, and suitable rooms obtained 
for holding prayer-meetings. Thus the lenders 
of tracts would become auxiliary to Bible and 
School Societies ; to benevolent institutions for 
the sick and the poor; and even to the multi- 
plication of places for the worship of God. The 
New York ‘I'ract Society, our own Christian 


4 


— 


Instruction Societies, have been successful in —-—~ 


all these different ways. i 
sirable, that in every town and village where 
tract lending is in operation, the same plan 


Ts it not therefore de=_ 


should be pursued, which has been found so — — 


eflicient in other places? . 
“There is one interesting feature in this: 
branch of lay agency—I refer to the employ 


ment of Christian females. Without departing — 


from the delicacy and propriety of the female. 


character, they can in this way promote the best 
interests of their fellow-creatures. 


in the spread of the gospel is one of the im- 
provements of modern times, yet it seems to 
bring us back to the days of the apostles, And 
though our Phebes and _Priscillas may never. 


It may be ~ 
said that the co-operation of private Christians — 
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have their names recorded on the page of his- 
tory, not one of them is forgotten before God. 
Many who are now forsaken, ignorant, and 
wretched, will bear witness at the last great 
day to their friendly visits, their Christian con- 
verse, and their sympathizing kindness. A 
prudent and experienced Christian woman can 
render invaluable service in the tract depart- 
ment. She may not have talents or opportunity 
for Sunday-school labour, but an hour or two 
in a week she can spare without neglecting 
other duties. To the afflicted of her’ own sex 
especially, she is well able at once to commu- 
nicate the knowledge of salvation, as well as 
soothing and relief to their bodily wants and 
distresses. 

“ It does appear tome, that the system of tract 
visitation deserves the patronage of every Chris- 
tian, either by his personal services or pecuni- 
ary aid; and every church that desires the 
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character of a missionary church, should orga- 
nize either a Christian Instruction or a Loan 
Tract Society. In no other way can ifs mem- 
bers so easily and safely co-operate, in diffusing 
around them the truths of the Gospel. There 
is nothing here to stir up jealousy, to foster 
ideas of pre-eminence, or to inflate with pride. 
There is no part of the duty that has a tendency 
to raise one above another—no room for invi- 
dious comparisons—all are equal—they are 
workers together, and nothing more, while the 
scenes they are called to witness, and the very 
nature of their employment, are fitted to pro~ 
mote their own spiritual improvement. This 
agency is already at work ; what is required is, 
to-extend it to every place where it is needed, 
to systematize and make it more efficient; 
while, at the same time, we are satisfied with 
nothing less as the result, than the conversion 
of many sinners to God.’’ 


Monies received at and since the Annual Meeting. 


£. 8 £. 8. d. : i. Seeds 
By Rev. J. Edwards. Slade, Mr.2 years.... 2 0 ©} Public Meeting...... 36 3 4 

Abergavenny. Small sums..,....... .0 14 7]| Sarl, Mr.J.,Donation 10 0 0 
Colld. by Mrs. Daniels 2 7 4| Wall, T. Esq.,....... 1 0 ©}Walworth, 

BEICRGS ci dvculsicreew . 1 0 0 |Swansea. I Coll. Rey, — Lemaire 4 0 0 

Aberystwith. Bylentate «creases 010 0|Alie Street Auxiliary... 4 0 0 
Collection .......... 5 0 0|Hitchin. Church Street ditto.... 33 2 7 

Brecknockshire. Bowyer, Mr. ...... «» 1 0 O/Keppel Street ditto.... 213 3 
Colld. at Association 5 © 0O| Brindley, Miss ....,. 0 5 0|Berks—Wokingham. 

Cardigan. ‘Brien@— emesis 3 wae = O26 Nin ear Mire. tesa ees Or 5.0 
Col. at Rev. Mr. Rees’s 310 4| James, Mrs.,......... 1 0 0| Woodrow, Rev. W... 010 6 
Brown, William, Esq. 010 0] Ditto............ oe 0 5 0 /|Hssex. 

Davies, Mr. D,....... 9 10 0} Palmer, Mrs....... es 010 0} Gould, Mr. G. .:.... I i<6 
Evans, Mr. B.......++ . O10 0| Parks, Mr. ..... sees. 010 0|Kent—Crayford. 

| Friends...,.......... © 10 0|Plymouth, per. Rev. S. Ladies f 5.00. «ae a sao ee 0:50, 
George, Thomas, Esq. 010 0} Nicholson, Dixon, MrwSicecccae 0 1020 
Jones, Mr. J. ...-.- 1 0 0} Milcham, Mrs. ...... 1 © 0|Lincoln. 

© Lloyd, Mr, ....<.0% .» 010 0|Harlington, per Rev. Mr. George. | Collection acca he 2 Olan Te 
Rees, Mr. William.... 1 1 0] Friends...........-.. 4 5 4| Craps, Rev. J. ...... 010 0 
Thomas, Mr. J. M... 010 6/High Wycombe, per Donghty, Mr. J....... 010 0 
Thomas, Mr. Isaac..... 010 6] Rev. C. Stovel, Jelley, Mr. J.. 010 0 

Carmarthen, Fearne, Messrs.....«. 210 0] Hickson, Miss. 100 
Small sums.......... 0 12 6|Sawbridgeworth, per Hickson, Miss S. 100 

Carnarvon, Rey. J. Dyer, Hill, Miss M.A....... 0 5 0 
Small sums.,.....+.. 010 6] Hogg, Rey. Reynold.. 2 2 0] Palethorpe, Miss .... 0 5 0 

Denbigh. Stewart, — Esq......- 1 1 0] Penny, Mr........... F 0 0 
Smallsums ..... ..... 015 0 Leicester, per Rev. 8. J. Summerscales, Mrs... 0 5 0 

Monmouthshire. Davis, Grimsby. 

Association ,...,...e« 15 0 0] Charles Street Collect. 8 8 0} Collection .,........ 7 1 0 

Ruthin. Bailey, Mr........... 0 10 6) Rey. S. Marston .... 010 0 
Collected at.......... & O 0] Ditto, Donation...... 010 0|Hornecastle, 

Jones, Edward, Esqs.. 1 1 0] Beales, Mr........... 010 0] Collection .......... 

Peinbrokeshire. Carryer, Mr. ........ 1 1 0|Killinghoime. 

Associa. at Haverford- Cort, J. Baqicc...s0- 1 0:0} Collection «ssc. dane 
RSL fe boa wu eieaigare sides 16°19. 0} Gould, Mr, acc. sii 010 0)}Partney, 
Griffith, James, Esq. 1 0 0} Harris, R. Esq....... © 10 0] Collection .........- 
Morgan, —, Ksq. Don. 010 0} Harris, Mr, R. jon 010 0 /Spalding. 
Rees, Wm, Esq. 3yrs. 30 0 0| Harris, Mr. J 010 0] Collection ....++++.. 
‘Walters, John, Esq... 1 0 0] Thompson, Mr, . 0 5 0 {Stockton Yarm. ’ 
Cosely, Darkhouse. Collection: ccc c.aee ESE 
By Rev. H. Burgess. Friends........+6++++ 1 8 10 |North Shields. 

Caerleon. Cradley, Collection .......5.. 13,0 0 
Jenkins, Jobn, va .» 1 0 0} Friends. ......-.0.... 013 9 /Tuthill Stairs. 
Jenkins, William, Esq. 1 0 9|Dudley. =< Collection .......... 8 8 0. 
Jenkins, Mis Sarah.. © 10 0] Friends...........e00 1 5 9] Mr. Fenwick Dyer.. 1.0 0 ~- 
Jenkins, Mr. W. and Rogers, Rev. W. .... 1.0 0/|Newcourt. oS ae SS: 

Friend ..........°" 010 0|Netherton. «| Collection. ..0.s:+esee 12 3-8 
Jones, Mrs. ....+.00-. © 2 6|/ Friends........e¢e0.. 0 13 10 /Carlisle, 4 
Thomas, Mr T........ 0 5 @| Woodall, Mr......... 010 0| By Miss Hislopee.... 9 8 0 
Small Suns.......... 0 11 6|Walsal.—Friends ..,. 012 2| Collection .,........ O18 0 

Newport. West Bromwich. Sharnbrook. — 

Crossfield, A. Esq..... 1 0 ©] Friends......,....... 012 6| Collection .......... 6 1 1 
Evans, Mr. W. 010 9|Willenhall. . |Boroughbridge. oy 
Gatling, G. Esq.. 1-0 0} Priends..........000. 9° 2-642) Collection s.s..0apee5 4 82 0 

James, Mr. and Friend © 5 0|London. ; Si! Id, = pg Poe 

Phillips, Mr. S....... © 5 0 | Aldersgate Street,..... 014 81) 10H 40 s0vensnmelo +O" O 


“ 


' 


J. Maddon, Printer, Castle Street, Finsbury. — 


